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ERRATA. 

VOL. I. 

Page Line 

30 4th from bottom, for qffords read afford. 

57 5th from bottom, for Pie read Pic, 

€4 2nd from bottom, for Gratusque read Gnahuque. 

66 1st etseq. for Carcetsone read Carcauone. 

97 The vignette representmg the Valiky of Fawhue will 

be found at page 65. 

124 14th, for censure read armite. 

136 3rd from bottom, for has read had, 

239 19th, for characUri read character, 

241 19th, for froduce$ read pnxltice. 

273 13th, for rude read verde, 

VOL. II. 

7 3rd from bottom, for decoifs read decay, 

] 4 7th, for signora read s%fwr. 

17 19th, for his read it*. 

44 17th, for Pictas read /Hetoi. 

102 13th, for attracts read aittract, 

124 8th, for ten read/ve. 

131 3rd, for Jlforc/i read A^pril, 

133 8th, for 1 'Jt^i read 30tA. 

ibid 9th, for 8t^ read 2Gt^. 

] 41 1 8th, for dislike read disliked, 

142 13th, for amusements read subjects. 

179 7th, for have been read be, 

■ 198 17th, for recedes read rececle. 

ibid same line, for is read ore. 

206 14th, for furnish read fwmishes. 

229 13th, after tAon insert m, 

244 1 8t, for impressioniB read imprefsvmii. 

267 7th, dele ihe first word, roofs. 

ibid 1 Otb, for paint read yr»itt. 

281 3rd, dele so. 
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OBSERVATIONS, ^c. 



CHAPTER !• 

Jw eoMteqiieiice of haykig heard that some 
jdisturtMinces were likely soon to take placfe 
4HsitweeB the Pope and tb^ King of Naples, 
we set out and proceeded to Naples, through 
Yiiltetri, Terracina, and Capua* I could 
IMt quit imperial Rome, where I had en- 
jogred so much intellectual gratification of* 
ithe sublimest nature, without ^' casting one 
iahgmg^ lingering look behind*^ on taking 
leave of this city of ancient heroes, pro- 
l>ably for ever. I inevitably fell into a 
contemplative mood, and (x>uld not hel^ 
jreeoUecting how often, during my stay 
thergy; surrounded by the ruins of ages, I 
h$A moralized ^^ de fuga seculi et de vani - 
late mundi V*^ h^tw frequently I had thought 
roh. II* B 
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2 CAMPANIA. 

to myself, ^' Here 's room for meditation, 
e*en to madness, till the mind burst with 
thinking/' It was indeed impossible, when 
contemplating these scenes, not to be per- 
petually reminded of the t;rans^en:t nature 
of all things human, even those wl](ich ap? 
pear the most powerfully calculated to defy 
the impressions of time itself, the irre- 
sistible destroyer, and to descend to the 
latest posterity. 

The most classical, and consequently 
the most interesting, scene upon the con<* 
tinent, is that, of^ all otbers, which is per*" 
haps the most neglected. I mean thh 
^eatest part of the journey between Rom6 
and Naples, which is generally hurried 
through with the utmost precipitation, oft 
account of its being through a flat marsb, 
offering no food but to the contemplative 
mind : let us, however, recollect, lliat this 
iPontine marsh, this region of stagnant 
water and disease, was once fin immensi 
plain of rich cultivation, tvery where 
there is something to interest our curiosity, 
excite our surprise, or melt i|^ with com^ 
passion. ^ . The Cafnpania pf Rome' (tfaifc 
modern name of this couifiti^), ahbough 
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di^figured'with ruins, and marked by the 
sterility of its land, and tlie uahealtliinesi 
and misery of its people, cannot fail to 
a^t^ken ideas of its former power and in- 
habitants ; and to inspire us with reflec- 
tions of a metancholy cast, when we com- 
pare its present situation with what it obce 
was. What a lesson to human pride, arid 
of the mutability of human possessions, 
when we trace a country of near forty milesi 
<iow an uninhabitable mass of desolated 
swamp, breathing only pestiferous exbala* 
tions to the destruction of human life, which 
biice was the seat of pleasure artd riches^ 
wafting the breath of health and luxury ti^ 
itfii innumerable population ! Where shall 
weiook rchmd for even a vestige of the 
palaces, villas, gardens, nay of moire than 
tweiity .populous towns, which are recorded 
to have been situated here ; and which tbf 
invasion and plunder of successive con*- 
querors, aiid, above all that more destfoy^^ 
ing conqueror, time, have sunk into ob- 
livion ^ We may here say with Mr. 
$/umd^y " Where is Troy, and Myeen^, 
and Thebes, and Delos;, and Pefsepoliav 
and Agngentum; and of Ninevah, and 

b2 
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BthflOQi of Cyaecuni, mdiMdylfa^ the 
ittrest ' towns the .ran ever rojse on i^pe 
«knr no more, .their name$ only are .1^ 
{nbd maoiy of tlie«^ mre ,wfang spelt)^. »ii4 
tfcoMi: in length of tinie> will, J;«.,.fQi!^ 
fiNte«r : , ;? 

< We 49lept the.finrt night at Velefri^ a y^ 
IMiqieat; town of coiw»i4eri^le sise aqd. po* 
pidation, situated, upon a ji^ng ground, 
Ahout tw^entjr-fiye: miles frppx Home* , Be^ 
ftides mfuQy ruins : of anti<]^ty» H co^taiqs 
aome modern palaces, with e^cteps^ye garr 
dens. We were lodged in an inunexis^ 
palace, which now only bears the sorry 
remains of its former grandeur. The 
knarble staircase is, however, magnificent 
^7%is palace now ibel^ofik to ^ ^inoe, f^ho 
iias' let rthe wh(^ to serve «is aniani ^t^ 
the 6xo^tiDn*«f twa»roojiu», which hfthipit 
fldfiiafaabits. iThnf^ll f^ftbisru^i^^nalf 
ppmeerl WAS infarmod, -tottfi ft<vM<WW 
change in the gomeariinif»^.^,.a .v .ii^^ji/c^ 
~ HetettboibMiirtieii^ ftf najtan^/Mtdjc^v^ 
Iran drf. 'We had mmmmi^ fM^lA 
.Tiatftfatt of desolation; ^rmdj^^ste^^n^ 
^ed^tba PoiitJ4}« niarshfi|» wmw*f^M^ 
idlenlPof mon ^9Mik«ty,mili^4^. ¥fm^ 
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and twdfe ii? lit^dtli. Tli^reai*i^*i 
jV!?//if7to1o Tetracina; arid Kythesid^of A* 
h>ad ybu ivill r^ma^k the catia)»«hat lam 
lieentiiade bfdifl^reM pbp&s, to draiDtlittUil 
Terracma is'sixty-feui^inileB *s*ant ftom 
Rome, the last town of the ecclesiasifeai 
flftate,' and separates it '^m'th^ ktDgdbm 
of NUples. It iMands «t the li^auie of a tiiigt 
of rockii/ whoise fkntaatte fi{ha|>e forms u 
very roihantic object:' This ig?tlic aileieDt 
Anxnr m'entioh^ by Horace, ' wbttsd ae** 
c6unf of it is correct, even <o tbe'{>re0eiit 



J^ Impositum, saxis late caDdentibu^^' Anxur.** 

'^ Th6 aitteiisive4e|ii^lation inihis mdgb^ 
iHitirhood is fixed to have taken -place fin 
the 'b^iSBning of the sfacleentfa oestusy; 
attd ^here the 4€po3)iilation,i::i>r . eiaigfa?^ 
ti^;^«hi8 itibibittatB iMive been^rei^est} 
cultiyation has ptx>greaBiTely< ceased, mid 
illileases ^have become mete- mortal. :So 
rapidiy have these catii^s- operated^ tliit 
the nliti Wiinow ib^-sM^toniin^ 
mznH^^ hvtt t'eMietsds itself iilsoti to 2<hs 
higher gi^nnds,eviE<ii tdthe waife of Roaie ; 
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wA I muph doubt if this' boundary will 
long continue to be the limit of so pesti- 
lerou9 an atmosphere, during the sunnner 
months. In looking at the inhabitant* 
of this devoted soil, the men appeared, 
from their figures, to possess muscular 
tttrength ; but the women were really hi-* 
deous, if any of the fair sex may be 90 
called. . 

. Fondi is the first town in the kingdom of 
Naples, and sixteen miles firoitk It isZtf 
Mola di Gaeta. The classic traveller will 
naturally recollect those beautitill li]!ies of 
Virgil, in the seventh book, which so ten- 
derly commiserate His nurse Caieta, and 
it is remarkable that the opposite fortress 
is still distinguished by this never to be 
forgotten appellation. I have seen feW situ* 
ations more lovely than that of La Mola di 
Gaeta : it is a small place standing on the 
0ea«shore, and very near -the water's edge, 
the view on every side abounding with iht 
greatest variety. A night scene at this 
delightful spot brought to my i^itae|h-» 
brance those beautiful lines of Metastdsio, 
. in the beginning of his 10th canta^ :^ ' 
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^'f Gia ]» nofte a'avykuifi : 
Vieni O Nice, amato bene, 
Delia placida marina 
' Le fresch'aure a respirar. 
Non 8a ^ di^ tiodfielld 
•; {CUooiipo0a,i« quest avtiie* 
. , ,. ..Or .che.un lento a^efiret^o 
J . Dolcemente increspa il mar." 

Jhist pl^?^ likewise reminds us of the 
fate of Cicero, who, in bis journey from 
)ien5^> was treacherously murdered by Po- 
^lius ; Laenaa* 

.^Whs^t, a, heavenly climate is this! In 
tbe,;9JpT^||lj 9/ , February the weather wai| 
fl^qst ^ 4Flfff'i'^%^ ^'^d vegetatipu so fs^t 
^a,ufi^f^^ that the fruit-trees in thisr 
j(pjigh|)9i^p)ip<;^ were s^lready in blossom, 
Jp th? observations of the renijains of 
JVXinturns^, on the borijers of the beau** 
tiful |tnd trai^sp^rent Liris, now the Ga- 
jrjigliano, the traveller who delig^hts }n 
V^P^lp\ f^^uiegf^ent scenes^ cannot fail of 
. |l^]^^ . hi|;ii>ly charnied: the objects, in- 
j^ed^ are few;, but they are on pjue side 
yejf^ j^ifijjhl^ intejr^stin^^ though mi^ch re- 
;^}i(ijgd^|^tjhie decays of ti and pleasing 
og th^qth^l- s|f|^,fr9m the consequence of 
cultivation, and the comforts of abundance. 
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8 CMTUMi 

h^wtenrtkin fhttr». and tht* 
foscftnatiQg^ city of Capaa^ the dernktm 
of BaccluM will hang ivith r^ttemfanoov 
npm tbose eidularatiDg linea of Horace • 
and Aaacreoai. that ao cbMifttlly* coomne^ 
nuarote the ddanrtrial po wens * of Ibe (oele^* 
brat^ wines of FalenuiiD, of which die 
Romaa orators, as well as poets, have so 
fre^etotly resounded thi praise. This 
wine is made two miles ItomPoadBoli, on<> 
the coast of Baia. ^<* 

Cia^M istdie last stage before jou arritpe* 
at Naples: < It isa strongly ^fbrtiAed town; r 
situated' on <iie Viwr Voltumo; and about' 
two miksnfrou :the ancient' «it3», so tei ) 
nowned for its lox Alias aad diilight, tha^^ 
reiidfiipe ^iOpdilencet andittfo throne tif 
pl^qrei . }t isthbtlttframithe^ vast ruiaa 
of ande«t Capua, <if which there are stiU. 
imuiinerabte mmiana in every dqfectioiii 
MQim^rike iQWUf ^ ginng- the^ moNl&tv edi-^ u' 

fic^ tlM^appearanceiedT vast asitiqiuty^vjboin ^' 
th^. tif)^ nMcbW and anciciit ioaoHfitioasi^ 
wkmh^^mr the attention of. thf isttrao^puKit « 
Tfeft.wiMR^y^iij, t^.a^igbb0l^riimli 
higlf /CuAtix^tipfii ;«llltyen^ mi^ irjhMsnliria^ ^ 
ora«igw,. t%r^ees, .anfl^ groviea; ofaoliydti >^ 
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CAPVAk - 9 

Here the -ramaini^ of RMiftii spteodour 
surroiiad us cm erery side, giving acoti*^ 
tiaoed memento of fiiUen magttiftoetice. I 
viflhed the amphitheatre, which, from iti 
siaseand tiie cdloesal fragments of marble, 
reminds «Wie of its former grandeur. Even 
the \rrdok:of such buildings cannot fail to 
interest jevi^y beholder. The entrance is 
ornanlented with handsome pillars of the 
Doric brder ; the arena is perfectly leleared,' 
and now become a corn field ! 1 The ca- 
thedral and public buildings of tbe modern 
towin cbatain objects to attract notice ; but 
in: trath,f after my long residence atHome^ 
I fek little inclination al' present for mi- 
ncrttiy investigating such strudtures. 

>if my ^classical readers wtl) aUowjme td 
eaafe k^rebrospedt over this latter^ partx>f my 
jottrlieysfi wiU tecal to their recblleetion a 
jomnteyptrfoirmed through^the same o<»tin« 
tryihaara06friye4r8.aga, bj»1tot tisost Itf^ 
stmctiver^ ^tsn/i ■ entertaining poet, Ho^e* 
loHilDaiifiliiigi between Rome and Naples^ 
I naiifiinth plemure^the aocouht be^gi^^^ 

scribedol^ Mttt,- walte'a 6»ifi|)ltrtsofir>1f^ 
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10 EiZ94'~t<>ifi>i« 

tvvef^u tbpir .pr^^ut 4od. tbwr opigiiial 
state. ^ 

HoracQ commences in the following 
words, 

, ^ E^ressmu magna me aecepit Arida Roma 
Hospitio modioo}" &c. &c. 

I took particular notice of Aricia^ no\y 
called Rizza^ about twenty miles frgpi 
Rome, and was in the neighbourhood of 
|E*oram Appii, (the ancient name of a little 
town fifty miles from Rome) wbere the 
water to the present time is so bed, as i^bo 
9.t Terracina, that the people scarcely ever 
taste it. When the waiter at the latter 
town informed^ me of this f;ir$;i\n)stft|ice, 
the ancient poet's complaint of n the s%me 
evil occurred to my niiind : 

texffi)^tans comUes.*' ^ * < 

t ' 

.''.■•. ■ .. • • • ► . .;■/ ■) -/i 

f .?f»»*^ (ft *P^P, sixteen ipJi^/ficja^j.'J'/fjr- 
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. ''FandMAuMoLtiioo^Pmtdmlibei^ 
lAnquUnus." 

Here he quizzes the curate of the pai4sh 
for the ridiculous pomp and idle ceremo* 
nies which he used to enjoin upon the 
people about him. 

Urbs Mamurarum^ or Mamuras^ is now 
called Foicmies^ and thirteen miles frcmt 
Fondi. Here Horace finds Virgil and some 
dther friends, which meeting he describei 
in the following beautiful lines, , 

*^ Postera lux oritur molto gretii96ima : namqae 
: Flotiu^ et Vwiu^ Sinuessi^ VirgUiusqae 
Oc^nrrunt ^ animse, quales neque candidiores 
Terra tuUt^ neque quels me sit deTfa^etior alter 
O^ qui oomplezus ! et gaudia quanta fnensat t 
Nil ego oentulerim jucuado sanus amioo.** 

' Sbt.d.B« ist. 

Froni Sinuessse, which is nineteen piile$ 
iromFopmieSyhe goes to Capua, twenty ^five 
miles didtailt, dhd, afterwards leaving the 
road to Naples, proceeds to Beneventu|n. 
, For the greater p^rt of the road between 
Koto^^tt^lNaples, a distaoce of 159mtle9, 
"jrou jfitSss U^ref the old Via AppoLa, cquql* 
^lencit^ fir« miles before you re&ch Tbri'a- 
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12 NAPLE^.i 

cina, which ih general is in a good atate of 
repair, about fourteen feet in breadUi, and 
IQitde of a )iard and dark coloured stone. 
3i;«Ae9 and contemplations such as tfies^ 
itffpryled ub delight till we arrived at .Na« 
pies. 

, Naples standi opposite Mount Vesuvius, 
QK^, several hills» forpiing together a kind 
of crescent on the eastern, shore of the sea^ 
tb(Q watj^rs of which bathe the walls of the 
city. Nothing can be imagined more de- 
lightful than this situation, which beara 
so^e resembljance to that of Genoa ;1but 
to see it in perfection you ougnt to take a 
sail around the bay, when you will allow 
it to be unequalled for beauty, any where. 
The city of Naples was so uncommohly 
full of strangers, that we were several hours 
in ]^ding out any kind of accommoda^tion, 
itnd at last were obliged fro tempore io^ put 
Xfi^ aia mii^erable inn. 
* i will, in my description of ttiis in- 
teresting city, give an account of sonie of 
the many edifices I visited, -and conclude 
fer making a few observations on its inba- 
Ditai^tsr ajid environs^ , - . 

' After commg troni'Rome^ in which city. 
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aa (have already remarked j (hare In m 
declesiastical quietness, iad dull mono-* 
ionj about erery thing, a pierson is mufch 
struck with the great coiitrai^i on his ar- 
rival' at Naples, where air is tidi^e, gaiety, 
bustle, and copfilsibn. I^do not believe 
Ibere is a city in the world, which, for its 
size, contains a larger population. This 
amounts to about 360,000 sould. Trota 
the heights around Naples, for a c6nsidier«» 
able distance, you can distinctly hear the 
excessive buzz of the people, who all d^y 
long appear to desert their houses, and to 
amu3e themselves by parading the streets, 
li^h^qh from inorning till i^ight, kte cfonti* 
nuallycrbwileil, uot only.by'foot p^^n-* 
fisrs, but also with a grefi^tei^ number of 
carriages than t ever saw" in any other ci^» 
The principal part of them are to be hired 
i^ all the best streets ; many are with four 
wheels, but still more haycj only two, and 
• are dn^L^w^ by one horse; These latter 
i^ehicles,.. which are called cdlessi, seem 
iroi^ their, velocity to ^y^ .an4 as tfeere \^ 
no separate pavement i^r the huiqble pe* 
aestnan, he is every moment ii^ danger of 
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14 NA'PLfil^. 

sMlHtig pet hour for these gigs i and, m 
consequence, all the world forsooth must 
fide. You 4rive j^ourself or not as yotf 
please ; in the former case; the person of 
whom you hire the caksso stands behind; 
The common sboe-black as well as the' 
graiid stgnora, the private soldier as wdl 
as his officer, you see galloping hp and 
down the streets merely pour passer k 
temps. Foot passengers seerii to be held' 
in very low estimation at Naples, where 
you can ride at so small an expense. 

There are about 15,000 persons (says a 
modern author) employed in going before* 
carriages, and as many in riditig behind' 
them. In ^his number are included many 
6f the link boys, who at night run with 
torches before vehicles or pedestriitns re-* 
turning from the theatre, as the city is not 
Weil lighted. The great noise which is? 
peculiarly remarkable m the stre^ c^ 
Naples, arises from the immense iiumber 
of drfver«r holibwii^ to the people 4b gefr 
but of their ^ay. ^l;a;ift'/ (forward !) is the 
wbtd '^hicH <!;<^titinually salutes your ear 
whilst you are walking^;'attd, ff ycAi do> 
no! attend to the call immediately, you 
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will be ineVitably ran over ; ibr the ndtlee 
is not given till the pole of the carriage is 
almost against yoii. 

The btiilding of Naples is not very re* 
galar; nor are the generality of the edi- 
fices particularly remarkable for the beantjr 
of their, architecture. The numemus 
churches, as well as the palaces of the 
nobility, are so inferior in mlagnificence 
to those at Rome, that I shall relieve mjr 
readers, by not entering into a particular 
description of them. The king's palace 
is superior in beauty to all the other build- 
ings. It is of immense extent, and incloses 
many objects of the fine arts; but I was 
much disappointed in not being allowed 
to see the interior. They were now builds 
ing a square before this residence of roy- 
alty, which, when completed, wilF be tlrt 
grandeift ornament of the kind iii the city; 

The Sltrada di Toledo is the only hand« 
some street here. It is nearly a mile iii 
length ; fi^nd entirely paved^ as well , a^ 
some of the oth^r streets, with the |aya of 
Vesuvius, Its breafjth is ^ more t^jyi ^u& 
fident to.admil; of two rqiws ^f ^^^es ; 
and on each side are gooji hpuses^ , buili 



Digitized by 



Google 



«16 .KAPLIM. 

rwith tolerable imiibniiiQr; This ik the 
Bond-street of Naples ; and here you find 
the best shops of every deseriptioii. The 
iatUe tnumbk is gfrand, and the teene 
Always busy and interesting. There are 
few other handtome streets in this city, 
rthe rest, for the most part, being narrow^ 
4^rooked, and dirty. 

' In order to get a fine view of Napt^ I 
•would recommend every traveller to go 
-to the Castle of St. Erma, standing on a 
height which entirely, commands the citgr* 
This castle now serves for two purposes^ 
;Viz. that of a fort and a hospital. It was 
formerly a palace : and in the interior i9 
a remarkably handsome church, iprhere 
everyone must admire. the richness and 
yariety of the marbles, the splendid orna* 
ments, and elegance of the whole edifice, 
as well as the paintings. The prospect 
from this castle is strikingly grand. After 
beholding the city, the eye wanders with 
pleasure over the noble bay, which is shut 
IQ by the island of Caprea, where the mon« 
Ster Tiberius passed a very considerable 
portion of his debauched and sapg^i^ary 
life. The town of Portici, built as it were ' 
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iipon the ruiDd of fomner. citi^s, and still 
fa dread of the Jmpending' terrors o^ Ve- 
suvius, is an interesting object; and the 
iruins of Herculaneum, and those of Pom- 
peii, which fill the mind with sublime 

* t • /.- ' ■' i**- ' p**-'**' •"'• '- ^f ^ ~ 

though melauchQly impressions, are^v^yy 
striking and remarkable features, in th^is 
jTomantic neighboiirhookJ, The country 
around is. moi^t delij^htfullj abuijtdaBt in 
eTery thing that ca« adpainister^to .th^ 
luxuries of man ; and th^e er^tbuifia^t bet 
holds ill imagination, the views ^hic|i hw« 
enricbieiii^the ideas of tbatg|;eat4riu(^|i^r^te 
of landscape painters, whose pre^jemi^^^^ji^ 
III tikis cbarmin^ sciende haa peyier teen 
contested, nor will probably ever be s|nr*p 
passed ; that country must inqem be en-. 
ehaatingJy cfelightful, fir^.^n whioJi^^e^pq^Y 
^tt o€ Balvator R^ t^oV l^i^ rpc^»:^.th^ 
}n^k^mj(k Pousiiti Ms buildin^^ atHd ahadj^. 
901^ tl^e *eKC[ttlsjte hwwii^e h^ ski^a, higt 

wajkers, an4^.^hte treesj'-' ' *'••. .. .^ .^i -\^= 

p«»b^ bte :de»crib^ Th?^^,]^c|j|ipsi|^. 
appeari^aee^ of » the buildings on one st^e, 
VOL. n. c 

w 
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retiring as it were into the earth, in seeni'- 
4ng dread of the sarrounding and impend*- 
ing hills, which are alternately diversified 
by smooth and uneven surfaces, in some 
parts naked, and in others varied with 
trees, and the whole prospect mantled over 
by a glowing haze ; and if you add to these 
effects a winding shore, a picturesque mole^ 
a noble road for shij^ing, no less than 100 
miles in circumference, and a transparent 
«ea, in which the magnificent objects of 
nature, and the more humble impressions 
oi art, are in combination reflected : these 
different objects, taken altogether in one 
view, cannot fail to astonish; and, at the* 
same time, to strike the imagination, and 
to fix the sight 

. To a man of gay habits, I should re^ 
commend Naples as a most desirable re- 
sidence: he will meet with plenty ofsocieiy^ 
and a variety of theatres open every eirening 
in the week. He will fiad the city .in joce 
continual bustle from.da|r^b»ak4;iIlinighl;, 
aadolfserve a smile in almastrevttrj^aiiliti^ 
tftoanoev The; actiitrity is neifrlyf tt^iiilidf 
that iathfi city c^ Lradoii^^anditfafitMnp 
oMMih grrater.) Tikm;j^r€mTbimfBi^^Mxli 
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UfapoU € pot mm;" which meaES, that, 
9^er hayiog seen Naples, you can oeTer 
^Cfieet to meet with its equal, and had 
therefore better die. 

'• I shall omit my description of the splai* 
icUd theatre of St^ Carlps, as it is no longer 
m existence, having been, since my visit, de* 
stooyed by fire. There are several exten^dve 
theatres at Naples^ but of no particulair im* 
terest. Ishall not therefore describe them ; 
font take the liberty of introducing two gen* 
lieBieB, who are of great antiquity, thoiigh 
BOtt very classical^ They have alwaysrcom" 
manded my attention during youth, and I 
hope will never fail to furnish me with 
ABiusement in old age. The personages 
I allude to are, Punch and the J)evil. With 
all the partiality which our English nursery 
hos^ailways enterteiined f<M* these heroes, we 
«nsi(HOt venture io draw any comparison 
ibeimneen their adventures and exploits in 
Sngiaiid, ahd those which ar^ witnessed^ 
ali^Naples. Lsbmetinies strolled into- one 
iifilte Bi««nthQSlies, whare ktn^, priesls; 
ftoSiiqnDaiJ fiayeiis,' and ^Ifc^ither eminent 
fmiiisiiferhiimrithbi^tsige >oi£ ii&^ » ane ^mi4 
ABi&cyi^hp. MrgerraiitiMHiaton^ 

: ' « ^ . •;."•- C2-' 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 HAFiar. 

caloug a decree, as must force the gvaveat 
of mankind to laugh, if it be for once 
only during their existence. The me^ 
cbanism which moves these heroes ia 
pasteboard, is so admirably contrived, and 
the sound from behmd, so dexterously 
conveyed, that I couid not easily be led lio 
believe that they were not real heroes of 
the buskin. The subject that evening was 
a caricature of the most eminent singers 
then at Naples. Whilst the symphony 
#as playing, one of these personages, witli 
all the importance of dignity, was strattiag 
about the stage. He then began a Boiig^ 
an which he executed the most difficult 
passages with such grace, as would h«va 
excited the strongest sensations of admirak- 
tion, had not the whinusical distortiotiB of 
bis features, and his ludicrous imitaticNMis 
Qceasipned irresistible oonvulsions of 
laughter. I wish diat sudi surpnriiig 
, pieces of mechanism could be pioduDoel 
in England, for the gratificatimi of my 
juvenile friends; but I fear ni^ sho«ild also 
discover, as did a certain nobiemaii illieQ 
be made a purchase of this' dcwriptim^ 
and wkbed aft^wnrds-ta return it, ftat, 
whilst '^ kk his possession,'' Punch would 
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aiil)Speak. In cnm' pai^icular str4eet of Na- 
]d» the number of these wbiii^ui»l ei^bir 
UttoDs is incredibly great. 

The Chiaia (<|Kiay) is the fin/est prome^ 
Bade, as well a» suburb, at Naples, and tbe 
prtnci{ml lounge for tbe afteraooB. It 
extends along the daore, and neair tibue 
vater^s edge, and from it you enjoy a moUe 
view of tbe bay, and of Mount VesuTiua^ 
Tbis promenaife has lately been much imr 
proired, and ornamented by a number oi 
flftitues; amongst which is the fiimoiisToiro 
Famese (Famesbn Bull) from tbe Farjie-^ 
s^n paJbee at Borne, where it was ori^i* 
nally kept. It j« of one Uock of narbki^ 
and suf^osed to have been exeeuted by 
ApoHonius axkd Tauiriscus. 

Tbe royal raudeom at Naples is very 
deseryiug of noliee^ and contains theiDya<- 
Ijaal^ coUecjtion of antiquities from Her-' 
wlaneum a»d Pomp^i. Of all the strik- 
ing^ ojpgieets. heK» none surpass the statue 
ltf> Aristidos^ I M^as inarmed the famous 
€i»Hwii« had sitid^ thai it was the first statue 
tmfth^ wwld^. . M yw^ walk away, y^m cap 
ttaic^l £»«€y it i^iftAtei^ing you, the popi- 
tMi m:m.wi»tm»hikm^in aiich^v^n^able 
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gravity about the coimteiiance, audi de* 
gance about the drapery of the toga, aucb 
ease about the whole figure. The lougcr 
you examine it the more admirable does it 
appear on every point. After the statoe 
of Aristides you will remark that of Hei^ 
cules, known by the name of the Far* 
nesian Hercules. On the pedestal is 'the 
name of the artist, Glicon, the Athe* 
nian. The symmetry of the figure is ex- 
quisite, and the whole is a chef d^csmre^ 
displaying all the veins and muscles of the 
human frame. You ne&t will turn with 
pleasure to a lovely Venus, called Venus 
our Mies Fesses. One half of her bosom 
is concealed, the other open to view. Tbe 
position of this Venus is very striking; she 
is carelessly looking behind her, and the 
profile of her face is beauty itself. The 
artist has imitated nature very closely, 
and manifested all the wonderful powem 
of the Grecian chisel. The famous sta«< 
tue of Flora is also here. The beauty of 
its drapery must strike the most careless 
observer. Next come the statues of the 
whole family of Biabus. Those* of the 
consul and his son are . equestrian mM^ 
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Md that of the farmer is most adminible. 
There are here some of the finest spe- 
cimens of antiquity fonnd at Hercuia* 
iieiiBi, besides two gladiators, of natural 
size, brought from the Famesian palace 
at Rome, and of great expression. A 
handsome Bacchus, a basso relievo of a* 
woman playing with a fawn, and an enor^ 
mous head of a horse in bronze, from Her- 
cnkmeum. The barbarous people who 
found it, destroyed the remainder of the 
statue, to melt into bells. Near it, hoB^« 
ever, is an entire bronze statue of a horse, 
of imimense size, and full of spirit. A dead 
gladiator ; the expression of death in the 
eountenance of whom is most wonderftil. 
A small statue of Apollo in bronze. Fawn 
and boy ; in the &ce of the former you will 
remark the greatest passion. Anotiier 
iawn, with Bacchus on his shoulders : 
how truly this statue resembles life ! the 
Utile boy is absolutely laughing. Jupiter 
and Ganymede ; the fbrmer in shape of an 
tegle. These, and 4 number of other fa* 
mous statues, were dug out from theboweb 
of the earth, at Herculaneum, at an enor"" 
mous ^expense ' and the gi^atest labour, 
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bcsiiig covered witb se^^ral 4iffl^rQH^t $tttsit9^ 
of lava. T^y say it ewt 60,0100 ducc^te 
dig up only two of them, namely, thp^ of 
the consul Balbus, and bis son, which arft 
highly esteemed. In the same building, 
the royal academy is also hejld. )n one of 
the rooms I observed a good modern paint^'^ 
ing of Epaminondas, .wounded . The arrow 
has broken in his body ; the sorgeoin (ip 
whose countenance the grejatest.aa¥;iety is 
e$;pressed) is handling it with thq utmost 
care. The other persons introduced) aj(e 
^11 in the utmost despair at the unfortu^ 
liate wound of their general. Up stairs 
you will see one room which contains a 
few fr^co paintings, ifell executed, and 
likewise found by the indefatigable pur»- 
suits of the antiquary. Near it is a s«ite 
of apartments, into which all the eollectipo 
of paintings from the royal palace, call^ 
Capo di Monte, have now been removed; 
Amongst the many, I remarked two ex/^- 
lent paintings by B^ssano, although ike 
subjects are not over interestii)g; the ouQ 
of all kinds of fish, the other of a butch^-^^ 
shop. I noticed another of a carious sul^ 
ject, viz. that of the bliqd leading th« Ui»4> 
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ftodboOiefthesofAllmgiQtothedJIdiE. Yon 
m a moment percmve tkey are bMiicI, and 
tiie painting is therefore ;¥ery striking. The 
finest paintings of this collection were 
taken by King Ferdinand with him to 
Sioily. In aiiotber part of this edifice am 
a variety of lamps, and Egyptkn idola, 
fn^raents of old Roman glass, and some 
i^gg*shells, which ate in a perfect state to 
this day, besides innuoMrable o&er Bxt* 
tique ntei^ils lor the kitchen, as well as iat 
the altar, during a sacrifice. Here are 
also some good models of the antiquities 
of Feestum, and of some Roman tombs 
discovered in the envinms of Naples ; as 
well as <>f the skeletons, urns, and yases, 
which these tombs enclosed. In one, 
which belonged to a warrior, you see his 
arms lying by his side. Every one mu»t 
admire the beautiful mosaic pavements, 
and Etruscan vases, in this collection, and 
one of the latter especially, which was 
feund in the tomb of Agametnnon. 

The figures on many of these vases are 
of great delicacy, and some of the subjects 
very curious. On one are represented 
persons masqued ; and on anotlier, aev^al 
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mea and women at a feast plajrrng widi 
each other. When one coiisiderg thM 
each of these vases is nearly 3000 years 
old, one cannot but be astonished at the 
excellent state of preservation, and the fine 
polish to be observed on many of them. 
In this museum I saw some men employed 
in unravelling the different manoscripti 
found at Herculaneum. What a trial oi 
patience ! These manuscripts, written on 
the leaf of the papyrus, are exactly the co- 
lour of the lava, by which for so many cell- 
turies they were covered. The characters 
are in Greek, and human curiosity, com- 
bined with the greatest patience, are now 
by degrees bringing to light these interest- 
ing specimens of antiquity. It requires 
several months merely to open one ma- 
nuscript, independently of the uncertain 
result of discovering the matter it contains. 
Some treatises have already I believe been 
published, and amongst them one on mu- 
sic. They, however, have not yet found 
out any thing very valuable, but of course 
live in hopes of so doing, sooner or later, 
and thereby of being repaid for all their 
labour. The library of this establishment 
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is also well worth visiting. In a large 
room at the entrance is a most wonderful 
echo, which repeats a sound upwards of 
thirty different times. 

To a man fond of the bustling scenes of 
novelty and variety, few places can pro- 
duce equal gratification to that which a 
vii^tor will feel during a short residence 
at Naples ; but the man of classical educa- 
tion, as well as'the admirer of the beauties 
of nature, must be enraptured with its 
charming environs. 
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CHAPTER IL 



I BiMiB earlry one iBorniiigi and took an 
agreeable and l<Mig walk, paseing oven 
that country whece the ancient Braaaia 
had their villas, 

'^ II sole appena avea il dorato crine 
Tolto di grembo a la nutrice antica, 
E cominciaTa d» k piagge alfine 
A cftociar rombte, c ftir la ciaia apnea." 

The whole is well wooded; the vines 
gi*ow to a great height, and are entwined 
round forest trees, so that in summer diere 
must be one continued arbour and delight* 
ftil shade. The orange, fig, and other 
fruit trees, add much to the beauty of the 
scenery. Without meeting with any direct 
path, I rambled about the hilte, and every 
now and then was fully repaid for the dif- 
ficulty of ttie ascent, by one of the finest 
sea viewiii in nature. I passed throiigh 
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Ae gmttp MF Pobilipo^ which is ^ati 
okbkigly bold and wonderfili work. . Va^- 
rious are the conjectures respecttng this 
immense vault, which is 8upfK)Bed to ha?^ 
been made previously to the time of the 
Aomans, and is excavated through the 
Bionuntain for a distance of 2316 feet. Its 
general height is forty feet, and its breadth 
tviflewty, in the centre is a small chapdl 
dedicated to the Virgin, and on the top art 
tarn openings which have been ^rced 
through the mountain to admit the light 
^pom above. This however is not suffi- 
dent, and, -even with the help of lampsi, 
the vault is genemlly dark. On behold^- 
ing the extent of this grand undertaking', 
one would almost imagine it to have been 
labe work 'of ages« On this mountain, 
which, stands to the w6st of the city, are a 
number of viflas belonging to the Neapo- 
litdais,d^ligfatfully situated, and surrounded 
by gardens^' wbarein v^etation appears 
more beautiful than elsewhere. 

•i now reached the small building called 
Hm tQ9nb of Virgii, situated in a quiet 
miorn on the ridge of the saute mounftdil 
of BMilt(k>« ithdi 4Ba perfecfly - hidden fiV>iD 
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lMWiaii::Titw; that you.do.nM perceive it 
iUl you are at the very «iilraiieew LiMle i$ 
to .be saen in the interior of the bnildiog^ 
which xH of brick, and about twenty feet 
in. length, and as many in height. You 
merely remark the niches in the wall, whkh 
formerly oontained the urn and VMea. 
The tomb is covered with turf, and on the 
top, the trunk now alone remains of the 
famous laurel which, tradition said, had 
sprung spontaneously and would nev» 
wither. I cutoff a morsel of tl^ wood mm 
a memento. This then is the tomb sup- 
posed to have contained the ashes of the 
immortal poet. What pleasing sensations 
every ope must feel on beholding it ! . The 
branches and leaves of the evergreens a^^ 
tirely cover Ih^s small pyramidal, buildivg^ 
and add much to its romantic beauty. On 
a tablet fixed in the rock, close to the aft- 
trance, you will read the following lines: 

'^ Qui cineres tumuli hac vestigia condiiiir oiUsi, . 

lUe hoc qui cecioit P^cua^ Ruraj pucfSf *' , 

^ A^pr ^pjatipuing. my m*Jk fw mUm 
ig|][fl^J ^rrmd^^pAith^; l^.eiofii4g»aM9 
§)^ih«}f aiDuli^iip diwn«|«<\ anAfitlMM 

ifiu4 p^Uq^#nt]r«)r J^^mwB^^ Jwcwpmih 
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teiiis; its situatioto is wildly besutiftif, 
and well adapted for minds fond of con«- 
templation. A French author concludes 
his description of this lake with the follow- 
ing sentence : ^^ I will say to all melan-^ 
cMy and tender hearts who shall visif 
Na]des,.do not fail to go and sit down on 
the borders of the lake of Agnano/' The 
surface of the lake was covered with in- 
numerable wild fowl of rarious kinds, and 
the weather so delightful, as to remind 
me of the approach of spring. The sea 
was most strikingly beautiful ; the moun- 
tains which jut out into it, occasionally 
fMming in appearance a number of pic<* 
tiiresque lakes. * Here is an island; and 
there a little Tillage on the declivity- of a 
bill. I experienced the most pleasing 
sensations on beholding all these lovely 
objects which surround the lake. of. Ag- 
nano; On its borders are the stews of St. 
Januarius, in a vaulted building contain* 
ing several smsill rooms, where the hot 
baths sre situated. On 'ent€i(*ing tb^, 
yMM sntell a skrbng strlphareous vaptittif 
wMih^ tide)^ frointhe groiitid; --Stkil^'^ 
tteiiUMOte M^ so very ^«ti^'tftdl'^dtt %m 
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dnljr remain in them for a few AommtB. 
I was 80 much affected ad to be obliged 
immediately to retreat. You will perceiFe 
fsome holes in the earth where the invalids 
are placed, and covered with flannel in or«- 
der to receive dry baths, which are deemed 
very beneficial for various diseases, besides 
convulsions, rheumatism, and asthma. A 
few hundred yards from the stews of St. 
Januarius, is a small excavation in the rock, 
called the dog's grotto, because from the 
earth arises a. nauseous vapour destructive 
to animal life. Our guide, remaining eotr 
side himself, held his dog in the middle af 
the, grotto. The animal was soon neBSoibly 
affected, first sti-uggled, and then l^owled 
most piteously: but he now no longer ^ 
moved, and was to all appearance dead 
In a few moments he wonld in realitjr have 
expired, had not his master taken htm out 
of the grotto. I thought this singular, tbut 
^ruel experiment had proved fatal, as the 
dog remained immoveable <hi first being 
exposed to the frei^ air ; however, amttia^ 
tion by degrees returned, his fainliag fit 
^ded, and he ran round the lake most 
lustily, not a little hop^y, no doabt, «d r^« 
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gain his liberty. The surrounding scenery 
is very picturesque, and full of variety. 
After crossing the mountains covered with 
romantic woods, we arrived at an Enchant- 
ing vaHey, in which the fig-tree, the vine, 
and poplar, are most luxuriant. To com- 
plete the landscape, by the side of the 
scattered cottages, you will observe the 
fragrant orange-tree. I had been treading 
on classic ground during the whole of iny 
walk. This is the country celebriated in 
the verses of the immortal Virgil ; and in 
these delightful spots dwelt the ancient 
Roinans. 

The next excursion I made was to Pouz- 
zoli, a small town situated very delight- 
fully near the sea, about seven miles from 
Naples. In the square of Pouzzoli is a 
very handisome and antique pedestal of 
white marble, about five feet in length 
and' three in height, on which are moire 
than a dozen statues of men and women 
iii basso' relieve. By the inscription we 
know that these figures (executed with 
the greatest delicacy) are meant to reprie- 
sent towns in Asia Minor, which, having 
been greatly injured by different convul- 
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siooA of natureii were restoced h(f th^ cMsi* 
peror Tiberius. In another square near 
iik» elegant pedestal, i» the statue of .a 
Roman senator. The head is uodern, hut 
the drapery of the toga virilia very sti^ik* 
ing. The cathedral of Pou^zoli was 
iMrmerly an ancient teuple. Its exterior 
is still embellished with ser/^ral beaqtifu) 
Corinthian pillars, which belonged. to Uie 
original edifice. 

In the environs of PouzzoU are many 
int^esting remaifis iif the ancient town,. at 
the bead of which stajiMl thpse of the itenit- 
ple supposed to have been dedicated to 
Serapis. From the eolo«sa> fragipc^uts of 
the pillars, and the peculiar beauty <^f 
tbe frise^ yon can fytm some idea of the 
original splendor and magnificence of thfe 
edifice. Arouiid tibe interior are several 
rooms, one of which served 4s sa bath for 
the priests at their sacrifices. Th^y vere 
all cased with ma)*ble. You seethe spols ' 
where the victims were immolated^ eveii the 
iron rings to which they were faste&e4».a,|i^ 
the large jars whftch oont^ftned their, blood 
and entrails, la the centre of this temple 
is a spring ^f warm water. Three isolate^ 
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pUlum alone are now standing of th^ many 
splendid ones whioh adorned this circular 
building ; the remainder were^ in a great 
mcfisure, destroyed by an earthquake. 
Aboye the town ai^ some trifling restiges 
of tan'amphitheatrei The arena^ where 
the gladiators exhibited, av^d where wild 
beasts and men met' one another in the 
combat, is now happily an orchard^ entirely 
covered with frtiit trees* This amphithea* 
tire is said to have been built by Diocles^n^ 
and in its interior is a t^hapel, erected to 
the; memory of ^bme^ martyr. Not far 
distant are the remains of a fine .tpinple, 
^c;dicated to'Nepttine, and on < every, skie 
yp\\ will see the wreck of ancient#edifices. 
I havQ already observed, that the mountain 
of |*atlernum, faaious in ancient tiikies for 
the wine of that name, is about two miles 
distant from Pouzzolt. 

I next went to Solfa^rra^ an extin* 
guished voldanO) situated about a mile to 
the north of Poug^oli. Its top has entirely 
disi^p^^rod* lu th^ oval basin, 1,500 feet 
loilg, you remark the*/ renains of t^«old 
craters. Smoke issuer iofth froip every 
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pisrtof the inountain, and at die principal 
mouth you distinctly hear the noise of 
water coming from the lake of Agnano, 
which is quit^ boiling. On striking the 
ground dn which you are walking with a 
stone» the earth very perceptibly vibrates' 
beneath you ; this proves that there must be 
tolfiofnieijse Clotty below. Herfe are likewise 
sbtne sweathig beiths, the heat of which I 
Cduld'^carcely bear for a moment. This 
iftountairi' produce* a "variefty* of mineralii^ 
'itmongst which sulphur is most abundant; 
^besides titrtol' and ial atbmoniac. Thekhig 
has hete a large manufactory of sulphur. 
I f-etttiti'ed^ to Fou«oli 1o sleep^ whe^e I 
ibbiserved ifi the pc^rt; the remains of ah iti^ 
inense pier, built to protect the vessels, feut 
^mmonly called *• the bridge of Caliguia/' 
^^^ that emperor having been so foolish' as 
# Itecfw a bridge over ffbin thence to Baia, 
^hd^to Support it against this pier; but as 
'th6 bridge nd longer existed, I hired a 
libaf eiirly on the' moWx>w, and crossed ttn 
Wift of tli0*fiea to the opposite sh6l«ei • ' 

AklWiM^long the codist, atad^ 
plated the beautiful bay of Naples, the 
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weather was heayenly, and nothing ap- 
peared to intetnipt the quiet^cf mldi^Hght- 
ful a morning, 

n sol m^i 4 ImI giorn^ npp q^p^^ : . 

L*aere e .la terra B*BMegnLy^ ', e Tacque 
Per lo mar aveah pace e per U fiumi.' 

Leaving thelKiatji pvoqeed^ wMb mf 
giiide to viaw the^ laaajr iiiJ:€festi»gyobjf^ 
il^tch Ibis cimutxff> wirftaMlSv. JHavi|»g 
;paa0Qd by M^^^ Mue^vpi; ;iinoth€» »i^|i|ir 
giui^l^ y^OfOio,} ymj^meit^ .the^ l^k^jQf 
Aremo^ nearly^lmlf a mile in diamet^^i^ti 
:tbe bordeis ^f ;^^il^iWe ^mev^gmm^ 
^aftentpl^, aajid >ik>)b9%^ P 

Ail^lh^) Tbw:lafce/ijw^;itt 
ciljed *^ Jhe tefee of MVtftoi^ ii«he4ftrl^ 
^^lour- and depth o/ ila wateK, and frofflilj^ 

^ii«wbiiod- ISwr; tbew**9r.'»t«dffB4f*fti»i?|^- 
teiirifQeaua.alK|i)e,;H[aB|ied th^^ 
sjibildf Ciii»fc (feut it ift very ujMsrt^i^iffr 
what. purpo$ie it w$v9 intend^) whei^,1j||e 
classical ideas of ^ tisi^r may ai^n^lflle 
the doleful waters df Aqherbn; wi4l i^ose 
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that wander through this catem, fmd of 
which it is indeed true, that 

'' Above no sky ia seen ; bdow 
A turbid wave is seen to flo w> 
' Which scarcel J, as it moves aloiig> 
Deserves the tribute of a soiig." 

Having provided ourselves with torches, 
we entered a commodious passage, pierced 
through the solid rock ; but sdon the rond 
t)ecame so narrow, as tmly to admit oife 
person at a time: an4 tis'w« now* ImmI 
'reached apaH of it ^here ibe water was 
two feet 'in depth, 1 mounted mi the «hiMil- 
ders of my guide, and had a ride for about 
thirty yards/ We at last ^arrirad a* ^niD 
rooms cut out of the rode, one of which 
they tell you served for the q^bil's baths, 
whilst, from Hie other, she Mivared ber 
oracles. The ayhil was 4he grand {nnh 
ph^tess of paganism. This cavern is veiy 
tittle attered, »faiGe Ihe time it waadescribed 
by Virgil in the following liaes : 

, ''^pduiic^^tafiiit^ vasto^ueimmanishiat^ 
8cmpeay tuta lacu nigro nemorunque tenebris^ 
Quam super baud uUs poterant impun£ volantes 
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. 'CmifK iMpwiiifl^ talis aeee halitus tdtirm 
. .F^^i^ibas effim(}QQ8 supera a4 conyexa ferebait ^ 
(Unde locum Graii dixerunt nomine Aornon.)** 

JEvEiD,B.6. 

However, there are no lotig'er any de^^; 
structive vapours arising from the Lake« 
Whether it was because Virgil has said 
so, It know not; bnt, oertamlyy to me the 
whole scenery about the Lake of Averno 
appeared dark, gloomy, and imposing. 
fi^tikr from timttt^ on the fi^ea jshoroi are 
tlid hti/Am of Pf09tirpinei fliid» almoat a4« 
joining, 'these of: N^o, whkh are sJm 
cialiidtlie stents of Tritoli. The latter are 
sweating batlia :. not bdii^ in rude heaj^y 
I was litde inclined to> Contend witibt the 
tebt, and therefore only went a shoart way 
into the interior. My gvade came oiit 
»tirely bathed in persinraAicai, although 
he hud almoitetript himself naked before 
iMt entered; he brought out irom^the 
esdreoiity a bucket of water, safficiej^J^ 
hot to boil sonoie eggs, of iwbich I partook, 
irom curiosity as well as appetite. Close 
lo the entrance are a number of rooms, 
hewn out of the rock, in which the in- 
valids ilapose after taking the baths, the 
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season Ite whkb 10 earty< in tb4 wavamast^ 
The baths of this cotttt are totiisiderted be- 
4[ieficial ibr nervous iaffections. Hoi^oe 
says, the peeple of Baia were ati^ry at his 
going dsewfaere £Mr the pecoTery of hto 
health: 

*' Sane ntfiirCeta telinqui^ ' 
.'.Pictmie ceiifctttem pewris eiideie moriiain 

Hob. Ep. l<5^ lib. 1. 

We pnce more embarked on the charm- 
ing* bay, and landed at Baia. You will 
constantly remark along the -lAdre tbe. 
nuiis^ of antique edifices, many of which 
are under the transparent water, occa* 
ifiohed' by -the* many inrottds^ the" siaa 
has made on this oMSt. ' It Hi '^ly^Mlile 
the Neapolitai^f wi)A . never have the cu« 
riosity to^ raeQiar^ .die many treasures in 
sculpture and- .mMai<$ here concealed. 
Close to: fitfia ^arcf isomtl vestiges of the 
temple of 'Diana. The wreck of its im- 
mense dome convinces you of its former 
magtiyAie^^ice'.''''Ail >e«revy'Sti^ I conttm- 
(AAted^ with peeidiar^iiMerast, some traoe 
of the ancieAt town of Baia, so ceie* 
brated by the poets for its delightful si- 
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4i9^aftiQini bud theio^iUaa; and here, iii-^ 
$iead ^ ra^naily, ^joj/wg the many m^ 
tm^hlvwmes of/ this feyouH^ i^pot, thcjr 
p^^liped aJifa^^f jriotmsdls^ipatifdii and ^ 
bauchery. .; j 

. The charms prtbis:^|iaidiati¥ely beaa- 
tiful dimate have beenifmig fagr^tbe Muqet 
from time immiraaofial down^ to the pre* 
sent day : Horace says, , ; 

'^^ Isfullud in orbe slniid Bajis praetucetWaenis^^ 
And.Viiaril sppakstpf itS;#emal sj^nngftun 
*****Hfc ver assiduxini atque allents mensibus aestas.^- 

jil^moi^ inc^^^ifO^ tupisf^. our poet Addj^9J|i 
tfeW?W^5Ws«» hiffiS^lf : M.I * 

•* feear me, some gbd, 'te l^aia's gentle seats, ' 
C' Or ^o^er mc^ la ITmbrkl^ giMA' rttieaAs, < 

; ./W1meiire9l99mj;g«l»9i^t«9QU3^if^^ )^{ 

^d ^ tiM^ ^fasQi^ la^riid^«ll tlfeif pride : 
Blossoms, and fruity and flowers, together rise, , 
And the whole year in gay confusion lies.*' 

I. next ohaef ved m ^ifiqe :siip|»9f»ed;0 
ime hmak dedifMOcidtto Mmmty-^ mmhis^ 
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Hous ; «Rd a little Airther tre -dome rdoim 
which, probably, belonged 'Id a temflle^ 
Venus, where youfiod a few Intsso relitmr^ 
Imough of which remain * to «hcwthe'Aii'* 
deiicacy of some • of the aabjeatEk' Con*- 
ttnuing our walk towards the Cape of 
Mieeno, we arriwd^ at thxi-Piswia Mird'- 
MKr^wipposad^'have been a Jtu^ reseiv 
▼oit fcr water, -to -mpfily the fleet; or, 
as others affirm, a MMf -for fifilu Y6ii 
descend by thirty marble stepa to Jthis 
building, which is nearly 200- feet <squaiie» 
and will be chiefly struck with the ei9Ki#« 
mous size of the fbrty<»eigkt pillars vfkkh 
support it« In this* neighbourhood is the 
Lake of Fusard^ commuiiicating with the 
tea, and called Acheron by (he fyete, who 
celebrated the feitile country on tbC'Cif^- 
site side by the mam of the^Elfwan fields^ 
to which poetitel (fidtion said that Chamu 
rowed ovei^ the ishades of those decehsed* 
Vfom th^se heights the coup d'csil of* the 
surrounding objects is full of sublimity. 
T(m behdld -the remains oflhe tdwn and 
hai^bour of'Miseno, 'beyond wbidh* is 4he 
iMarid of PMbiidii^ contaimng'a(liiige«(iw«i, 
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and a tafiftl^, Wiiich ^r^eh an an WairidMl 
residenee for the King nf Naples — ^tud, sifti 
Airther, is the island of iK^/ir. 

'We how passed tt^oagh ifae(yiHag« 'of 
Bauii, where tbefe am> numerous vestig^ed 
of aiieient septrikhves; Wht cKmate iien 
is so warm, that tfid peasantry are oiicom«' 
moufy diark^ aad^fiie^woiiien'y especially^ 
appdsfir scorched like the ^indars of the lata 
^hich surround them. ' 

Neaf Bauli wfe • entered afaotter • siditer^^ 
raneoM^and' tHelmcholy afMide^ in whielli 
there ai^e jitoled to be ii^ fcundred emal) 
raMoifi, Iromwlienice itreceireadts name.of 
*' 'Ceni(> . OmareUe/' some «ay Aeae mpn 
the prisons iof Nero; whelfier so«or*iioV 
nothing could hate esceedejd the horror of 
«be pladd. i I « The i ilmig^kmk are unchietfed 
by! the Isastray o£ Mght This circiM% 
«taiiee; howerer, ■. might perhaps hav^e: gmir 
lified the mind of a Nero. Others, hmfr 
^er^ affirm, they were the ^cellars b^l^Wft- 
ittg to an extensite palajceu . Cloae to th^fOi^ 
flharaiS'anuther cayei»H:called tki} tomJ^#f 
the neouA Agiipptna. . Yayt/Kitf mlwi^fiir 
hy tli^assifcta iic e of tbe>toiwhei on Mdt«#<i^ 
of (the lM%e vault, some paii^ngi iaAtui:m» 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 BAIA. 

whicht howeyer, are in a bad state of pre* 
senration. It id supposed that near thia 
spot died the young Marcellus, son of 
Octavia, poisoned by the ^cruel wife of 
Augustus. The memory of this amiable 
prince, who had acquired the aflection and 
esteem of the Romans, was celelnrated 
by Virgil in the following t\tgy^ which 
fen^thes grief in' every line ; and one may, 
therefore, give credit to thie author of the 
ttfe of Virgil, who says that Octavia (mo- 
tffi6r of Marcelhis) fainted away when the 
poet read them in her company : 

'' Quantos iUe virum magnam Mavortis ad urbem 
Campus aget gemitus ! vel qus^, Tiberine, videbis 
- Fanera, qinmi tumolum ptmUidBbtTt feoentem !. 
Hfttt Pictas t heu prisca fidesj*' &<> &c. 

The situation of the few houses which 
now compose the town of Baia is mdtit 
picturesque. The little bay which the sea 
ttirms here is charming, as well as the ap- 
pearisince of every thing around. Villages 
are very numerous ; and the country is tio- 
^tTered with figs, vines, and other fruit-trees, 
producing the finest foliage imaginable. 
Near Baia is the Lake of Fessala ; atid on 
its borders a sporting-boX' belonging td the 
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king. Here royalty comes to shoot the 
wild boars which inhabit the neighbouring 
woods. 5 

All young travellers, but especiallj[ 
young Englishmea, are continually im« 
posed upon by the fishermen on this coai^ 
who, immediately on their arrival, oflfi^r 
them some modem antiques for sale^ 
which are covered with figures of animals^ 
reptiles, ^nd plants, and called by them 
amethysts, cornelians, and agates, but 
which, in reality, are all of composition, 
and manufactured at Naples. One man 
in particular tormented me for more thah 
an hour with his entreaties to purchase? an 
exquisite cornelian, which, • he solemlily 
affirmed, had been washed in by the sea 
only the day before, Out of curiosity I 
looked at the pretended treasure, and on it 
found a, most ridiculous figure of an ass, ill 
imitation of the Etruscan. I told the man I 
should have no more sense than the animal 
reprefiented on his cornelian if I could l^e 
persuaded to buy such a specimen of an- 
tiquity. 

We now once more embarked, and passol 
by the castle of Baia, a fortification situat^ 
on the cape of that name. As we rowed 
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along, we again observed the scattered 
fragments of buildings at the water's edge. 
This proves, that, by various earthquakes, 
so- common in this climate, the sea, as I 
before observed, has considerably gained 
ground ; and, indeed, you also find walls 
ftanding, which extend some hundred 
yards into the sea. I returned to Naples 
highly delighted, and with the most pleas*- 
ing impressions left on my mind, from the 
contemplation of objects which cannot fail 
to interest even the most careless observer. 
Another morning- was spent in visiting 
thci royal palace situated at Caserta^ about 
twelve miles to the north of Naples. This 
|Niiace, whieh forms a square, has never 
been finished; but is, notwithstanding, 
the largest in Italy. The e:itterior consists 
of four grand colonnades and a vestibule ; 
and the immense suite of apartments are, 
for the most part, unfurnished ; but the 
present king (Murat) was embellishing 
some of ih^ rooms, which promise to be 
very i^ostly. The staircase here surpasses 
in magnificence any other I have met With. 
The whole is composed of a variety of rich 
marUeS) the slnbs on the steps being each 
.of <we blocky eigliteen feet in length. At 
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tbto firatlamiiiig-plafie are tn^ hi^e litotv 
sumI At the tof^ ,a» .Tariet|r of pillans remark^ 
i|))0 foi? itb^ir fil^raftce. I doubt .if th«n 

Iklm ix>yal ^c^ha^ . ia tbi0 pfofie is likewii^ 
^miff^lycoyeried with ftie marble. Aittongst 
tJtia (paintiog&i ibe beat^ist one* 1^ Mengs^ 
rftpr^^ntiikg X\^ pnetentirtAOB idi the Nipgm 
m tbe temple^ You/ miit not omit to yiirit 
ttk^ tbeatre»iii»ve» wlikh^ is filled up with 
gr/eiaVtaatiei . . :. , .. . i 

Wi1;bii^ a mile oC itbe |^l«iea of. Caafsrta 
ia tbat.Qf. jB^ttiflfcr^?, M^bicb* bei»g 919^11$ is 
c)^ii^% used as a,8l^>pti^[^boaL foit royaltjr« 
It baai beew.wejil vm^^ fpr.tbe Yusw imitk 
fgaY^j:«Knai ip cbarcEMng., Tbe >garden aitd 
pleasurengrounds ate tei^ oqt.^ieiK^rdiiig 
to , ^ taste ^enewiHy fowid . ^ t<i pt e?ail 
abirof^^ li4i5d,wjlac,hAJbia¥e.b«foi^ r^mnrked 
res{i^tiag the . |lwi8)i yiUatu J^ature m 
^vaif^T^me^e^^ hem 

is whsyt^tbe ItaUanf; o^nsidcr a.superb.eabi 
«ade, entire)]^ artifiqial) i^ there fowtalM 
cqi%ft&^. with hosts. <^ sea, ffds a«di igadi» 
desifef^: OPK yw wi;)?'^ ^ a< grotto wber? 
a cool »traklniiEaaQdeia; addailtanwvdt 
eatar ,a,»tiwgbt!aTeQii^^ of .toses ttrjinsM 
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wkh the greAteftt iiteety« The whole it thd 
work of art only { aqd bothinf is diore im* 
interedtiiig thansudi « sight to the admirer 
ofthe beauties of tiatare. The plain of Ca* 
pua, in which Casorta ^rtands^ is finely aiU 
tivwted^andb^auttliiUy'Wooded. On ereiry 
side you s«e eta abundance of Tines^ elites, 
and other fruitiArscs, with numerous viU 
lages scattered arosmd. About Iburniileft 
from Caserta is^n aqnednot^ wiiiohis 6ne 
of the finest modem works of the kiM in 
^tistaice. It crosBestbree valleys; and ptfsses 
through five mavMains. I deseetlded jllto 
ope of the v«illeys, where the ^butldiilg^ is 
1618 feet in length, andl78infaetgiit;^l^he 
wliole is cmistrncted of a ligbt-col6tated 
stone, found 'in theneighbourfadod. ' I did 
not reach Naples again till after sfm-iset. 

The Mykl palace atP(>r^{ci'^abiMlf^6 
miles from Naples) is ^et'tci be cotifpitf«tt 
forbeautyof^ardiitecture irkh th^'on^'ttt 
Caserta ; but it inoloi^8> a ' 6iii£ft^'tE)fiMfbfe 
mttseum of anmetous {taiiitin^S^tidi 4fl\Uk 
luiliquesffouhd sft ^HerevlalilgaM^^iMid'Aitik^ 
peii^f Olbe exfecutimi ^f thd g«ftt«frftlf«|»<wr 
llwsei paintsngn jfi not SDMstrildrrig'>ii^4iifc 
bnghtnass andwonderfill prMilfatioiiiiir 
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tht^edlouffsv: Amongst the ibeet I observed 
^one of Dido in despair ;• it £edt, iti tbe 
t^gure 06 -^bibfa yo* ^11 dhgerve g«*it 
HS]^miiletry. Theseofc Htrerdrtlfig' a tfttild 
from a momtef k strtkilk^ as are like- 
wise the three Graceia; v*^4ie meeeittg of 
Orttte« a»d Pytia»'^i» ati! csDceilent gnMfp, 
leach ' eottotenamctt i!sanftaim%>^ndeflhl 
. es:fre«(»ion;> Uereia^ a'lt}umlb^^l)f 

nmlpi, 'smq4 ftoine'^therr^talBgects^ whicb ikte 

¥eey 'Jiidicrous- -»1- Ij^ema a school, 

5i>^07ei 4^oe. b€iy ^was! <>» Ufaer hack of another, 

andr the tnaiter hj^^herafde, in the aet 

pffin^lcti^ itorpol^ fiapi^meiit.^ '^f%ls 

mod^. of enforcdisg l^araingp seemis, &dr0- 

li^re, toiharV^beed &fii^aiu€b(apl|»rov^d of l^ 

the Greeks and^Romans aHat '1^ by '-thetpe- 

^i^ogues of the^re^eat'diujf. J ateo irecol- 

^leet a p^rioUft paiBtiag i»l frescot dl a^art- 

r4ag6^drawtf hy, a.g]!asBbojpper>a:iid'of whidb 

af«itri>Ha>tbectiachmam Another isxltawiiL 

by^di butteitiy, ahd eondnoted by a^gi^ffiiik 

Theie^' sn^eet? i»i»^ possibly have > had 

wvm satmcalvijiefii^reiiee. Tte afltnirer ^f 

4SKliq[uity wlH'be.moeli g^tiificddhms^tiig 

tfaia luoaeiiwi* As viiethave:£Bgiis|uso;iiihe 

VOL. n. E 
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aucieiitB had frespo paintings oter tte 
'8hopm representing^ their 4aff6raiit prvrfes- 
siopa. Several of these paiatinga are here 
preserved, basidcs vaaea of silver^ lNf0Ma» 
and e«rthenwarei.u8^ in the temples; and 
a ic^riety of other, utensils, remarkable im 
the delicacy.. of their execatieii« As the 
king generally resides in this palade durii^ 
certain seasons of the year, the Nef^poliUMi 
nobility have nuineroiis villaa, in a vest 
charming country asonnd Pertioi. 

InnumertMe are the interesting objeali 
n hich surrqund jlN^>leflU Oar< next oecui^ 
sion was to the ruins of Pompm. VaarioHS 
authors inform us that Pompeii was si^ 
tuated in the Gulf of Naples, with Herca- 
laneum on one side, and Stabia and Sor^ 
rentino on the other. 

During, an eruption ;ef Vesimu^,^^ this 
city was entirely buried (wiith thdgnefifeiri 
part of its inhabitant) p^ lui idimeiiiai 
shower of cindei^, and co^timied^midw 
ground between 17 and IBOO^ yearayttill^flb 
was psvrtljy laid ^en in mo^ean tiasesi A* 
tbe eni^raoiQe.^Ponipaii anf tbe^JMivacte 
of the ^otdi^ia, and a Aumber vofiflQlatf ^ 
thjeDqiic. order, on wiiichlheamabnusaa 
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bgr drnwing glaiHortors, and 
otter figures, which you* can s^l plainly 
diatingaifllu Tli» two grand theatres: are 
near tbvs spot On^'was ibr tragedy , and 
the <ithdr for ct^nedy ; the^ fonder foein|f* 
coiter^d forttbe perfbntianceat night, the 
latker- (which was for the representations 
dnrrng' the daytime) is entirely open. 
One door coBdncted to both. Here you wiH 
<ibflMBrve the marble «eats fm the sp^dfatorei 
and at ooer end of the* theatre,* the cMef 
afltogistrates" seat^'thet^tage, attd the rooina 
wbem>ibe' actors dressed. On' the area 
aMiiwriften::tlfie following wodte : 

'.•'11^5 ;•■;.. ^iB!tfBiBno %%yDn/* *-• - • 

^flShe^ardMtefctnre »f one of these tbea-^ 
tfiH^'W tb^'shiqfie Of a crescent, is partien- 
teii()»iadmirEsl by^aU^c^ntidisseurii. Afteii 
piiiiingittirot]^h a limg 'gatlcnry leading to 
Hieiliie^rttiesj n^^ drri«red^ at a sqtrare, neur 
wiiiclB iaiai tonploiof the , ilotite oriiier. On 
Mi >afl^i&iQi«y|^ pedasMl^is Uhis in^nfiftiod, 

e2 
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52 PC^MIlBil^ 

roimd^ by twenty columns of marble, and 
notioed the channels through which the 
water ran^ in order to keep the roomscMl. 
We now walked down one of the princifpal 
sheets, which is about ten feet in breadth. 
By the side is a raised pavement, for .footr 
passengers* That in -the centre was for 
carriages^ (which are supposed to . have 
b^en tabout four feet broad) so that there 
was sufficient 000m for two to pass each 
other. Here you, will plainly perceive the 
ruts made by the wheels nearly .200Q«yfMS 
ago ! ! ; On one .side of this street, am the 
remains of the magnificent temple of Im, 
in a good state of preservation* tiehiiiil 
the altar is a recess, wh^^s some. say ^tbe 
priests hid themselves, and delivering their 
oracles from thence, made the people on 
the outside believe that the gods, were 
speaking. .Others consider this idea ent>^ 
neous. Near this altar is the pedestal <m 
which the. sacrifices w^re jofiei^5 4H»iom 
wlmr^ the priests, washed theii:hmd9i^9«4 
a kindof well, iutp, which the.ciod^rsi^eDe 
thrAwu. ,We.proceadfi4 ona Jittle fiBu^tfwp:^ 
ao4 r<^iw4rk«4 $tWfftber;t€SEQplf |.^aidrto^.h^^ 
b^en dfidaeated *9 £«cu)a|iiw. NeiU d^fHt 
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POMPBif.' 53 

jsn hoiiB^^ rapposedto have belonged to h 
^statuary, wherein many specimens of the 
Aie arts were found. Every person must 
-experience the greatest interest in visiting 
4he amphitheatre of Pompeii. Curiosity 
has never gone so far as- to clear the whole 
4>f the arena;» btit I was glad to find work- 
flien now employed for that purpose* On 
its sid^ are represented a variety of anit 
malB, which used to foe introduced in the 
6&hibitioiiis, and near one of them is a 
ai^uiided gladiator. It was' here thfe an- 
iSehts took delight in seeing their fellow- 
<?reatcfrei^torn'iti piecefe by wild beasts, and 
wiheteevew i^omen fexposed themselves, 
and direndhed the ground "with dieir blood; 

" Sed ftDeminarum illustriuixiy senatorumque 
t'llibriim plures per arenam foedati sunt/* 

At efiaoh ttioiiieAt the w6rkmen were dis- 
i^etihg iW^e pteeies of fresco paintings 
^W*i«5h^W6t being yet feded bf the smi^ 
oiffi^^d^ ft) ^ the Sight a variety of «W6ufe 
teftfrfe^^qtifeittly'beautiftil than woikl* eAii 
traptdel^j ^ In^bir mi^hitti^itb^^^re d^ 
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forty-two rows of seats for the spectators^ 
-all of marble, which alone serve to girt 
one an idea of the original splendor of tbe 
edifice. Pompeii, as I have already oil- 
served, was only buried by the loose oih- 
•ders of Vesuvius, but Herculaneum (which 
I shall afterwards describe) was likewise 
covered with diflferent strata of lava, h is, 
-therefore, much easier to discover the Ft?- 
mains of antiquity in the former cky^Ami 
in the latter. We now contemplated the 
wreck of a third temple, which, as far as 
one can judge from the elegance of its 
friezes, and the peculiar richness and va^ieiy 
of its marble, mfust have beii^fi the mM. 
ynagnificent edifice in Pomj^ii. * \As no 
insi^riptions have been found, it- is not 
known to whom this temple was dedicated. 
The walls of the private dwellings; «re 
painted itk itesco ; how lovely are Hie Wae 
borders, what a pretty appearance have tile 
yellow pannels, how much more hf iHii^nt 
^re they than the col^^irtrs of the pn^m^t 
^ay! Many of the paintings repr600nt 
different animals, but the best ^of tlmn 
ivere remoVed^ to the royal museuw *at 
Portki^ :I can ibncy thf»e hcmsesifWiiitiA 
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were dometmies two stories high» to have 
lieen vecy comlbrtable, although not of a 
]*r|^ sriEe. The rooms in each of them 
m^e distributed nearly in the same manner. 
The mail>Ie' basin in the centre, to contain 
%¥ater» .tUe mosaic paVement> and many 
otber^obleots, mtisit naturally engage your 
i^ttenti<m< These rooma, though small, 
possess an elegance and justness of pro- 
porticm^ which in^mediately strike a person 
$19 he entera. We now repaired to the 
most populous part of the eity, tq sc^e the 
palaces^ shops, fountains, baths, and se* 
pukhi^es^ First we went into an oil-shop, 
still fefll of large amphorse, which con- 
tained the liquor, and remaining in the 
i9am€i situation in which they were found. 
On -s^me of them you' will observe the 
Jiame of : the maker. What peculiar inte^ 
ravt did I take in minutely eiLaminkig every 
thing about theoiln^an's shop, \^hose earthen 
jari^ had continued unmoved for so many 
agc» I We next found ourselves in a kitch^n^ 
vrhw^ an e^paellcnt fire-place, with a stove 
tm^eaioh side of it, is plamly distinguiajbed. 
^This kiit^faen, toget^ea: with several s^d* 
j<Hbing: itiottis^ no dptijht belfinged to-a 
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suu^tuouspal^^. Near ituras thegardeiu 
In tb^ De^t koiim^ we fovnd a handsomd 
i^tairpUM, walls painted wit^ great taate, 
pavemffate. .qf iricl) , mnf ble, and . .beautilul 
inoaaics. H^re Ja a jroow, .^befre» . it 'ip 
8upp^tHi4» tbo'.w^d to dinf%. having t)m 
di£(he9 placed in tbe jcen^«4 ;Clo$e to tiiia 
roQQi an^^am^ bf^tbu. Amongst tbe:maiiy 
arabesiquQ paintiiiga with vbi4^i,th€r. walla 
are .cover^dvl admired in partioularitbl) 
figjir^a :of y^nna, Mars, Cupidi 'Eiiopn 
wit^ti t^^ffc)uUyand mo^t of alU'JOi%nsLin>tb^ 
Uavtb> a^nM^pll ,a«,^iitlJe Ba<;qbw*,fl( gre^ 
beauty, .anfl a, |]tf^<^k e9Xi«g ^erries^ tbe 
Ij^ter ,pf j.iivhiph is beautifully, ^i^^uted^ 
Tl^e brillianpy of th? .colours .must astonie^ 
all . tbe. world* Xou. would . imagknei . tfifk 
se^ng. ^bem, iu.any otber apat^ Jibat .tbey 
bad been . r^<^ei»<ly , paint? d^ In i^h 9m 
of i^be .^}\J Mgaiu ri^mfurked tbe deofi ri^ 
niftd^.b^ itbe pbafiot-iyjheels, and os ttfmM 
i^^ rpiipdy aa^>an;<Hlr^r6s^, anoii^eK^ aiid a 
mill fw grinding corn» all of wbkb i^ai^ 
yeiy worthy of attention. The ^»ftY^Wiii» 
Q^j«f;h. thQ SjV^ej ^d (he im m^qbiMS dUt 
€pr:bi*t;littiei^Qm tbofe.we nawmaike use 
9^^/or MkeriHrposM. Queacxbuide^plitilie 
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streets wei^ s^^ral foanlaitis ci^&Veniailljy 
s^a(e4* We. next vil»ted a wi^rctfl 
9obQols wber^n many cuiuoua instruments 
li^ei^ dii^eova^d. In one of the rooms of/ 
fhis Iwttdmg is an appro)[>rfeile painting^ 
om "tbe* wMh of a doctor Meeding a woman. 
T*ti0 next'object ^^9 ^ cellar, containing a 
qpaantity of"l«irge Amphorce^ now filled with 
^nd^rs, Anstefid of wiuev for ivhick tfaejr 
wlere^ intended. Sixteen skeletons were 
f^nndf 4t the dobr of this cellar. The ad- 
joitiii^ house was a very extensive one. 
Two Skeletons (sufiposed to have been 
Incise ♦f the -proprietor a1id» his servant) 
wc^ su^rroHhded by a great quatltity of 
g0ldK silvery tindpreoioti^ jewels. They 
mast tokve* been stiffoeated by the citider« 
Wheb • •eiwJeavouring^ ' to- escape with the 
ino«t valuable part of the Jiroperty, Pass- 
iag thrctngh'oiie of'4he 'gates of the city, 
we.!arrived at a ktag street^, withdut l^e 
wall% 401 'each side of whteb :^e b numbar 
ofsepulefar^s. On one of them are the 
followiog woirds: Mmmm, >P* F. SdcerdoH 
BukScm ' J^ocw Seputiup ^datuM^ Gnthmm 
ifi^rM^ ' ' <hi another are - re^re^iit^' the 
ipmM^of tdbo g}i^a«orsy in iMaso relievoi , 
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One tomb has been le^ in te imne stole 
iH whioh it was dkcaverod. Yon-see tlie 
urns whieh coivlained the ashes, <the small 
IttBps, and eaitheti jar8« This monamentis 
smrmouoted by ani^ceUent basso Ihelie^a, 
rqnresentiog* a galley. ' Amongst thfe imuly 
epitaphs,' is one on'thetombofia%oy ii4io 
died at the tender a^e ef tweWe yeark' * it 
10 veiy concise and simple^ ' ^^ A *'Velmsio 
grsto vis Anno 12*"^ u m . 

-' We ascended* a hill, and took a iriiew of 
Pompeii. The ashes were twe«ty*#re 
fbet deep, and the walls of thehocMM^iinew 
standing', are about twelve bigb; bat not 
more than one quarter of the ^tty, (wlkieli 
is said to hare been four miles inbfronm- 
ference) is yet unoovered. The remainder 
is still oTerwhelmed witii cindersi^* and the 
surface aberre^ planted with fruit tmes. 
These are the principal objects which 
struck my attention during my frequ^it 
tisits <to^ Pompeii 9 - but th^re iiisrei a thon- 
sibnd olbers ^trhich ^ perhaps^ it * ^otdd'^ be 
iii'mtmi^ to^enumeraite* I bad lieen^walk^ 
itigithrougb w ctty baik n^rly 0600 fears 
ago, whioh duting^the gi^aier peMi^Vtmi 
lim^'hMieootiiMMd buiried uiiddir gr^mtOt: 
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I Itttdi 6iit6Mi]^ the rooms of die houses, 
nad remaned in the shopa many impl€* 
.ments u^ fc^r different pirofbssions : I had 
-M0D:the;vtUa near the lown where Cicero 
is said to have resided : in fact, I caiuMt 
describe half what I saw or fdit on tysoo* 
sion ; suffice it to say, that during the 
whole of my tour, I never exparian^ed 
such sensations of pleasure in exploring 
the remains of antiquity. 

The ruins of the ancient Herculaneum 
are under the modern Resins. During an 
arupticNEk of Vesuvius, Herculancum was 
entirely covered for a height of forty feet, 
with different strata of lava and cinder, 
idbrout seventy years after the birth of Christ, 
«and entirely lost for sixteen centuries 1 |n 
^<ler to see its ruins, you descend under 
ipround by the help of torches, and pans 
lihrough long and extensive passages, 
)irhere the immense thickness of the walls, 
and solidity of the arbhes are astonishing. 
W6 waUced round the theatre, which was 
^f an oval form, and observed its marble 
seats, besides a few fresco paintings on the 
widktt fiii4 the pedestals where thd sts^tues 
^tood. Most of the valuaUte curiMiti^fii «f 
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H^rculaQigiim have however been memoved, 
and deposited in the royal museum. Here 
and there you meet with a pretty iri^e, 
and a little further the following inscripr 
tion : '*• Claudio et Papirio coni^ulibus Her- 
culanenses posuere podt mortdm/' 

Let their ashes remain lintouched after 
a rest of 2000 years ! 




, 't->'.- ■t'*. ■« *< 



, -■ , ; .4 . ,, 


i • - 




• .' "/ ^•• 


'^ '■: 


-,- ^.f'r •■ 


.'..,..• .... , 


' .f. ,• 


4 MiPi^r X 



Digitized by 



Google 



VBfiUVIITS/ 6B 



CHAPTER JIL 



The wondrous scenes 1 am about to de- 
scribe on visiting Mount Vesuvius, have 
been so justly, and so much more forcibly 
delineated by the immortal bard, though 
suggested by another mountain, that I 
must beg permission to recal. them to the 
recollection of my classical readers, 



.^„,^^.^*'* Sed lu^mficia juxta toQat ^tna niinis^ 
Intenlum^ue atram prorumpit ad sethera nubeni, ^^ 
Turbine fumantempiceo et candente favilllL; 
Attolitque ^lobos fiammarum^ et sidera lambit ; 
Ititerdum soopidos, avulsaque viscera tnontis^ 
SHgit .eriictans^ liqti^actaque saxa sub auras . : 

Cw) geoiitu^glpmerat^ f undoque axa^s^oft ia^oj* 

ViRG. ^N. 3, 571—577. 

This burning mountain is on the side 
of Naples nearly perpendicular, and com* 
puted to be about 1500 feet high. 

The notes for the following description 
J made on the spot, and the onfy recbm^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



mendkttion I can giwe them, is that of their 

being a trae statement of the principal 

objects which struck my attention. Ifaiy- 

ing arrived at the town of Resina, which 

is at the foot of Vesuvius, we cfuitted Mur 

carriage and fendunted on asses. A gwide 

acocMnpanied each of us, and previously: 

to our ascending Vesuvius, we crossed a: 

hill of moderate height, on which is -i, 

solitary habitation occupied by an old 

man calling himself a hermit^ wboi had 

passed tweaty years of his life on this«se^' 

questered spot. Hia dwelling is peculiaiply 

situated, and in no danger of bein^ de«. 

sjtroyed by the lava* Here^ therefeeei b»\ 

remains, notwithstanding the terrific en3l|H 

tions of the mountain. Having provide^ 

ouiBelves with^ some refreshment^ ij^^nd? 

written purnamei^ in thehQokwhwhtt^^ 

n^odern hermit presented to us (ac€wdi40' 

to. the custpm of all travellers wb^ mi|l(e 

this excursion) we again mounted .aw< 

donkeys and rode for B>£ftwhmd^^^kvdf»^- 

till the Mcent becoming too !rapid«f«i9i9^ 

were obliged to, dismount and proceed 91|' 

ft^xt , .Before you reach tbe^sumuilircii^^. 

sqviu^i the a^es which cover^tl^Iwratwe 
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9tt^m9^tMiAiBtyfm mnnot Imr >imr Iwnd 
Ollftbsi&ifor A nwmMit^Mileat is easily ft^eA 
byt^laciDgMit vHk tti«B&' 8sb«9, or wear the 
a<^pKrf«ngiinM)l: .mi^}«Mir'tTglit,«'iii&faieh tB 
9kmoist^(i&^ > hofl. *nA ' iittl^ t fufther > on we 
cMne.t^ a racessir^imKidbeiioe flames in 
gritanml iMiuib'ferthi, aoiidiwh^re cmr gtfiilM 
teaitedr**iB^itte< Intead'-iif a few minutiesr. 
Near tbin^tranii ipot f^eratms iV^uently 
sitep,(«n oiile#>t<^ /Witness^ dite flambs of tiie 
liNMln^iadnttlie^glooiii^ bf night > * * <We b^ 
boMriileariy atA' konr in- antvtilg'tbtiB fer,^ 
ail«kfotts»4 «ha diffieuily 6f thetas^^eiittrere 
ettAe<l^^««d thatihe nsmainder^ of ow ^^Mtfw 
lii^ mift-^d^ topiafiVtmmuk wd^ neairff <)^ 
»^I ><Diiir^alk had been v^ijrfkti^ifl^, 
^>l#e» ' We*e' ^o^times tr|) • to eiir knees 
ih<i^fi9bcll,' Alii^t b^l^ing a badftfoti^^^^ 1^^ 
<f*ihtly'rtW %a<:k fchryatds together; biil 
ii^^ii#frreiBtehed the Mva, atid ptoeeeded 
wiib>tn%i!^h ttiore' *ifcility. Sttiok* isSned 
mth ^eiA^^ifHryptn of the dttders a* well 
a*fflK>m^t&e^ftfet^« rocks ewcrusted wltli 
^l|)hiirj* *PtweedIttg a shor« distance 6ti 
«jl^ jUtt;'We ktr Iki^ "spdM id the'itiotib- 
ti§if dd^HM Mitb lsM«rkih^ Milphllf ^of i^t 
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64 ^BfOVHTS. 

Were now ivrikiiig im tnie* 

tnM ^f lava, of iiikiiieiiae*#epfcr ^ ^C WI ^ 

mm and then we' Met with* lifrge^^MWiftl 

baUs ofiata, very heavy, Md*'iiBMMlllH|: 

a tfaunderholt. One oftlMr giiidM;2«fa» 

^as in front ndw hcJlD^teg -^ib" W <fc 

faasten our steps, we iMMm iM4vei*4l^^ 

crater or moudi of ihe^i^eteakio;' h)0fil(f ii 

oval, the shortest diamelsr 'of* w 4 iiM rf ift 

«bout 100 fethoms. How cart t^taibiMil 

my seifeations at that mencMt ? * '4l^'«Mit 

iM^ sooner Hiere belbre nishitailii stf Liimlll 

ibiiiftd ftrth 'from 4(ie bODom <lf<tli8 MJb|liP> 

iMn; innumeralile red<^hot ^ ' S t oiiiiSft vlWit 

Aurled into the -air with wonA^fa mnai 

Vind the ' whole wa» acbbi«|iii4ied^t|iym 

dreadfiri crash resiimhttq^HuMdiinu^'Mif 

0hook Nvas so'grMt *l»t<«heeiitthi««MH| 

hied, the fragments of Ted^h<rt4«lii fM ^ 

emtj part avound^ me, and bne straekHQif 

(Hend who was close by ray^ide/ ^ He^Mil 

fortunate in not receiving ia»finfttenalHii» 

jnry, as some 'of thesei fthgMeiMS'^^efl 

mot^ nUettf * « hundred pcmnds'in'* ;w«^Iin 

The^l^eftt^ pari of the stbneii ^HMfe^MI 

ttte*)in!^i«oih whendb tkisy ^4iitaMI i|^ 

mense pieces of lava, however, waM p#ilNd 
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l«^.jAllc»9iirt.bgr me. 4^ sbpver 9f,<^Q> 
ikia#ilmi(i4) U4»i» bej^elct ianKuneniliJe 
ivgiin«tefof:lM^ipBgJai(ftiAtb«Mr, Wbi^ 
«< «i^ ! |I«» t«rri6e was the .rMir, faoty 

«£ MS w^t sot be $lif^ 
If ^Mm fisny ewMpiciet 1 . My mind wa9 
i lli il w i tlfc je li jM M i fl «nr«iim<l:adiiwmtion iM; 
iim mum h^S^mime. . Wb«i tj^fSfi.jUiw 

im l ^ OtHtwIwui wmDWdiiig ,tbe AcN^r 
i il i mg v fij i ii fllii.»h» <M«tr(vi|»d>c^QUfxjol 

lifr4k4irM«i4auii^«f.4|i0<«IM»t IJie air 
^btit'«fe bi<f^lii9#.M(i«h 4if$c^Uyr9«d^yiP9 
toobift«MMlh|fl« pawtQoti a fmrtjnwl ^Iflt^ 
■i0r'4i)jl»< A* ifitorHm of. I^^^n^^ ; ,^ikjq> 
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mmt, tfad retamiog to ihe-Unpi^mtmititM 
down on a rock tooonteinplato.tfaeiSiikN 
Hmity around. I bad baea ibewioatj^Mt 
ftfUr moments, when^ on a BwdAen^mmttimT 
crash followed more, harrtble tliaii>ilbo 
fbmier. The stones rose in thomaMb^ 
and some of them utere of immaaae Mte 
A part oi the lava thrown up was tbbol^' 
but that which we sa^ mote immiMliaiilfr 
in the bosom of the Tolcimei, iforttedi om 
entity sheet of fire. I eanlinned ulk^^bt 
brtok of tli€i precipice, and betwai»ii4iia 
deferent sfaocks^ comsifttfd^ > my ' i deao s t i 
papef ; for I hold that ^va few wofds-M 
the spot are wor^ volumes of • 
tiont'* Still I doobt whelh<^ tby 
Will gwB bredjt to this rmvnAimt^famAipgo* 
bably I should not my^lAf, had)'! imf$ 
bfeen an eye-witness of snek^terrifidiliafi 
nificence! , • r ^n^ 

*' Chi va Ionian da la sua patria, rede * ^' 

Cose dA qud cte gia cn^dea^lo^tane : • ■ ;<1 ^> 
Cb6timiiido]spiil>awseg|Ki»«a»it( lU. in 
B^sthoftta biipi^p ^ liw^es , , , , , -. ..^ 
Che'l volgo ^ciocco non gli yuol darfede^ . ^^ 
Se noB le vede^ e tocc^ chiare e plane/' . 

The rowing ^ovun^aatd M'«#«n»Jtttaf«f0 
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^«&dMthe^1lKlI|d)eiftlg alMidiSt nw^ 
ittpd«ldd erery^fivefciintiteBfor the spacie of 
to4our,'eiBiok 0iM)<4{^eaf ing more sonorous 
llMl]»>4ilie! ib^men The clouds of smofee 
vinr&jfathe#0d< tfeick around us ; und be*" 
titaiiiiMthe feelkmii^ of the mouivtaki 
HmtBe 'womed m dcmliy pause. The eye 
MoiDoU 'With anxiety for the fliEish) the ear 
llrib]ihd;attinfln«ly to cateb<the roar ; and 
^m hta^tv^iietlhe^MtemHi storm wa» thus 
ltf«!tia|p^'aiid the face of > the moufrtmin 
darkc!»edj was viokut : presently the oraAer 
liMttfitadkited by the jNtrstmg torrent^ Ihe 
Mr ^v^^ vent 'by terftfio lightnings^ and fhc 
iml|^.i«iiid«ti[0ns!of'iA6 mountain apptaned 
atMihci i by ther doafefimg and incesaqart 
{MBftls^'Wfaidbifarake like tr^iiendous artiK 
twy itroiMd . . I mafvep found nayseK so de« 
fiiMiitda'iMi^iw^eito-oxprass what I fe)t| 
ienw, and beards A shower of cinders 
H»w followed ; and the w4i^d happening to 
ebaip^e at that amnai^t, respiration wa^ 
muah fl^Hrer>dlfi«idt than before, and we 
wme oMiged, ftif a short tim^, to leasrp^ 
Hm crater. Various ><^riters state, thaf 
thMa. cinders haYel)6eii freqi^ently tjirown 
to'diMai»farl»Df'«he gio)^^^^^ 

f2 
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IHttV^ eTeti red«hedi£gypt^ nadt 
^M ftlarm Ifaete. 'iiirniiter«MeaidMMMIi 
the ' h>ng6^ I Matid 'tb^ 'nm^j^fldUiiiM^lM 
tHd "sceta^ app^-; •iatt>80He 1afrihe.<liiM^ 
severe crfashesiwtiS'thundeiHirtnickv VMt 
siaVted backwhli ^»rrap> ItiisudifGtH^ 
W deteftnine-the' diepthiof thcnal^rMt ■ fyttm 
the fop of the crater, whca 'Ae-miwInONlk 
ried off the finndki^, we immIiI aurflOP^jiNIt 
fnio the htreHor. I dcoarMMM%nid«iM«i 
fhiiher ' than - the -guidesv • b«l ; ,y9mn fimii 
bbYfged to iietreat from 'the-i ii>ow al»«rf 
stones'and tohes wlrieh fell oBiemi|(ta«lft> 
When tUelshocki comncncedivwi^UAidnt 
k'nbiV T^hat ' might MiecMd) hmt Tomuumd 
full of silent ^pectatitfir, mmBAmi^lkamr 
:pn»€ and adniiratioii.- 'LooMMtvit-Mtili^ 
tny curiosity,^ bat ^littibMl ufp^he tbamttaim 
to get di^^iM vlc»«r6 of -tbeiifieriiamoAitte 
volcano. ' Th« ftMsrig «ras tfaoie mnj InHI 
and Wc^tt&in'r and >ita Ihe.abgrM itiwuft 
diatelj' belb#, 'deaitii iMmtod opCDMl|ftj|i 
jaws to relddVe^ aiiy>ilU4todta|M<]ti|tM^ 
truly '"^enffi*: i«^as th« aj^pearanoaiioff/^ 
rbcls cbVe^ed' 'With mlpiiaii iu.hA, ite^Wbr 
fiegated toldufs,' wltea the «loiiib «AnNriffe 
^iKipp^ared,' aHM 
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ii^indribeiiK«lhct(irodjtiQfNJI )»n.t|)ie,aiii)d 
tofi««Mnglifa(MmemioCifireia«euipgf(0dr|tj3^ fcf^ 
tlKPboadKi wf th* eantb, waA,tjilfov{OL ,Mp i^ 

|iil»rc«i7«li»ef«r ttnuivbKb <nk(W>) to Ani vvjf 
MAenlioiVMite ilv(9y,thft.r«M*, ;W| t^e.^olj^. 
lilfe<lukYOi* of i«v>«ryiihi|}g,W0i)i^l W^e^.tlij^ 
tbpeufy '«nd MMbce .in<>upt9^r?i'Uif^pf)f^ 
««ttt»aM"tttt>craitery lithe df^rlf^.Tftluii^^ 
tttMfce'Mitaii^frain iit, l*Mll|d <fro* atWf/^ 
4Ue b(innnf.lav«;, a#«e» ^ fi^.lj^q^g^i^j^ 

W!f ■iaM0inatioii.>r-l,/&qqk4,I.^^ J?e/orp 
mftitbe snttnmiie iii(o,tfa<&, jnfefp^f r^fyoi^ 
«ll<Jthei<hoit<«. ^f » chj^w. i^^o^^ j^f^PSfeP 
<i#i)akatlB. ^i ;]%i aui^ ; if'w^, , so . jqtp^essed 

«aitiliM:tioiWf4i»itt fig^ot, the. reaqiiqiAdeir of 

'llte7da7i«tth»diia^h/qC^s48^'i W Ji^ 
lMiftadMpd^'iMAuth«N)KixlK)W^ and it iv^ 
ttt»wi<tinuiitet««f|ffiati« Y/^ i|f^.w^ej|pfi^,the 
iHMilli dfjiava hftHermm j^wn-llhii^Jn^Hi^^ 
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-which wi¥e dv^rthrowti; ftttW ©fted -«« 
ilbw built on the spot wbeli^ lh« itlf^iMit 
formerly stood. How soon, rilas, may«»htf 
Mtae cruel flite happeii to them ! i "Til* 
lava consists of a thick fluid Mbsttitiei; 
which, when condensed* by 'CoM, becieyiMi 
perfectly bard atid solid. The dtid^Emij 
althaugh deep, were still biixiyant, soitfliM 
1 descended Ve«civius with the greaHest 
speed, sometimes travelling: at^Mi^ i*ate df 
ten or twelve miles an hour, being -^afttowt 
<me hour in the ascent, and 0nly n'ifawtttft 
of that time in the^l^esceilt. Thmreiii^ iittle 
orno danger of ftrlling, the clhdirii^' hAHAg 
very fine ; during the greater part? of^Hlfe 
way you meet with tio sort of obstacle, gHMI 
can scarcely stop yourself. The day h^d 
been delightful, and we were very fortunate 
in our excursion, having heard these craisfaes 
were the forerunners of an eruption, ^md 
(hat it was only a week since the mamMAtt 
)iad began to be disturbed. 

I must not omit to motion, that 4 
ais^^nded Vesuvius a second timie, uni 
inade litis ^ecicursion by night W<e dto od 
a:t the bermits^e, <on 4he ^old pMvisMM 
ive had ^Wonght ^mth us; aawl 
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jiif§rds^ ir^M^wd, for <a. few hours, oa the 
jH^MiWble b«^s,iwhich this habitation af-- 
Aiftdfi^» At 12 p'clock we wei*e on foot, 
fffA ag9)in re^/cbed the crater of Vesuvius 
4hput half past one. The m^Oi^ at this 
AMonent bappen<ed to be concealed J^ 
Mud tibe noiintain ; and the 4^i*kness q( 
m^t hmskg lif^^ead on every ^ide ^^roui^ 
Ji^^ peieuliariy favoured the appearance of 
the hurmn^ vol<^gt90» The opnyulpive 
^^^oelj^s qoiriinued for an hour with yerjr 
lii^ ij^termis^ion. Tki» was the c^ly 
^f ^wful gratidem*. The st^ne^ and ^I^t^ 
jjH^Lted Irom the bpsonii of the iQpunt^iiEh 
§^1k imi^ to anjonormf^ Jhe^ght, an^ 
§mw^ ei^ire showers of $re, 

r \ Lp^GlNUft. 

. <' Whfle tbe QDurth is.bursl amio^r from jto fpiUKlftr 
^i^[^ p^ii4 .the verfT dept)is qf Jart^nis ^re 4Uclos^ and 
l^d bare to view." 

j The cmp d'mi wm still wwe terrifie 
|iMaL!thirt»which I had witnessed hem on^ 
fovnier occasiota. Dsiylight prevents ymu* 
ABeing^ tihe ieictent of the Hame ; but in the 
9lMm of Aigbt, when ^ crash comf 
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mences, the whole mass proj^^^^f 'ttolir 
below, is brighily illumined. Mftitf^ 
sWck dumb with wonde^ kntt' fi/tiriiHsi?fH 
r wis quietly seated on i'l4rge"lW^ii8iOT 
of lava during file silence beiw^4fei*ttle^l? 
fererit bursts, xhen 1 experien^c^rf'k'yHcSMr 
of an earthquake : the earth' very li^i^tt^ 
trembled heneath me'. We returned' ^ 
Naples the next morning sltiU/ incire^ ^«- 
li^hted than we had been with' o^r'foi^w 
excureion. I could never look ak VesiHHulj^ 
rising oh the opposite side of 'mlfe' l^i^ 
about S* miles id the east'of ^NapVesI,^ ^ffli 
dSt picturing to my imagination tfeemJ^ 
l^drs bf'the eruption, which, ori sbih^^nMnl 
diy, might bury this gay itty, kild bM^ 
immediate beauties, under ' its ' bu^fi^ 
ashes, as it did Pompeii and s^Ver^t i^im 
towns. Tfeiis you see, not^vithstahdiii^^lfife 
many charms of this deHghttul city^'iftfHlii 
ttkewise its disadvantages -and 6cdid6iiM 
Alarms from earthquakes, tianiidt 'falFSi 
idicite adxiety in a r^flectifeg^ttlirid; 'IPhfeA 
^kii one blight shbckdttrjiig liayttdyllA^ 
ftht hdppily 1 dM not feel it. ^^nmix^ 

^'^'Th6 Neapolitans are a very i(l<*4«d?W 
^e6ide,^arisilig^^ in a grM'M^gi^^.'^^idak 
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jj|a|^f,,Bu^ w^atw wqree, the greater 
^^p^, t^eift, ar^ remarl^ably addicted t(f 
^llifjp^^nd artifice, cpntinuaU^ trying by. 
^Wyi'wW^/ki^^pe.straRgers, Thi8> 
tji^j^^a^t^^r^.t^e worjd'g^^^ them.; and, 
^fHH ^ 9^Pf 9|b.^^^?tion, I thin)( they de«> 
MTV^.^^t.^ » If yqy. accuse. a native pf any 
oihe^^paftffO^ Italy of endeavouring tq 
ch<^t^oUp^ h^^immediately exclaims, '^ ^o« 
-Cf^jtfWra^ fion sano Napolitanqy'^^^\ Don't 
f^^^^frajj^,-,!^ ajp not a Neapolitan/' Tfef?^ 
wpfi^^a^ N^pjies are in geoerai very plaii^ 
i)^l|^tb^f|; an^i^ated expressipQ of feature 
^^M W^l^^}^. ^mong the fair sex i« m9?e 
^pi||^f^^.clim9(tes, fade9.here very quickly. 
,J^¥}gli|i^mfuq, before he leaves home, 
h ^pf .appreciate his native fair as he 
9l9ght, tp 4o; but, after visitijBg foreigi^ 
^j|i^s,,;i.]^4 weing; foreign women, with 
|¥ftftt^??*l p)b^asure will he anticipate the 
^^^.of .l^is.pnce inore beholding those of 

|Wil9^^i»W»P*^» ^hose charms are 95 
j^ji^^^p^.4 ^U oyer, the wprld- TI15 
oountehances p//the^NeipppUtaii mfn am 
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omtrary : the women are hAndsome^^ liift 
tbe men plain and under uze. The peg^ 
pie have all dark complexions ; but 4iftmt 
of the lower orders k almost the colour of 
copper. The necessaries of life are clmq(i 
in this city for the natives ; but ail tif- 
sellers are made to pay very dear for every 
thing. Notwithstanding the heat of t|^ 
climate, there is but little good wine made 
near Naples. I understand, that in no 
country does the vine arrive at a bighfV 
itate of perfection ; but the people, ftfim 
their natural indolence, take not the leaprt 
pains during the vintage, and often t^iK>w 
stems and other rubbish altogether into,the 
wine-press. The vines producing the red 
wine, called lacrymoe Christie grow in 4ke 
fieigfabourhood of Vesuvius. 

Retigion here seems to be but little x^ 
spected. During Lent (which is so stric<3}^ 
i»bserved at Rome) the theatres are afl 
open, and the gay world as active as at any 
other time of the year. Neglect of cdqe%* 
tion, and laxity of morals, are more gen^r^il 
set Naples than in any other part of Italy. 
JThe depravity of manners which lisuattf 
^evails wherever ^the Erencli pay 't|i^ 
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vigitd) has evidently had a powerfol iiv- 
flo6n€6 here. In other cities of Italy, at 
feast the forms and ceremonies of Religion 
ate observed, and the conduct of the in- 
httbitahts influenced by principles of reli- 
gion, or from a desire to stand well witti 
the higher authorities; but the Neapoli- 
tans, in either case, c^annot be charged 
witKi duplicity, for their higher orders 
equally disregard the forms and the prat> 
tice of all religion whatever. 
' The beggars here are more numerous 
and more annoying than in any other city 
in Europe : and, if you do not relieve them, 
they are always insolent. In the streets 
you are frequently attacked by these people 
tinder a curious garb. I refer to a numbeir 
of miserable females, whose faces are co^ 
vered with a black veil, and who absolutely 
will hot take a refusal, but continue fol- 
lowing you till you are at last obliged to 
give a trifle in order to get rid of them. 
They likewise fill the coffee-houses, which 
is a nuisance I never observed any wherfe 
else. The immensfe number of these ob- 
jfeits of depravity and poverty which at 
every moment presented themselves to my 
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iyWib this city, and tlie MuYdy {llM>Mi^ 
of their manners, led me one t^lrtary HvifH* 
ing to the following reflettidns tdspidlM^ 
tnendicity in different parts aX Etnropfi' '^^ 
' The excessive drawbackb' M«l*lk *ft»ir 
traveller must experience yrotit'iiif) pkW^ 
sures, or even comfort^', oh VikM^i^'tti^ 
south of Europe, (let hitn'btart'froiii "illii 
iroct of Lisbon and proceed tfaiy><igfaf ^Vikf 
part of Spain, France, arid Italy) t'flfe 
wretchedness and beggary which pHMefIt 
themselves in every town, village, ho^W, 
and even apartment, through ftfl IM^ 
christian catholifc countries, can oniy*f)^ 
kppreciated by those who tt^ittiest * 6^6^ 
scenes. We in England become ftlmlUtt^ 
^0 pictures of real and fictitious miiMtty, 
jparticularly in our large toivns, wber^n 
the perseverance aiiid industry bf the- a«tMi 
\n this profession of begging,^ bate 'Dlafilfe 
tio inconsiderable progress. W* may, In 
consequence, thitik ourselves pitpAred^Mr 
scenes of this description in ibMigti *ttttlft- 
tries. If, however, an Eng'lii^li^tfatM^ii^ htt 
tiW the feeliiig of philanfhi^py botsM@l^ 
abljf^luriied*: kiid,^in part^ctt?a^, * tBfe:ife^ 

^Hfe^^olerice of the softer *eit ^Aofltoftbrbfe 
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iflBi^^UUn© tP «;^f»€ct, I WQuldadyise t^ej^ 
IfMN^^y, «ut l)oj[)9e,or (4 leaa^not deceive tjlji^^f 
aelve^jWAtiJi tfee e^pefj^tioM.) ti*at tWu?''*!} 
^If^ j«jpi^fi|)erritpte4 8oen.^,o|aippse;fp%Mit 
«^.|>I^«^p ,i9 their tfs^YeJs. . In Spaip ^n^ 
%rtiigi^ J^mif^ W?wy »n^ njendicity ?jr? 
9f;fkiii))){of^^ jqgre ejct^d^ scale; thap i^ 
fftkpcfi see. JL^Jy .; bpt with, this di^erenc^i 
^tip.tJl^ If^fter co.vi9lrie8 thisiNrvfes^j^ 
^.p^fve APl^ti);'c4 and rqfined than i^ tM 
fippi?^% wher^ they contei^t. thema^T^^ 
agi^q^tly e;x,hlhiting disease of the v^i^ 
%fn^^le d<B9crip^on »n the jrpad side,, ||^ 
tlM^^poKtt^ »f atr^eta* t^ ^ t|ie gate^ <)|' 
WfffrJjPgKWg ^e Alii^^^h^, o/j some^ 13^^ 
iffm^ sa^tt :tQ. ia^r« ypi^ with charitjr. 
lYAg^M^d. monks, d^sal)led Md.ier?, jind 
liMii^hofman^educa^d in begpoy, m^^ 
flOkiWniple to. enter your ^part^^ep^ts yvfyi]^ 
#1 dWRer /^r supper, ^hii^ti jthc^ door, an<j^ 
^th ^n^QWQt.hpinility, persey^i:^ in theijj^ 
9f^^n n»iik it.is.giaated... I YiHf: ppce i|gi 
company with, a yqi^ng :E»0^Ji?n^pn ait.^j^ 
fl^.,<oiwa. iuitbe ^wrth. pf ,%ai^, ,w^^ 
4lF«» JlW Iw WPpi^^reid hisjhfi^^ft^.,^^ 
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dggree, his appetite, on nmk a vimt^kom 
a friar, who came in and 910011 at our tablt 
during the middle of suf^r* My friwid 
swore in good English, roaring for the laad# 
lord and waiter to turn out the maiduwttL; 
but to me such visits were not noirel ; tmi 
I always found a rery small pittaims 90I 
rid of the intruder. As soon as. our idsitw 
walked off, I joeosely told my cMupaiii^a 
that the pudre on departing, said, he woqM 
call again in half an hour. This imaginaiiir 
piece of insolence so increased the irritatwD 
0f my friend, as completely to ovetsetidiis 
composure as well as appetite ; so that- J 
was left without assistance in finisbiiig lini 
oUa^ he supplying the Attic salt, hy bis dim 
sertation on bad police, beggakyy thievimy^ 
and robbery I . ' m 

In France and Italy the beggws :fmt* 
«ess a superior polish and persaveraiiat^; 
and it may be deemed an .established 
maxim among them, that a refuaal isJiot 
%n answer. . At post houses and . toil^M 
where you pass throi;^b, they areafi wt^ 
gular in attendance at the door as«4ii 
landl^d ormaiter, u»d place theniMlirfpiii 
pofiiticms to aateb^tbe^eyey tufii wiUfife^imtf 
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Aitdistaiit dwartn of bees. If you stiut ymi» 
ifjm, orthe wkidow^bHnds of your camagj^^ 
yKMrirolunitarily beeome a kind of state pH^ 
fkm&i litidof courts aipe deprived of seeing 
tm place or its mhabitants ; btit this will 
iMit altv^ys^^eeifFeyon frotnftfafeir importu« 
ttities, for I have found it occur, that they 
will open the door of the carriage, and 
present such a countenance of real or fie-' 
tkious misery, that I believe few travellers 
jMmevere in whatever resolutions they have 
§oitAtA sunder cnsch unequal contests ; at 
leMt, I know, that whoever wishes to cpiH 
mH his'htolth or ease, had better not enter 
Ae litirts with such opponents. In large 
dMed^ on coniing out of one house, you are 
fiiirly hunted, till you get iiito another} 
Ae' fiMertiity, however, appear to have 
tbis^^int of etiquette, that only one hunts 
yon at a time ; but before you are out of 
sight of the former beggar whom you haVd 
Mlieved, you are considered fair game; foi 
the Kst of the pack. Woe be to thos0 
«ho go out shopping with a lady u»dcf 
tbciv torni^ for they h«ve not t)ie shadow di 
«hMiili^iisf eseapef If yiw SyW a faousep 
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Ikey will remain, emblems of pfttieoett 
watching yoor exit. They besiege yoti at 
the door, and use such ingenious appeals 
of flattery to excite your charity, as seMam 
foil of success ; but should di8iq>pointmeiit 
occur, theyojfken add insult, abuse, and 
threats, for having so unavailingly lost so 
much of their precious time. In France 
the national poKtesse is as remarkalde in 
this as in every other order of socie^; 
<' Bon jour J charmante madame et aimabte 
mofuieur^** (said a beggar to me, as 1 was 
one day walking in the street with a lady) 
** i7 y d hng4efns que je n^ai pas eu l^ktn^ 
neur de vous voir J* On our entering tiK 
shop of the patissier^ she continued, ^* Je 
vcfus attend h la porte avec patience :** we 
replied, '^ // est inutile^ nous n*aoons rien 
d vous donner. ** On leaving us, the <M wo- 
man added, with the most perfect nanchd<^ 
lancej and apparent philosophy, ^^AUmss 
fd serh pour un autre jour.'* ' Men of ta* 
lents have precedence in this as well as in 
all other professions.; and a decrepit bodjr; 
teme leg, or a woe-begotten face, are is 
the same degrees of promotion, as a hfsad- 
some footaian is for a fiufyVi ebariotj or a 
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DPftWfo^, ^r^liie ig^rb of mifltfiy i»aiinilM^ 
jB^Att^^^tp- , .TibeteiiatiiA duageBlb 

ti ll8P<^it'.^b«gr; )ur&it(!f»lteifttel|rt.;«id 

iR|r rea^ti,9a».duriiig.«!i{Wy. a aK)H,t?ury^Yi^|jj,|, 

i:g|^(^^stWc|i,e3^(en8ir^<wrete|tedQfSSj40<|v 

w|pti¥f onc9ifragem«atit9in4i#ti7aOr icwi^ 
ijjjlg l^^enlior eppressiop.of the.respei4iAf$^ 
tt}W!fVeiil9, is a 3ql)|jieft I s)»a4l> nDt.<^ 
t|^^QCf{|£4PQ<di9cuiss. >Vi^ all tbis, 1m)w. 
^^.| hfi;^ flgr d)Oii^.wXetb^ >^1<^.; 
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Ireland, at kast as much as in the other 
parts of Europe. Such a fact must excite 
much surprise in the minds of foreigners, 
M^hen they are informed that in this coun- 
try provision is made for the maintenance 
of the poor, which is now said to amount 
annually to the sum of nine millions ster* 
ling ! ! This very circumstance may be con* 
sidered one of the causes of its extending 
existence; thus a charity, which, when 
established 200 years since, proceeded from 
the humanity and benevolence of govern- 
ment, becomes, in a manner, an encou- 
ragement or premium for idleness aiid 
improvidence. We may also add to this 
fund the innumerable private and public 
establishments of hospitals, alms-houses, 
&c. for their relief, as well as the constant 
subscriptions which, in every part of the 
kingdom, are collected on every occasion of 
distress, making many millions more ; and 
in this are not included the sums daily re- 
ceived, or stolen, by street beggars who go 
from door to door. This latter description 
of vagabonds practise every art which hu- 
man invention is capable of, to excite the 
prevailing philanthropy of this country* 
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We have it in evidence before a com- 
mittee of tlie House of Commons, that out 
of 400 common beggars in London, there 
are not above fifty who are incapable of 
getting a livelihood by work. But idle-^ 
uess is obviously a much better pursuit^ 
as it came out also in evidence, that it is 
considered a bad day's work, if they do not 
get 2^. 6rf. per day, and that others get 
5s. %d. a day, and with a lost limb, and 
plenty of rags, 7s. k day. Well known cha- 
racters are obliged to change their dress 
two or three times a day, and they borrow 
infants from the poor, to excite compas« 
sion. An unhealthy child usually receives 
from Is. 6d. to 2^. 6d. a day. In protof of 
the existence of this nefarious traffic, it 
was stated, on the same authority, that 
there are many public-houses in London 
for the resort of beggars, where they sup 
from 1 io 200 every evening. . They eat 
no broken victuals, and their: usual ex*? 
penses are from 2^. to 2^. 6^. each. Gin* 
shops might here be mentioned as power«- 
fiilly operating to increase the disease, 
mendicity ) and immorality of bur lower 

g2 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 NAPLBS. 

orders. From these hot-beds for de- 
pravity and misery the inhabitants of 
southern climates are happily free. 

In Ireland, I believe the vast crowds of 
miserable mendicants which appear in all 
parts of that country, lare worse clothed^ 
worse fed, and worse housed, than in any 
other part of the civilized world. For this 
opinion we have the authority of an Irish 
judge, in his memorable address to a 
grand jury ; in w^hich he states, " I wish 
the Irish peasant had at least the comforts 
of an English sow, for an English farmei; 
would refuse to eat the flesh of a hog, so 
lodged and fed as an Irish peasant is !.!'' 

The good people of Naples are still 
jealous of their neighbours, the Messi- 
nians, because their city is not yet under 
the patronage of the Virgin Mary, who 
wrote a letter to them,, dated "Jeru- 
salem, 3d June,*' wherein she takes their 
city under' her divine protection. The 
original is unfortunately lost, but a copy is 
still preserved in their caithedral, of which 
even the envious inhabitants of Naples 
dare not dispute the authenticity. Hem:^ 
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the festival " La Virgine della ktttra^'' ce- 
lebrated by walking) singing, and in burn- 
ing wax candles, which last ceremony, 
above all others, forms the essence of ca- 
tholic solemnity. A strict Roman patholic 
lohgs as impatiently for the festival of St. 
Suaire, or St, Croix, or Sta, Veronica, as 
a school-boy in England does for the re- 
presentation of Punch and the devil, and 
there is, Inoreover, generally as much mi- 
niicry at one farce as at the other. 

There are no less than 30,000 Lazaront 
at Naples, whose principal occupation 
seems similar to that of our portefrs. I» 
this warm climate they are content with 
being very thinly clad, and go about with- 
out shoes or stockings. They live on a 
moderate degree of food, and use no spi- 
rituous liquors, sleeping all the year round 
in the open air, or under the porches of 
churches and palaces. There is among' 
them a strong esprit de carpSy which keepi^ 
them united in one body, and their charac- 
ter being that of determined resolution, 
makes them formidable to the goverfiment^ 
which finds it for it^ interest to keep on 
good terms with thetn. They formerly la- 
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boured under, the imputation of being ad- 
dicted to assassination for hire ; if this were 
ever true, I am well informed it is not so 
at present. 

The police of this city is now very ad- 
mirable, (the article mendicity only ex- 
cepted) so that at eleven o'clock at night 
the streets are nearly as quiet as those of 
a retired country town. 

All the Neapolitans, from the highest 
to the lowest orders of society, are rcr 
markably fond of macaroni. The latter 
live so entirely upon it, as scarcely ever to 
touch meat ; but you will observe the 
Lazarpni especially, eating it in the streets, 
where it is to be bought ready dressed all 
the day long. They reminded me of a 
crow devouring an earthworm, for they 
take hold of it with their fingers, and fr^* 
quently before it reaches their mouths, 
you will see a whole yard of smoking ma- 
caroni in the air ! What a bonne bouche ! 
oh che boccone ! 

I occasionally here experienced the Sci- 
rocco wind, which is heated by the sands 
oi Africa, over which it passes, and brings 
with it black and noxious vapours, equally 
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destructiTe of animal and vegetable life, 
and in no small degree injurious to the 
buildings which it visits. 

Of the kingdom of Naples, so eminently 
conspicuous among all the countries of the 
worid, for its delightful climate, for the fer- 
tility of its soil, and the grandeur of its 
scenes, I shall take leave, in the words of 
the no less beautiful and eminent poet, 

*' Salve magna parens fri^m Saturoia teI1us> 
Magna yirum. — ** 
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CHAPTER IV. 



We left this delightful city with regret, 
after a residence of near three months, 
during which the greater part of our time 
had been occupied, either in exploring the 
remains of antiquity, or in contemplating 
the beauties of nature* 

We returned to Rome, and after re- 
visiting the Pantheon, -the Coliseum, St. 
Peter's, and many other favourite objects, 
proceeded towards Florence, by the road 
which passes through Perrugia. The 
first night we slept at Naniy near which 
town are the ruins of a Roman bridge, de^ 
dicated to Augustus. From the vestiges 
remaining, I should judge that it must 
have been among the most superb struc- 
tures of this description in Italy. It had 
three arches, and the centre one was of an 
enormous size. 
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From herice we went to Ternt. The 
country from Rome, until you approach 
Temi, is not very striking, but it after- 
wards changes, and the scenery becomes 
foeautifally romantic. You cro% achain 
of the Apennines, which rise abruptly 
from their base, and are entirely covered 
with verdure. Amongst the great variety 
of evergreens, the ilex and laurel are par* 
ticularly luxuriant. 

The city of Terni is of remote anti^iuity,^ 
and situated in a most luxuriatit valley, 
watered by the river Nera, but the ruins 
of the theatre, and other antiquities, be- 
came objects of less curiosity to me, after 
those I had lately quitted; proceeding, 
therefore, towards Spoletto, the road pre- 
sented, at every turn, some pleasing or ro- 
mantic view. In some places the waters 
were seen to shine among the branches of 
the distant trees ; in others, to glide with 
a noisy course between adjoining hills; 
and thus continued to vary their appear- 
ance, until they became almost stationary 
to the sight. 

The casoades, (called delle marmore) 
about four miles from Terni, are consi- 
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dered to be amoii^ the finest in Europe. 
Tbese fisdls of the river EvelinQ consist of 
several immense bodies of water, which, 
ajfter running with the greatest impetujosity 
to .the brink of a high rock, precipitate 
titefnselves for a distance of upwards of 
300 feet, with a thundering noise, into the 
river Nera, the bosom of which is entirely 
hidden from one's sight, by the volumes of 
spray, like smoke, forming a thick cloud 
in the air. TJiese beautiful lines of the 
poet seemed to describe the scene, 

- 'f In. one in^tuout torrent down the steep 
.. It thundering shoots, and shakes the country round; 
At first an azure sheet, it rushes broad : 
Then whitening by degrees, as prone it falls. 
And from the loud resounding rocks below 
* Diish'd in a cloud of foam, it sends alofl 
. A hoary mist, and fonqt a ceaseless shower/' 

>. The stream, now joined to the waters of 
the Nera, runs foaming down the valley. 
The mountains around are finely clothed 
with olive-trees and other evergreens, and 
the coup d^ceil is more picturesque than 
langj^sige can find words to express. How 
contrasted are such beaaties of nature to 
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those of art ! how delightful was the scene 
before me ! I could have rested day aDier 
day with renewed pleasure on the rocks 
l^elow, dwelling on such exquisite scenety 
as offers itself in every direction at the falls 
of Terni : the impression of this spot will 
never depart from my memory — such a 
combination of beauty and sublimity h 
never before witnessed ! 

Proceeding on our journey, we halted 
at SpolettOy where there is a large aque- 
duct and bridge deserving of attention, a 
triumphal arch, called " the arch of Dru- 
sus," and a gate named Porta fiiga, so 
called from a repulse which Hannibal ex- 
perienced in besieging this town. 

The castle of Spoletto stands in a com- 
manding situation, and in its environs a 
number of convents and villas are charm* 
ingly scattered about the mountains. In 
roads like these, it is by no means 
uncommon to see immense pine-trees, 
dislodged by the winter tempests, not 
only block up the path, but form bridges 
across the torrent, and from which roads 
it is hardly possible to look down without 
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giddiness and dread upon the depths be-^ 
low. In such situations, many awful and 
sublime studies might be made by an 
artist of a bold and romantic turn of 
mind, like a Claude Lorraine, or Salvator 
Rosa. 

From Spoletto to Perrugia you pass 
llirough an extensire plain in a high state 
of cultivation, covered with corn, vines, 
and a variety of fruit-trees. This part of 
the Apennines occasionally offers most 
charming points of view, and the rich val- 
k^ys beneath, produce in abundance, all the 
necessaries of life. The land is highly 
cultivated, and all inanimate nature flou- 
rishes — man only degenerates. The na- 
tives appear a most miserable and indo- 
lent set of people ; a powerful sun, un- 
aided by the eflforts of human beings, pro- 
dttces all the delightful scenes we contem- 
ptete. 

- Near Perrugia is the lake of that 
name, from twenty to thirty miles in 
circumference. It has three islands, and 
its borders are beautifully covered witfe 
wood. 
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Perrugia^ anciently called Perugia Au- 
gusta, from Augustus, who rebuilt it, is a 
fortified city of great aatiquity, and, like 
many other places in this neighbourr 
hood, finely situated on the summit of a 
mountain. It is one of the most consi- 
derable cities of the papal territory, with a 
large cathedral, university, hall of justice, 
and fountains, which, however, will not 
long occupy the traveller's attention. 

The gate which you enter, on coming 
from Rome, is very ancient, and hand- 
somely ornamented in basso relievo. ; 

In the principal street are two small 
chapels, entirely painted in fresco by Piefto 
Perrugino, and his pupil Raphael. One 
of the paintings represents si^ Roman phi- 
losophers, another a like number of war- 
riors, a third the birth of our Saviour, a 
fourth that of John the Baptist, and the 
last his decapitation. The aniateur of the 
antique style will have a great treat in ex- 
amining these paintings : how admirable 
will he find the expression of the difierent 
countenances, and what a brilli^cy in all 
the colours ! 

Conimandingj as this city do^ fr^pi its 
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situation, the most luxuriant and delight- 
ful scenery, it however excites an impres'- 
sion of gloom and dulness, from the in- 
tolerable number of churches, and con- 
vents, particularly of the latter buildings, 
which it contains. 

In the church of St. Peter, belonging to 
one of these convents, are several fine 
paintings by Perrugino, and^one by Anni- 
bale Carracci ; but the best have been car- 
ried off by the rapacious enemy. 

Making but a short stay at Perrugia, we 
reached the small town of Arezzo, after 
having left the papal territory, and entered 
that of Tuscany, governed by the grand 
duke of that province. 

The country from thence to Florence is* 
kept, by the tributary streams to the Amo, 
in a constant state of irrigation, becoming 
thereby one continued garden, rich in all 
the productions of the earth. 

Florence, the capital of Tuscany, and the 
general residence of the Grand Duke, 
is delightfully situated on' the banks of 
the Arno, in the vicinity of mountains 
contiguous to the Apennines. The fertility 
and abundance of the soil, aind the delicious 
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fineness of the climate for nine months 
in the year, are not excelled in Europe, 
and give this city a decided preference 
to Pisa, Naples, or any other parts of Italy, 
for a residence. I understand, however, 
that from the month of October to Januiary, 
during the rainy season, the exhalations 
from the earth are stagnant, moist, and 
oppressive, extremely pernicious to the in- 
habitants, and fatal for invalids. 
. There ate said to be one hundred and 
fifty churches and seventeen public squares 
in this city, which, notwithstanding it has 
been so plundered by the invaders of Italy, 
still contains upwards of 75,000 inhabit- 
ants, and a great number of most interest- 
ing specimens of the fine arts, all of which 
(but especially that of sculpture) have long 
flourished here. 

In the palaces you will observe the finest 
collections of paintings and statues, whilst 
the style of the buildings is rich and mag- 
nificent ; although, in the latter respect, 
they are not to be compared with those at 
Genoa, 

I first visited the Pitti Palace^ which is 
the residence of the sovereign, and has 
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truly 8 most majestic appearance. This 
palace, both from its immense extent and 
the beauty of its architecture, is Qne of the 
finest in Italy. It is entirely of stone, of 
the rustic order, and supported by Doric. 
Ionic, and Corinthian pillars. Ite interior 
is superbly furnished with a profusion of 
tables and other ornaments, made of ex* 
quisite mosaic, for which Florenc^ ^^.^^. 
long celebrated. It is composed of agates, 
lapis lazula, crystal, jasper, and other ore-, 
cious stones, which dazzle the ^yea of tfij^ 
spectator, from their superior ric^^j^j^ and 
splendor. The Pitti palace encloses a vs^- 
luaWe collection of statues and paintipgs i. 
amongst the latter, that of th^ Virgin and 
infant Jesiis is the best, and consider^^^ 
be almost the chef dceuvre of the ii^n^or^^ 
Carlo Dolce. What angelic features, T'ife^^ 
tender affection are expressed. in. the cpmj^^ 
tenance of the mother, and what 8w^fj|^ 
innocence in that of the child ! ! The^l|i|k 
of the former is platted ip ejegant tresseijjr 
and a black veil carelessly thrown over h^ej.^ 
bosom. I also noticed, with muc^h int[^|||| 
many of the finest productioiii|^^* S^^^fik* 
Titiah^and Guido. . , 
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; 'CMitigw>ii8 to the palace is the garden 
Boboli, of considerable extent and eleva* 
tion. The surprising luxuriance of the 
cypress, the ilex, and a variety of other 
trees and shrubs, aflfords a delightful shade 
during the summer; and the numerous 
^rantains, ornamented with statues, and 
•0 miich the taste in this country, produce 
fin agreeable^ freshness in the atmosphere. 
I will now endeavour to describe the 
gallery of Florence, which was built by the 
Grand Duke Cosmo L^ in 1564, and is at 
Itatt 500 feet long ; and, for its collection 
of paintings and statues, ranks amcogst 
the first in Europe. The subject is a very 
extensive one, and the task not easy. I 
intead, tJ^efiHre, merely to describe the 
liriiicipal objects, and omit the minor ones, 
IMI beingp too numarous to come within the 
^^fnpass <^ my work, which, as I said be- 
fiN^, is not intended tp be a guide to the difr. 
{^<iit galleries* They have assembled the 
most pr^iotts^part of this noble collectioa 
in a circular room, called the Tribunal. 
Pwiog the time I was at Florence, it 
iMid h^m fMfvi of that iinii|tte ^ee ef 

TOt. II. H 
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BCtttptnre, tkie Venus tie Medtcis : ImiI» by 
the skill of the i^reat Ganavay amtiier 
Vteus has taken her piece, which, it isi«y 
4uty to describe. It is praferred by naiiy 
to the first stataes of antiqinty. The lea* 
tares are sweet, delicate^ and ehaimin^: 
the dr«q>ery hangs with peculiar ete^aaee, 
and, after covering the right side, leases 
the teft, and the greater part of the bcfaom, 
open to the view. Her body bends a litde 
forward, and she is heedlessly lo^^ng 
Mund. This attitude seems to indicate 
surprise,, but her mouth, with an enehanl- 
ifig smile, 

*' CouanrfiKi * ** 

, DafariousoraruQ ucNB!9dyii^04»it //-. 

convinces us that she is pleased aiibeittg 
admired. What beauty in her* <xsmi^ 
teiilmce ! what sytmnietty in Meiy lAnb I 
The legs and feet, especially, are cnst^in 
naiure^s finest JOditki. * The whole is rao^ 
d«i)ty itself and cannot btrt h% ^mimateii 
even by the mdst cynical- observer. * « 
. \ NiKt comes^ the j^kwn, daneing ; > a spe- 
cimen 9t Idbe best a^ of ancien(tifieuljrtaM« 
tteiKentivefyiiakeid; iii all liisi]iiiilM4h4t^ 
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10 4lke greatest harmony, combined widi 
ironilerful soiimation. It is attributed to 
Firaxiteles, withont, however, any certain 
proof. He is playing 'on a kind of cymbal^ 
and gaiety is marked in every feature, 
How^truly natural is this expression ! hovr 
Imppy be seems to be ! His laughter is 
nature itself. The favrn pleased me more 
than ai^ other specimen of Greciaii* sta* 
tunry I had «¥er sieen : it ' is animated 
marble! 

« The . Rotator ( whetter) is another cele* 
bratled -statue. He has gof , in his left 
hand, a knife, which is resting on a stone; 
his body is also naked, and he is leaning 
forward^n ftet his head is turned rounds 
iSitbait.liis frttention-is neither directed to 
hia.occi^Mion of sharpefnih^ the knife, or 
to^ihe itone.- All hisfcatures^ indicate the 
ittiwst vacanesii <rf: mind. D^gjEiaded ^na- 
taneand^fthe uneultivsitednilderstandtng.of 
fer^Mburittg aliinre, are sttongly^d^ineated 
ia«veryi)iaeefihis.coutiteaaaD£e; Theiittle 
d^poHo WfdtosB^edtofb^Mieefflhe mosC va«» 
k«A^lsMit|qtteistatiia9L.in;'exist€Mce. »f Qffaat 
«€dtib#CQ4'pollii' vBelvidcte ^iii^na«'^M- 
iMrated jutist) ofiers the perfect idea of the 
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soblime style ; and that of the little Ap6lld 
at Florence, of gracefalness and beaotjr; 
it is certainly the most exquiske model of 
elegance* Notwithstanding we are looking 
at marble, the skin appears soft and de^* 
licate ; his position and the exactness of 
the design are inexpressible^ The headft# 
▼ery handsome, and the appearance of the 
whole most captivating: it is of FasiBtt 
marble. The Wrestlere are a still more 
famous group. Ho.w finely force as w^ 
as the 'swelling of every musole are here 
delineated ! 'The conqueror seems to be 
asking * applause for the victory * whieh 
be has obtained; whilst th6 vanquished, 
pressed by the vigorous *anii$ and' < the 
weight of »his victorious adi^ersary's 4>odjrj 
is looking on the ground with a BinowHai 
eye, and ishewing, by the convulsivenibve^ 
ments of his face, hi» mge mixed with 
despair. The precision and intelligcaMtir 
in thie anatomy of the whole of 4hi&ignmp 
are really wotiderful. These^Greciali 0tf^ 
tues are some oflhe most pteciouB/rcnmipl 
bf antiquity to be found in italy^iercSso^ 
where r and no one can* behold ihtm hMm 
ottt fexperiettcinga most lively^Moaatioii^f 
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surprise and admiration*. Tbe collection 
of paintings, in the Tribunal is worthy of 
being kept in the same room with these 
ekef d*€euvres of sculpture. There are 
several by Raphael, as well as by all 
tbe other first masters. You here oh^ 
serve the progress of the great Raphaer^^ 
style. One of hi^ paintings represents the 
Virgin, with a book in her hand, and tbe 
infant Jesus playing with. St. John ; and 
another, still finer, the Virgin silting down, 
with the in&nt embracing h^r. What sim- 
plicity and innocence do yoti remark in th& 
ftice of the latter 1 what loye^^^hatmotherly 
ai£feetion in that of the Virgin! and,.witi^ 
all^ these beauties combined, how i^terefiiit* 
iBgr"- is the subject j ! In tim picture by 
beonaffdo da^ Vinci,; of Herodias rec^iying 
the* bead !of John tl|i^ Baptist^ you iwilt ob-?. 
senre a true representation of natme.. Tfeie 
msoi ffirho is holding the head, streaming 
W9th' blood, seems absolujtisly speakifig. 

TirotVeniises,»byTitian.-^The beslv <ViWR 
tayiMir '\4ew a kwely^^oman^ wjitb a biran9l]^ 
ol'flowers io^her hand, whose lqq^Js<fi|}{ 
oftfieteiaAel^^assion. * I. ne vert before .^^^ 
ton ^eanvass, a,^ mf^, ^chai^og^ igsp^le 
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figure. The "beauty of her fefttures, the 
love expressed in her glance, the chami 
of her attitude, (for she is gently reclining 
on a couch) are truly seductive. In this 
painting the artist is said to have paid \m 
wife the complimeiit of making lier pei'*' 
solvate a naked ^Venus. St; Peter, 'by 
Carlo Dolce ; what an expressioh' of ati& 
guish is there in that face 1 how natttrM 
are those tears which really appear rollfthfg 
down his 6heeks ! St. John iif the ddsett^ 
by Raphael, in which the excellence atrd 
spirit of the c6louring attracts the att^htfiM 
at first sight. A Bacchanal, by RnbMs« 
Old Silenus in the corner is quite! ot^fih* 
coihe by Wine ; Cupid is detaining Adonfs 
much against his will, whilst thtf Graces 
are discovering VenUs to him. Bhrfy^lil 
the meantime, is teasing Adonic, and some 
little loves, dancing around, complete'tlte 
interesting picture. 

This collection of pslintings Is immeiise 
botii in size and value. It Wodld take s^me 
Weeks to examine with atfentio](i'su<;h^tfft4«i 
sures irom all the difibtient schodlik df pttint^ 
ing, both ancient and modem, ^ ' 

One room contains the famous Herma*^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



FLOABNCEi 108 

liiu'dditey an aatique statue of white mar- 
ble, recQiabenit cm a liou's skin. It has 
the face and ueqk of. a. woman. I must 
mly ohserve that the attitude and counter 
nance pf this^ 9tat^e are most interestiiig^ 
fwi tfae fonnsi|io|i of the male and female 
J»dyy ;iyi|imeti7 itself; but a dracription 
o£ 80 monstrous a being, would excite 
more ^i^gU9t than pleasure. In the same 
nomJsta ba^so lelievo of a traveller rest** 
iog.on h|S staff ; he seenus qi^ite exhausted 
with ffitigi:^ the poor man can walk n^ 
.^Ewtlier^ It.r^lly excites involuntary feel- 
iegs of; syjpp^y and humanity. I iodu^jt 
jQOtpiQit to ^meiation tt]^ Magdalenei by 
X^t. SMl€«9< ]tvji»^ I looked at for half an 
Aour, .wjithqut being able to fix my ey^ 
•fm aoyi othfir objeqt. How lively is this 
mn^gMLemf how a]^elii9 her aountenance» 
Jiow enoMaptiog her eyes, how beaulifiil 
iier l<mg auburn hair J i^he is holding an 
:a}|fcbaslier box, ^^d, at the same time loolo- 
4Qg.up.to4ieaven.ftill of adniiration at the 
JPtftt^, .What peculiar softness apd har- 
.qioby do^<Q,alfvays find in the styl^of this 
Moellent Qii^istar^ i^ 
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The last painting, in this roqm.)p ^Qtiji^^ 
is a ridiculpiis ci^ricature^o^ ^.pionke^^ojji 
a man's head. I need not s^y lyhftt 1)^.^ 
about, but merely, that with the greatest 
gravity of countenance, he is.^Vjejcy jntent 
on his interesting occupation*. The. man 
is laughing heartily at the whimsical idea, 
and the painting is by Annibale Canracci» 

The principal gallery contain^ such a 
collection of the works of the most emir 
nent masters, and such a variety of ^]i|j|^ 
jects, that were I even to confine ipyse^fJlif 
the description of those only whicj^ ffif]ri|;. 
particular attention, I should tii;e . jny 
readers. In this, gallery, as wfH ^. in 
most others, it may not be easy to decji^^^il^ 
ieelings of pleasure, or wounfle<| mod^^^ 
are most predominant, in contemplatipi^ 
jnany of the subjects. One C|f those to. 
which the attention of the visitor i^ here 
directed, is a painting of the ijaarri^e, 
couch. The bride is expressing the sweaet- 
est smile to the object of her a^ectiop, an<^^ 
the mother and nurse are whisperi^ ei)n 
cour^gement mixed with pily, at the tiy,- 
midity of their b<^autiful darlinp^. But J^y 
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Cail'Vi 'so'^ell '^describe this painting as 
rti^Sccitt's'ihirA Canto of the Lady of the 

Lalte, 'VfeicK Introduces a bride, 

i^ ,\i iL '<' ^'J '' ' 

1 1 1 *^^''Wll68e''d6Wncast eye and cheek disclose 

* > - -ITbc^ ieAr and bhish K>f inorning rose. 

., , 39ie .gtiUuM) brid^cooia l^ ber side 

J . j^eheld^luSjpri^ with victor's pride^ 
And the glad mother in her ear 
Was closely whispering word of cheer." 

There IS a wonderful expression in all 
their faces, and the painting describes in 
striking colours a true picture of life. 

' Another room, adjoining to the gallery, 
is balled the theatre of Niobe, because it 
contains the tragic scene of the unhappy 
feifiily of IViobe. This celebrated group is 
cbinposied of sixteen Grecian statues which 
represeht the father, mother, and children, 
all in the deepest distress. The mother is 
Without doubt the finest, and is considered 
to be an exquisite specimen of ancient 
siftrtpture. The drapery is excellent, and 
thfe expression of the countenance sublime: 
What gri<6f, what cutting anguish are Iiere 
4€ipicteid ! You really feel for her misfor* 
taiies; the youngest daughter is taking 
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rtfage Id the arms of h^ mother, who in 
her turn, endeayours to cover the little in* 
nocent with her long rofoe. The rest of tlife 
children are escaping in Tariom wayis; atid 
in each face, distress of jorind is bfeantifillly 
shewn. These statues are larger lHah life, 
and represent Niobe and* her'ehildren 
in the expectation of immedialBe deirth^ 
from the arrows of Diana. -The ttett 
judges are of opinion, that this gr6irp ftK 
nishes the finest specimen tff ' sitriplieiQr 
and sublimity combined'that htoerer been 
produced. It is generally attributed* lo 
Praxiteles, though some cobfertbat hotfoot 
onScopas. At the two ends' <if (faik d«^ 
gant room are two paintingi, by Rulfenp^ 
the one, of the battle of ¥pres^ ahdf-lKl 
other, of the entrance of Hemy iVv hit* 
Paris, both of which are executed wfth tfee 
greatest spirit ' *•- 

Amongst the statues in bit>n^^ lh«lt ^ 
Mercury, by John of Bologna, fii^tretii- 
gages the attention. The god is truly^a 
the ait*. What suavity in his figure, wblt 
beauty in his expression ! ! This. Af <^ 
piece of workmanship universally admired. 
The idea is extremely boM^^ M^^^wy 
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i6 epming out of the mouth of BareaSf 
the north, wind. . How elegttnt^ hcHv. full 
ofiByimaetry is his figure; one hand.ii 
)ifl0d toTV'ar^s heaven » This bronze sIsAue 
iS'iEiboiit £[|w fast high, and allowed to be 
i^ne of the. finest in jexistenee. Here also 
IS a copy of the excellent group of Lao* 
coon,; and a most enchanting Venus, who 
is bending forward and. appears greatly 
alarmed at the idea of being seen in a 
State of nudity ! 

1 also noticed a statue of Cupids who, 
in a most extraordinary position, seems to 
be threatening the gods ; bis look. is deep| 
and designings A half figure of Brutus, 
by Afidhael Angelo Buonarotti, which, al^ 
tboughinan unfinished state, isneverthe* 
less most wonderfully expressive^ What 
an admirable work would this have beeni 
^d not the artist unfortunately aban<» 
doned the undertaking which he had so 
hs4)pily coknmeuiGed. Underneath it'dfe. 
Ibese ]ines-<-r- 

*' i^« Dum Bruti effigiem sculptor de mannore dtidi^ 
B. Ih ment^m scdetis venit, et abstiiitdt.*' 
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quite intoxicated. In the moment of fal}«^ 
ing asleep, he is making a vain eflbrt to 
lift the goblet to his lips, 
^ You will also remark here a collection,' 
consisting of some hundred busts of the 
Roman emperors, and the philosophers" of 
ancient days, some of which are of great 
merit, a& likewise a variety of antique 
utensils in bronze, used for the purp6iiB 
of torture. • • . ; -i; 

I shall not expatiate any further on thtS 
subject, as it would fill volumes to describe 
all the different objects which thik 'fiA^ 
gallery contains. 

Let the admirer of the fine arts also vistfi 
Ihe Corsini palace, where fie wiU'se^'a 
painting, representing Poetry, byC Tt6liiei 
in which simplicity, loveliness, And' itibi 
desty, are all combined. She is croti^ndd 
with laurel. What language can express 
fte noble contour of her face, or the ai- 
gelic expression of her eyes!! If the 
artist has committed any fault, it has beeu 
fn painting her more beautiful thaii any 
production nature ever made. Thil' ia 
bne of the best works of Carlo Dolc6, 
which I gassed on in silent admiration 
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for some time. In the " Ecce Hmo^'' 
tiy tbe same artist, anguish is beautifully^ 
shewn, and the drops of blood are mo^t 
n.9tujra]. His St. Sebastian is likewise 
ex<;;ellent, aUbough not equal to the pic- 
turie, qf Poetrj^* The style of Carlo Dolca 
may l^e. mpree easily distinguished, thaa 
tl^p,^ of perhaps any other artist, from its 
p^iPUlistr softness and expression, as well 
as from the richness of colouring and true; 
na|;qre of it^.design. , .1 

. I ajso observed a capital small^ pa|ntiag|'^ 
l)y(All>Wo^ the subject of which is veijy i«f*^ 
teresting« Four little loveg ar^ da^c^it^g 
^^^tb$^ i^^ an enchanting y^Hey, vhicfi 
]|idr(lfr^i qn a jtneandering ^tres^n. ^Ol^ 
^jJifp^B if the. luttsician, and the spoi1;ive 
t^W^gn^J^R* him havQ, gaiety, and m^rth, 
^^fj^f^d ip eygry coun;i;enan(c;e« One of 
^.^ 4? lyi^ig on the grou);vd, apd the fiesl 
i^^^v^iij ji^ed^QAing.tQ him to join theii^ 

^^,.;|^|if ]R,i9,ardi palace (which was the first 
i^^])it^ti^ of the ^mily of the Medici) ii| 
n^ost f^perb^ The ceiling of the prin<)ipa) 
1-99^ p p^intec) by Jordano. Thfi ^tibjepi 
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▼irtaes, attd Tiees* This paiBAmg i«i ^ 
kameme extent, and great a;lt6ntkm is n«^ 
iimred' to vnderBlaod tbe meaninf of tlie 
¥tdouS groups irkieh are introdiioed; Tile 
•abject i8>infttraetive, and its exeeutioB^hM 
iN^n peribrmed in a masterly mammr. 
- Intheaead6ai7oftliefiiie>arts, amoHgct 
the paintings is a descent from 'the cMss( 
by Perrugino, aivd an assiiinp<)iion by (the 
same artist, in which I3ie portrait ^ his 
ptapil Raphael (who afterwands esoelM 
his master) is introduced. The htst I shait 
mention in this collection, represents <tfae 
oration in the garden. Tbe di^ciflUs are 
AW asleep. 'You are surprised at theper^ 
ftction to which the im^hation 'of' 
has been brcmght. Amongst ^rtbt 
good paintings here, di^re' mtrnkmsi 
which are eohsidered i» he '^^kt ^iMeeiifm 
<Bxistence. It 4s 'pleading to rt0mark< dm 
progress of the science* ' ••' 

The art ' of p^educing* mbsaic ^ih »Elo^ 
tfencfev^in point ^ richness and pei^fecftion^ 
i»=earried tc^ a' grtsater degree of excellaiicfe 
tiian it is aft Rome, where it ap^ars nlme 
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t^iftivated as an dbycct* «f icmuaerae ia 
^t ink^Mv cnrdan i>f ornaaietit^ in. riaga, 
Iffoachca^ MMKflUMueea) &c.^ but in. the 
lieanner pkoe^wc Me ancii^ oomlnnafeiMt #f 
i^di^des froin'PTO€io«ttk«totiesofaU desct;^ 
km^B^ cMqM^litndiad iii> Ifaeprodttctioas of 
Hhift Iftlkorkmstivwrky that H is not in mf 
ip^ifww to conwjn an adequate idea of its 
{Mrfectidn «an4 taeanty. As it may. not be 
^Mrinterastii^to ny readers to ha^e mmt 
|yifot*Bialiani>0n this art, so Ikde.knafm 
Mftbng us^i I ci^y the ^followingr ^rtiontavi 
Ibiita la«Mapectab)e French. aiitbor-^Qll the 

^^-llbe ^filctar 4i in oaasaic mfi^ at ^Hh 
fimpes' which hi^Te ^irived at sa^Uffliia 
fiim^mfpeatt&atipSBky are t of groat value^iVi 
iMMh ^rtnn tfaedicfanesB of tbciinaAeriali 
implied, as.iroiB thelenfth ^tmmxi^ 
I|itiii6d ito odmptete them* ^ The most *|iira^ 
dbusimarbksi agatea^ig^raaatias, sandqogpE^ 
eoral, motiier of pearly lapis.huqtili) jaspAt^ 
atffirald, ^and'/topasE, fatm a^piyrt inttbe 
oMBpotitioAoi these cniioiia fp^odoctimiii^ 
9^i6rjiMitariafe$ "^ni^ i^i^ pnaaiouii 
«Mft( smob less ^m^ thn^ .tfaigeif nfi flM 
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artflrti. At they itaiiale as c]om^\9mpm- 
mMe the different sfaadw of paiatiB^^ it ii 
tteceflBary to divide the compoaitioB, wfaidb 
it extremdy hard». into the tmallest partt. 
Thit is done by ttrength of ann, and le* 
quires considerable time to bo'emphiyed 
about it. The workmen mujrt h«t¥# dit^ 
cernment sufficient not to watte any oiAm 
snaterials, and likewise mutt manage^ with 
{urecision the little saw wkh whieh'tfat 
stones are divided. This oceupailiob m so 
tedious, and requires such intense af^iaar 
ticm» that few workmen are su0ioiaKt^ 
strong to bear it many years followimg^ 
They have always before them the eoIoiMred 
des^n of the work which is to be 'eve* 
cot^, and select the oompoMition tecoidxf 
ihg to the .different colours. ^Tbe^pmi^^ 
cipal workmap has, placed on an^nolioa^ 
plaijie, a laige piece of brown slOjKi^Biopa^ 
pompact and heavier than slate«<i :Tfai$ 
$Ume is covered with a thick tofMkCj ^tt 
mhkk he places the different fragments «f 
pcecious stones which are to be em^yeid/ 
In order for these fragments tot a«HMM' 
rmfi»ky^ aad unite: weU ttgelhtiir ^t^BT 



Digitized by 



Google 



mtmammm. NK 



mtf^um-hM oltiB- i>i%iit te tt MHi ng-t^ at 
li«it 4Mr«»i«(ieff Irt iiMB ^•••Mb^MKis H^l^ 
iMi}atiM«faifiifiu<i>'Vfte •thinner' tlwjr «f«| 
lln«ikf»i9driitiMy ilwHtiM/i <«0«lf>imi^iiM 
tke ipmi%f «i>tiMnb«P«««^mM^ tv ](tfklt 
•tfMul)ftfJiMl',<it ftwfl^: a•*fli%w^'««'fr«M^> fit 
«6iirto«dt'>>Mi^«n«i ttta()n<liirift ' shmeHet^HM 
Urn momtadmwf'^Wet^mf'fifkbea 6f 'MktfM 
«i«)wsii9>t«Iie*iM»ykyed>to«<efw»eAt>tMi 
lirioMiiokj^blay nftii3r-<tf*ivlii«h an^ (MM 
•Mled.«lil^iB«cliii6(>rrectn^. t' Wli<*tt>tt« 

'^naiiffi<Wi^<AMie»8g'Witted tftlU MMotiviM 
t' j fitoto twyf ylaga, ab operation wliich tti- 

glMn m^ « UmI <^ <e«i«ry><Mr ><iti«)i:^J4lli(^ 

?iM(|ro«lEfenaBi«iiiplDyed^n"tHiB pAHiaTi ihV 
«BlUBMMt>beiaieotigtaaiedtb 4^,' artd ftbttdif 
MnB»iiiteiNg««rcei* H« ««eaMoki(lly^iriaM>tf 
diftir«DtfMMB, t«>lfee'if tkeiipiMiieiiM^att^ 
%n»eath<«4h9 piitifliittig^<i#M» 'llM.>beoMttif 
Oiftfc*<pA.tarilliMit^ Yi»#*t)M'«eatti'^rllMr 
ytefcMitiof tbis>tGt»ioM>ait.4l^ Atiisttfidiigl 
U te iili Mihfa aifc' t'YiMt (f«eftti(«r tfMiM' A 
%pM|ln«y«i^ a*oiil JllMiF' MfcilMliMthty 4Nfl^ 
answer, ^ see* aadileamif you can V . : / 

VOL. tl. 1 
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Afaim del Fiore,,i3 9^ e^c^t^frnvh, mr 
pep^e bulk, that jt aJmwt ^i^^ar^ Uk» ^, 
great. mouQtaiii qf iwrl^le. U.^j^i^w^ ;9f 
tiie largest in thU. country. Tbf^.areltitec-^ 
tor? of the^octfi^n cupala .i» y^ry ^^^f 
and was the work of Felippe ^WHf^lr 
iMchini Th^ytQll ypu«. ttwijtwheoiltti* 
cbael Angelo )?ft Fk>r^iiae for iBtm^/m 
order to build the domeof St- rPet€(r'#»'Jh? 
adflressed that of Florenoe «j»d,6«Q}(^iin§4i 
;^AdJ^9u,fmy fnewl! I am aUwit toifri^ 
Bfour resemblance, but not yqw, 04u.<4hV 
3^faiB was a proofs of thi^t.^gr^ Wm'§ 
modeslgF^ for we i^U know tM; JthAc/GHpo^ 
of, St. Peter's is much, superiortto t^^^nf 
Hie cathedral at FIqm^w^^ -llhfi Antm^ 
«ff this. temple qotAtams ootbingl veryMdih 
aenringiof attention^ tho.who)^ ir^lW 
glomnyand dark. The .^t^nQK^.^^i 
have bee^ very bandsomet. t^ut^jr^m^s^NI 
1^ unfinished state* ]t.i9.p|;n«ine»^4ff^ 
utataes, und. entirely ^asedi.^iitlti^l^'^ 
martilf^ of various colpufp».» ^. IP.) ,\iKnd 
; The.towerors0epl^.^Thictit,ift,if^^ 
aii0.4twds 4ieai|.|Jto.calb(^^ 
witl^.m^uarooloili^ ii^ 
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300^ 'fe«t iAgh, ^nS' taixit h^ ftdmired 
IfJ>' 6ve<y otti? iftii" tift 1igMnb»s afad de- 
face 'of ilb'arbhit^ture; and 'the tdste of 
its oHiatbetits. ThM edifice has Ae ad* 
yahttig^fe''<yf 'being ettlirely ^iishied, iHiieft; 
(*S"1 haveiiefort' ftbw&rvedy'the'catfcedial 

hiUfiiSi ■"|.^••! ' . . - . ,, 5 

' ^^hfe ' b*p«l!S*tery • is an octa!^nal bCiiidi- 
Mgi^"*^ith. iih dotaae 6ashd mth-poWshfiA 
JM^rfole. ' It iiT eminent for it^'broni^ gates; 
t^hitih- ar&'p^dbaMythe-handsomest'itl tilfc 
W»ttd: .TtM^imMortalBaonatdtti tiseil to 
M^,'l9iatithey irere 'worthy of bein^pTiieed 
APiitt ^Btrau^e int0 Paradise; Oh ^%ik 
niNfft^tt^MSA twfimspa.m df Sct^rjyetfhfl 
ilistory;*'but'W^t ^k^Bcy, ^v'bat 'naCnri^ 
AAi'|)^Mi' ob^^rve itt'the fo#inatiotoii>f eVef^ 
ft^iu^V hovetiw* CAtbevti i^ectrted tbH 
Hdinilrable' ivork. The' people efFkH^c^ 
^k^v'e'goiiHi' i«ason lb pnde"ti«^Mselves"iti 
iherpdi^&ssioti' of Ae^e gates.- Tisi^ ceiv 
■tlJMy!ttay'bc''eoiMidered h'lfA^Wdeut^M 
i^»^^',-Ati9 are* nninduA't^ by tiired. Utii 
bronze figures of'J«hn-tii« bat^tist^'atid l#8 
d^^Yi^r«ftii4.'^'rreMttrtted4tftIie^'itftyior 

i2 
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In the church of Santa Croce is a mo-- 
nument erected to the memory of Michael 
Angelo Buonarotti, surmounted by hit 
bust and three crowns, with this inscrip- 
tion, 

'< Termigiiiis tollU hoaoribufl.*' . 

Underneath, his bones are deposited. On 
the tomb are three marble statues, of Ar- 
fchitecture. Painting, and Sculpture, in 
iwfaich he so greatly excelled , executed by 
his scholars, in each of which you will find 
a g^eat deal of the master's skill. There 
is much delicacy bbont their figures^ and 
their necks and bosoms are inimitably fine. 
The adjoining tomb is that of Alfieri^ l^Ga* 
nova ; by the side of which is an;ettorflwiis 
irtiatue, representing Italy weqping at the 
loss she had sustained* <. 

The sacristy of the church of St. LorwflEo 
contains two celebrated statues, pevscwitt- 
ing Di^ and Night, by Buonarotti* (H 
contemplating the latter, you caa ajcaosl 
fancy you see before you a.delkatei^fMid 
unvfeiled female, oTfercome with sli^. 
These statues, although unfiniahed, >9ire 
ulli^erBally admired. The foIlom^liQ^ 
ivere made on thai of the sights -v* 
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jr y La notte che tu vedi in si dolci alti 

Dormir fu da un Angdo scolpita 
In questo sasso ; 6 per che dorm6 ha vita : 
Dest^ la se no '1 crede ; 6 parlara ti/* 

To whic^ M, Angelo is said to have re* 
plied, for bis statue, 

'^ Grato mi e il sonno^ e piu Tesser di sasso 
Mentre che il danno^ e la vergogna dura. 
Non veder, non sentir, mi € gran ventura : 
^ Pero ndn ml destar : deb ! parla basso." • 

Tiie royal chapel belonging to St Lorenzo, 
4f it had been finished, ii^Quld, frouji tbe 
!p€scqliar richness and variety of it^ marr 
bles, perhaps havQ been superior to 9in^ 
4>tkar in Europe. It is octagonal, and was 
ooinminced in 1664 by the &mily of the 
Medici. The walls are covered with the 
teosaie of Florence. The eyes of man are 
dazzled in beholding this profotton. of 
oriental agates, lapis lazuli, mother of 
pearl, jasper, and other precious stones, 
^tttending all around the interior, a dis- ' 
ftailce of ueaiiy 100 leet, and surmounted 
by noble mausoleums of glided bronze. 
I ileverMiw sadb a combiniation of magni- 
£oenoe in a tliapel before. ^ ; . 
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'Usmtig no tet esceeded ni^ intotimif 
in dmcnbtng the inexhaustible collectioM 
of paintings, which in every part of Itafy 
becomein a maimer the indispeosaUeibod 
for Ibc mind^ it >may be ajccepMilecito 
readers^ wbo have not martie much progrtes 
in this art, to be informed of the dsBtino^ 
tion between the different schoolB of paint* 
ing, which are so sapiently rehearsed bf 
erery Ckerom wbo conducts. you. Ikroiigh 
the mimerouB galleries in Italy. •• 

These teehttteal^or scientific distNictioM, 
are ditided into five schools, nafnefy^ tha 
nommi, the Florentine, tha Loiabord^ Hid 
Ventelian, and the Flemish. : •- f • > ui 
t ' Of the first ^md greatest, the most eniN 
nait artist is Raphael ; and tlnaaolsMkii 
celebi^ted for un^HmNm beauty i6f> eohi- 
{KMitieta, > and eorrectiiess of ^ design • ani 
€Kpres6ion. i^<'*r-J 

Leonardo da Vinci and M. A. BuooAJl 
wtii may 1^ cofnsideped the leaders of the 
I9ore«ititie .dciiool, which excels in tka 
ttd^ificent fiiublimity of expression, Mvi 
•boldness of design. ... iscr 

Cttrregglo stands at the >beadl nf dite 
Lombard school, and taught Guido> the 
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Caoaoev A/Hmm^ Sohidonti, ktiA w^Mrat 
other Admirable artistB^ of whose vwku 
hafy iia full. 

' Titian and Paulo Veronese were tM 
otiiaiucdM» of the Venetian school, add pe« 
eoliv'fqr their sbrict and faitbfol imitatidii 
ofi nature, their exquisite delicacy of touchy 
and beauty of eolouring. Tintoretto and 
BAssano .were likewise of this school. 
" Ofitho Flemish school I need only 
mention Rubens and Vandyke: the 1($rmet 
encels • Mv -allegorical representations^ • ftid 
in! history; he is also remarkable lor 
hill admirable cofouring, whkh' ner^ afk^ 
peats to lose its freshness :. the latter ntmdt 
iMMqiialled. for 4he beauty and nature' of 
faisiportraitsi* : . *J 

-rrl^wish i could 4eseribe» aa it deswves^ 
4te. famous cabinet of natural history at 
Florence, which is renowned all over Ufijh 
Tlte MUmirei of this collection fill a TAst 
auitd'Of raoms^' It is impossible to ffim 
md <idea of the ekgtuice, order, and 4isti$4 
IMidn of Aasie apartments. Every thti^. mi 
fully and clearly exposed to view^ and*4idto 
faith ijmiur frttenfian. The anatomj^ibf the 
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btUMii body is represented in was» iu.i 
ityle the most satisfactory and instraotiYtt^ 
This composition of wax is soadmirahki 
that it is to be hoped it will last for ages. 
Different s^cimens of every part of tho 
human frame are here to be seen, ^eaofa 
oine being kept with the greatest care. and 
Oicet^t in a glass case. The wax is eidwr 
white, red, or some other colour, aocord'- 
iitg to the part which it is meant to. re- 
pvesent* How owrect, how strictly ^f 
ba^ent to. nature^ is not only every limbi 
but every bone« vein, artery^ and(moscki 
firom. the largest to the AmalleM 1. A work 
^ the greatest patience, and minuteayt im^ 
vestigation ! 1 You first see the bodieis^f^f 
men and women entire, and afterwards 
divided into all the various. parts of whi^h 
they consist, i I was interested vwith ey§ty 
thing I saw. How useful, how adir$tfi« 
tageous to the rising generation, is siicbftti 
establishment as this! What a fine sob^l 
for ajuatomyt >^hat a vast field of iw^jal 
i»£^miation is here open to the wlra)^ 
world 1, Wb«re does the supreAie wisdom 
of the Almighty appear moie manifest 
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4b«» in the fornaifttioii of the huiiian fi^iife^ 
It has been j«atly obsemred, thatianatcuny 
mipplies more striking eTidence of the 
existence of a Deity, than even astronomy^ 
Anoiiier part of this excellent establish^ 
ment contains a representation of the pra^* 
gres^of the infant in the ivomb, togetfaper 
vftA a variety of difBcnlt cases in the ob- 
#te^G art. » 

- I: likewise visited the bbtanieal gar^bti 
bel(MDgin|^ to this institution, and, aiiiMrgst 
iMiier cin'ious shrubs, obseirved^ the coifee- 
free,< which v^as about: si^L leet in height 
?Shi» tree, beingi in a hot*houM, pfodueed 
r^ny iineHfroiti The leaf mme what nd«i 
«embles that of the lemon-tree. 

The river Arno, (whose depth is here 
very inconsiderable,) running through the 
dty, divides it^ into two unequal^ pa«l:s; 
The communication is made by four sto^e 
bridges, which form a fine perspectiTe 
from each other. One of these bridges^ 
called Ponte della Trinita, is built of mar^ 
ble, with three elliptical artheit, and is not 
Wi^passed lor beauty of structure by ahy 
other I bmn ever seen. 71i^ private and 
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* 

pnUie biiiidingsare ekgatot/ A^ sts^tl 
of<«. g#od breadthf and well paved. > > ri 
jTliia city* justly named Ia Bella^ (tibi^ 
Efir,) .i9< certainly one of tbefinesi » Italjr:^ 
and there is aa air of gaiety aiwd icheerfiilK 
nes^ about it^ wbicb renders, it a deolrabl^ 
nesideoce lor forei^ers ; who settle bare m 
yftat numbers. After the idigiwfiM'quietw 
ness of Rome, the contrast at Flpnen^e^Jta 
very strikin^^, the activity being. ,eottf^ 
derable4 ... ,». .. , . i'p 

' In the square of the grand. duke? (fOi^ 
court of the old palace) is a superb fonn** 
tain, ornamented by an. immenae. maishkr 
statue of Neptune, with a number cif.well 
executed sea nymphs and tritons in bronst «» 
Here the traveller will, likewise tadmil^ a 
work of Gipvanni di .^ologqa in marble« 
representing a Roman carrying off a S^- 
bine« His lool$: , is i!ull of savage rescdutimAi . 
and. bis form athletic : he isi holding ioj tlwr 
air a delicate and beautiful femaley.ill 
ifrbose countenance the most acute anguisb 
is fiqiely e2(pr€$fifsed, whilst an old man, bfifi 
f^^er,, (aV;i(io9t.l«*oken hwKted) i$; jmigUEigfr 
to bisieet^(|atiri£»^^ 
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Bti8hl5beiiita.v^ Thicigroii{r.ii^tor ti^tiif^I^' 
and sa bxqitiisitely fimsbedi that I »4^ 
ifdbntlycoiiteiiiplftted it Tirltfa inexprMeiible 
gatfiifaolioit. I 4kib reflittrked ati admirallle^ 
s«Mtteof D^id by M. Angeb^, a»idatidthtiir 
0# Judith, <i¥ith the bead df Holopherli«l, 
fcy D^Aat^lli; and Pertetis Jfa hfronze, by 
tti^^ '«l^brated Benvenuto Cellini. Tliid 
litet'^tatnc^ Is t)f a very spirited and nobfe 
^gteeiition. ' In the centre of thfe sqetkrik irf 
an equestrian statue of Cosmo I, by Gftyi* 
^WAnidi'B6«dgna. * 

•'On the banks of the Arnb'fe a Vety fltife 
itfbiMeAade; »#ell artranged fot' pedestrians* 
ii'Weftl as^ttttiagis^, and coib'jiosed 'of A 
BtittlbeV 'tif Ittluriattt itt^ttues, ^hich fere 
^dftd^d'by rich meaddWd and cheerfibil' 
e^jgt^iii. This promenade, tvtiicfh leadi 
Id It ^citintry house of the ^and dnkfe's, 
oflHed Cascini, irnttt pi*6b^t)1y surpassed 
fei* beauty in Italy; and ieverj^ afternooii 
(febt especially on a holiday) the scene is 
i^etygay, as all the nobility ilnd gentry Of 
1?lbrettte resort here ih their g^tidy eqtiii 
|lit^e», afl»r Ibe broiling Ifeat of the^ sUii^ 
^tmi^^HMM^ta e)tfby the Welcdiiie br^^' 
from the river. 
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There are a number of excellent i*ns ttt 
tb&l city, where you lire well, and at a 
moderate expense, two chrcumstances which 
are seldom to be met with united, in Italy. 
We were at one of the principal hotels-; 
and oor individual expenses, for three of 
thie best meals as well as beds it afforded, 
onjy amounted tp about ten shillings a 
d|ty 9. without including tw(y shillings for 
pur servant. This is a remarkable ixi-^ 
stance of cheapness in this country, as in 
all the other cities we paid an exorbitant 
price for every thing. 

The red. Florentine wine is certainly the 
most exquisite of any 1 had t^8tied,althpug}i 
the article is produced in every part of the 
country, except in the higher ground of 
the Apennines. 

One morning I ascended a high tower^ 
to take a view of the surrounding country^ 
and was exceedingly gratified. The enr 
virons of Florence are univc^*sally admirod 
for their peculiar beauties. You have the 
greatest variety of scenery. Oj^ one side 
of the river is a rich plain, and on the 
other, hills covered with foliage: The 
villas are scattered around the dty in most 
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en¥iaU« Mttiations, and in such nomben^ 
ttui^ the whole produces . a viracity^ and 
efaeerfulness seldom found out of England. 
It requires a much abler pen than mine to 
describe this picturesque and romantic 
laiidscape^ th$ fertility and luxuriance of 
which can rarely be equalled. All nature 
smiled : ^this bedRitiful garden was covered 
with every fipecies of fruit-tree in blossom, 
watered by copious springs ; and the 
country houses, appearing between hill 
and dale, greatly increased thesef rural 
beauties. This is truly a little patadise 
an earth; and Lam suiprised that all the 
anciient poets did not fi^ the Elysian fields 
oH 'SO favoured a spot. It is impossible to 
stive an adequate idea of these delightful 
environs: 

** But who can paint 
Like Naturel Can imagination boast. 
Amid' its gay creation, hues like hers ?'^ ' ' > 

"Iffancjthen 
Unequal fails beneath Ijie pleasing task. 
Ah, what shall language do ? Ah, where find words 
Ting'd with so many colours ?" 

'r The svall6ws,' and with tha(n the sum- 
mer, h^ already arrived. The warmth of 
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the weather ^t.tbe len^ of MasMli/iilidrthe 
beginning of April ww greater. than tibat 
whjich we expeirienice in England, in itbe 
month of July^ . The. heat, ^as we walke4 
aboqt the 8treet9: in the iini4dle: of the d^^ 
even at this season of the year, was op^ 
pressive. 

The people here (like the Spaniards 
and Portuguese) take their siesta after 
diliner, and come out again towards even- 
ings with fresh life and spirits. 

Amongst tlie different palaces of the 
grand duke in the ueighboui hood of Flo- 
rence is that of the Villa, or Poggio /»- 
peridle^ to which jou arrive by a double 
avenue of trees, nearly a mile in length. 
This building is at present uniohabiled^ 
and appears to be greatly out of repair, 

Vallambroaa, so finely descri tied by Mil- 
ton, and mentioned by Pope, is about thir- 
teen miles from Florence. Here are an 
abbey and a college, in a situation wild 
and beautiful. What these two great poets 
could not, in my opinion, competently de- 
scribe, I shall not attempt. 

We arrived at Florence in the middle of 
March ISIS, and left.it suddenly the latter 
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etidkif ^A^irti. » ^All tbe English had already 
fiillowed the exmapVt of the grand dukle 
ftnd his ndbilify-in taking their departure, 
to the Neapolitan army was at the gates, 
said entered this dty on Ihe day we quitted 
it: 



urn 
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CHAPTER V. 



We now went to Bologna^ a distance of 
ixty-four miles. 

The country from Florence for thirty 
miles is fine, but afterwards, till you arrive 
at the environs of Bologna, scarcely offers 
the least appearance of vegetation. 

This ancient and beautiful city is situ- 
ated on the northern border of the Apen- 
nines, and is about tWd' miles in length, 
and five in circumfei'etice, and built with 
arcades of handsome architecture on each 
side of its principal streets. The inhabit- 
ants, one would imagine, are very fond of 
arcades, for they have one three -miles in 
length (though some writers call it five 
miles), extending from the gate of the city, 
to the church of La Madonna di San Luca, 
on the summit of a high mountain. This 
portico consists of 700 arcades, at most of 
which are placed the arms and names of 
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the prirate persons, as well as societies, 
who assisted in the construction of this 
immense work. They might, in my opi- 
nion, have employed their money to much 
greater advantage. 

The institute or academy is a noble 
building, admirably arranged for the study 
and preservation of the diflTerent branches 
of literature, and contains a valuable col- 
lection of books and manuscripts. 

The beauty of Bologna is much enriched 
by a number of superb palaces and hand- 
some squares. In the middle of one of 
the latter, and opposite the tolvn-hall (II 
Palazizo Publico) is the beautiful fountain 
constructed by Antonio Lupi, and orna- 
mented with startues, by Giovanni di Bo- 
Ipgna. On the top is a bronze Neptune of 
heroic stature, and at the angks are four 
children, holding dolphins, which spout 
water into reservoirs, in the form of shells, 
and covered with fine marble. 

There are two towers here, supposed 
to have been built as watch-towers, and 
called the Asinelli, and Garisenda. The 
latter is scarcely fifty yards high, but 
leans twelve feet out of the perpendi- 

VOL* II. K 
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Gular. Bologna contains a cathedral^ with 
nearly two hundred other churches, aid^ 
ajfker Rome, formerly possessed a finer col-^ 
lection of paintings than any other place 
in Italy ; but the best were all carried off 
by the invadws. The celebrated school of 
the Caracci was held in this city, where 
the art of painting was consequently 
brought to the highest state of perfection* 

I lamented the occurrence of the military 
possession of the city prevented my visit- 
ing II Palazzo Piiblico, and more particur 
larly the different schools of the universitys 
the cabinet of natural history, and the 
school of anatomy, which have been long 
held in such high reputation. 

Bologna is sumamed la grassa^ (the fat) 
possibly from the richness of the country 
around it, or, we may as well say, from itt 
being famous for the fat sausages which 
are so esteemed by all bon vivanis. These 
sausages taste so strongly of garlick, that 
none but an Italian palate can relish them. 

The environs of this city are most charm«* 
ing. In the midst of the finest vegetation 
you see beautiful villas scattered on eveiy 
side, and surrounded by vines, chesJiut, 
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walnut, and other fruit-trees, in the greatt* 
eM profusion. We were now in the month 
of March. The face of nature was most 
interesting, and the landscape aroqnd Bo« 
logna strikingly beautiful. These were 
the present head-quarters of the Neapo? 
litan army, and king Joachin was now 
here. The Austrians were not for in 
advance, and the direct road to Venice, 
in consequence of hostilities haying com- 
menced between these two powers, was 
now no longer open. We were, there- 
fore, obliged, as a derniere ressource^ to 
make a retrograde movement, go to An- 
cona, (a distance of IftO miles) and take 
our chance of embarking from thence for 
Venice. 

We slept the first n^ht at a small town 
ealled Rmmi^ situated on the sea^oast. 
I have before remarked, that the lower 
dasses of women in Italy are, for the 
most part, extremely plain and swarthy^ 
I was, however, pleased on finding here, at 
the miserable km where we ivere lodged, 
an exception to this general rule. Th^ 
daughter of the landlord (a giri about 
fiftera) had almost as sweet a oountettance 

k2 
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as Guidd ever painted. Her figure ^ad 
somewhat inferior to her face, hilt in this 
respect almost all the Italians, in my 6ps* 
nion, are deficient. This pretty little far 
gazza amused me whilst I was eating my 
sapper with the naiveiS of her conversa- 
tion, which was perfectly natural to her. 
She was a flower, which, if transported 
into a better soil, and nourished with care, 
might challenge adndration ; in the wwds 
of Ariosto, she was 

'< Bella di modi, e bella di presenza 
Era ancor 8ul fiorir di priinavera 
Sua tenerellare quad acsrba Mide." 

On entering Rimini, we passed under an' 
elegant triumphal arch, formerly dedicated 
to Augustus, and observed a bridge of ite^ 
sune antiquity. In the church of St. Pt-' 
ti'oiiii is a painting, the beauties of vrhidi 
must, in a moment^ be conspicuous *to'ttre 
riyes of every penson who is not entirdy 
devoid of taste. The subject' is thfe' 
marriage of the Virgin Mary, and thte 
artist Guercino da Cento. What gra- 
vity is there in the countenance tof*ttie 
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jhigfa priest^ wkat sweet modesty and love^ 
liness in that of the Virgin, and what exr 
pressiom in that of Joseph, who is in the 
net of putting the weddiiig-4*i^ng on Mary^s 

^Tbe country between Bologna and Ant 
cona has nothing remarkable about it. Wj^ 
arriyed at the latter town pn the 12th, hav*; 
ing qilftted the former the 8th of April. 

j4nc(ma is the principal seaport in $iie 
papal possessions* It stands on the decli* 
yity of a hill, and is of considerable size, 
jjut all its streets are dirty aqjg narrow, 
widi badly built houses. The mole is 
9 very fine one, and the harbour most con- 
venient. This town is well fortified both 
^y nature and art. Th^y tell you that it 
w4U be rendered impregnable, when the 
fitadel, now building, shall be; finished, Anr 
cona is of vast antiquity, but only one soljt 
^ty wreck of ancient magnificence is now 
r^^aining. I refer to the triumphal arch 
on the mole, erected 1700 years since, by 
1^ emperor Trajan. It is. peculiar, fron^ 
l^ng f ntircjly of white marble, whereas 
the generality of these buildings are 9f 
G^p^ton $ton§. Probably in no other 
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instance are tbe blocks of «uch enmiBtom 
me. The Corinthian pillars supporlmg 
it are most elegant, as well as the Tarioiis 
ornaments, which, being tolerably well 
preserved, form together a yery handsome 
edifice. At the end of the new mole is a 
modern triumphal arch of fine architec- 
ture, and built of stone. 

I took a walk to the summit of the hfill 
(on the declivity of which Aneona stands) 
to see the Jews burial ground, containing 
a Tast number of tombs, exactly resembling 
in shape!* our English mile<«tones, and 
corared with Hebrew inscriptions. The 
^ws form a great part of the population 
of this town. 

After halting here only two day9, ure 
hired a miserable vessel (feluca) and em- 
barked for Venice^ together with some 
firiends whom we accidentally happened 
to meet. The wind being favourable, otrr 
hardships were happily of short duration^ 
We reached Venice after a good passage 
of only twenty-four hours, and I was not a 
little thankful once more to arrive on terra 
firma. 

Venice may be styled an amphibitras 
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kind of city ; built on piles amongst the 
mmerous streams, which coming down 
from the Alps, discharge themselves into 
the Adriatic, and form these kind of sand 
banks. The traveller on entering Vemce 
is not a little struck with the novelty of 
the scene around him ; it is so perfectly 
different from any thmg he has ever seen 
before ; he is astonished on finding innu-^ 
marable canals, running in every direction 
all over the city, and covered with gondo* 
las, a species of long and narrow boat, 
which I shall afterwards describe. An^ 
other thing very remarkabli^, is the great 
quietness which pervades Venice, notwith^ 
standing the concourse of people in the 
streets. This is easily accounted for, as 
there is not a single Carriage or horse to 
be seen, you have none of that noise, bw* 
tie, and confosion, which one meets with 
m every other city. The streets are (with 
scarcely any exceptions) only from four to 
six feet in breadth* In many d^re is no 
niore than room sufficient for two fat per- 
mm to pass, consequently the houses are 
gloomy, and almost leaning against each 
0Mi6r« 
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. The principal canal is more than 100 
feet broad, and divides Venice into two 
parts, nearly equal, being in the skapeof 
a reversed o), whilst all the rest (400 ia 
number) will admit of three gondolas 
going abreast, and oi^r them a^e boiit 
several hundred small stone bridges* 
Many of the shops are on the quayisi, 
ivhich run along the sides of some of tl^se 
canals. Where there are no fiiayai 
the gondolas arrive close to t^ houses^ 
and land merchandize and all the neces^ 
saiies of life. Each gondola is about five 
fKt broad, and twenty long, and has a 
Imall room in its centre, six feet long, aiid 
f ve broad, with two sliding windows by 
die sides, and one behind ; and the whok 
isi covered both in the exterior and intericir 
with blaick cloth, wluch gave me v^ry mui^h 
the idea of a coffin, it being altogether of 
a most gloomy appearance*. The intenior 
is, however, commodious, wd capableof 
balding four' persona, two on a oushi^ni^t 
the fiiKtber end^ wherei you may ««t oom* 
fortably e^ngih« andtw^i on. thi^iSiats^w 
fisch side, which, Jbo^evet, w^^fry in^Mi- 
venient* Whm tiie windoB(s ai^e shu^iM^ 
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the curtain, or door, closed at the entrance, 
(wjiich appeared generally to be the case) 
ihe persons within are entirely concealed, 
90 that you see little or nothing of the fair 
se& dnring their excursions, either to psfy 
their visits in the morning or lo repair to 
die theatres at night; The gondolas have 
a long and sharp prow, at the top of which 
i» a flat piece of iron, acting as a kind of 
defend. Each public gondola has gene* 
rally two gondoliera, but the higher orders 
of the Venetians keep private gondolas^ 
which are conducted by servants in livery; 
in every canal, however, the stranger caA 
hire oae for about a shilling an hour, and 
(Mi payingan extra trifle, may travd throu|^ 
the water with uncommon ease and velocity; 
Their number is greater than that of the 
hackney coached in London. There is a 
peculiar character belonging to the gon<^ 
doUers ; they are a hardy and active set ot 
men, and pique themselves on their ho* 
nei»ty, secresy, and dexterity in guidtngf 
their gondolas/ They Irequentiy challenge 
each other^ and go at ah amming rate. It 
nfc^er haf^ens timt ftey run against one 
another, or that any accident occurs, to 
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prevent whidi they have a by-^wotd on 
tarning the corners of the canala. Moit 
of these men have an excellent ear for 
mnmc. I had great curiosity to make a 
trial of their powers, and was frequency 
much gratified on hearing two of them 
sing the favourite Venetian air of ^^ La 
^kmdina in GmtM^ta/' On one occasion 
I was conducted by an dd hoary<-headed 
gondolier and his son, who immediately 
complied with the request I made them to 
sing me a song. The voice of the latter 
wna delightful, and though uncultivated, 
be had wonderfiil taste, whilst his veoera* 
ble father litnrmed a most correct second. 
Their voices harmonized so finely, the Iti- 
tie abelKmenti {or graces) they introduced 
were so soft and exquisitely p^formed; 
and the pleasing eAect so increased on the 
water; Ihat I nmde diem repeat their du^ 
nHiieh was more agreeable to ray ear than 
many of the difficult bravura songs I had 
heard at the theatres, and I left tiiem fully 
convinced that they deserve the credit >the 
world has given them, of having an in« 
nate taste for music. Indeed it is wA\ 
kiiowB <hat Hhe Venetians, in this respect, 
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excel most other Italians; and that.sio<» 
thing can exceed the perfection to iviuch 
^bey have brooght this deligh^l science. 
The little simple Venetian canzonette are 
unitevsally admired for originali^ and 
simplicity, and breathe the sweetest har** 
mony and expression imaginable. 

It IB absolutely necessary for the travel* 
It^) unless be intends making a long staj^ 
in diis city, to more about occasionally by 
laeans of the conveyance I haye just been 
describing. If he at first attempts to walk 
alone, he will be quite lost in a labyrin^ 
on his entering the narrow streets^ and eoh 
deaToming to find the bridges, and co&k^ 
tinually airrive at a place where there iaiU^i 
thoroughfare. In England we inform the 
pedestrian of this, by a notice on the ad-* 
j<»ining wall; but in this city, m whkh 
thew are six divisions, and all thestceeto 
are numbered, the public we not so 
tivih I, however, am not fond of travd** 
ling in these gondolas, notwithstanding 
tlwir motion is so easy> aa I found that the 
vapour rising i£rom the water (wMch hat 
little or no current, and receives all the 
fiMitiif >the;cify) was mipkamatj mi \isi>h 
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to girt a person who is not accustomed, to 
it a constant headache. 

This city does not contain, at present, 
so many objects of the fine arts to detain 
the curious observer as I had expected. 
After once the novelty oi the thing is over, 
the appearance of so much water, the unt 
conunon narrowness of the streets, and, in 
my opinion, the unwholesomeness of th^ 
air (especially in the houses, the chambers 
of which are very close and small), beconne 
disagreeable to him ; his eye occasionally 
wants the relief of trees and green, fields ; 
and, if he be inclined to contemplatioii, 
he will regret the loss of a country walk, 
and all that hii^riant and romantic passage 
which he meets with in most other parti 
of Italy. In short, he will find a great 
sameness and monotony about Venice, 
after his curiosity has been gratified as far 
as concerns the singularity of its situation ; 
and will determine, in his own mind, that 
it is not a city where he would wish to re* 
side for any considerable time. There 
would be some difii^rence, to be sure, if he 
entered much; into society ; andy according 
to report, there .was in gene^ftl a great deal 
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going forward at Venice : hui I, undaubt- 
edly, saw it ait an unfavourable monient. 
The people had almost all been ruined; 
ind, naturally enough; their spirits were 
greatly depressed. The inhabitaiits of this 
city deserve one's commiseration, perhaps, 
more than" those of any other in Italy. 
Their government was once a republic, 
which had acquired the respect and ho- 
nour of other nations by its policy arid 
Wisdom (that it was internally a tyrannical 
and cruel oligarchy there is no doubt) ; 
bat, alas ! the rapacious French invaded 
their territory, robbed them, not only of 
their doge, but of all their riches; and,^ 
not content with thus debasing the unfor- 
tunate Venetians, gave theiODi over to a fo- 
rdgn power which they dislike, arid ap- 
propriated to themselves ill the wealth of 
Aeir capital ! ! How can an Englishriiari 
(who is not entirely d«ivbid of feeling) 
cotatemplate the ravages whifcH have been 
cdmmitted'on other powers, the state c^ 
povferty (I haif almost said* slavery) to 
wliich they have be^h rtedbced, without 
^perieficinig the' most lively s^en^aftidtis* 
tff t'ommiseratiod,' and fKfafOLtto^ the Al- 
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mi^ty thai he has been borh under a free 
and independent government. The nobles 
and principal inhabitants appeared to me 
to have sunk into gloomy despondency and 
retirement. Many former travellers hav« 
dwelt on the splendor, the luxury, the. 
amusements and dissipation at Venice; for 
my part I saw nothing of them : it is true 
I was not there at the period of the Car- 
nival, the Ascension, or other periods of 
grand gala ; biit, where power and pro- 
perty are gone, the human mind, I should 
conceive, would dwell on few amusements 
beyond those of brooding over their mifil- 
fortunes, and the recollection of what they 
have lost. 

The only square to be noticed at Venice 
is that of St. Mark, which is exceedingly 
handsome. The houses are of stone, and 
built with great uniformity, and the fine 
colonnades surrounding the square (which 
is 280 feet long, and 100 broad) render jt 
one of the first in Europe. The many 
splendid shops and cofiee-houses you here 
find under a grand portico, with open 
arcades running round the piazza, give the 
whole a magnificent appearance. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



yBifiOB% 14S 

architecture is noble : on one side are oo« 
lum^ of the Tuscan order, whilst those on 
iinother, are Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian* 
The frize and basso relievos on the fa- 
((^ades are well executed, and the open 
space in the interior, paved with large and 
convenient flag stones. Here the loungers 
of Venice meet : this is the general resort 
of all idlers ; and in one of the squares of 
the ducal palace, the merchants hold their 
exchange. The large building, called the 
Steeple of St. Mark (more than 300 feet 
high, and 40 broad), is situated at one end. 
The ^andest view I enjoyed of Venice was 
from the top of this steeple, to which you 
ascend by a staircase in the interior. At 
the northern extremity is the fat^ade of the 
cathedral church of St* Mark, a striking 
object in this open situation, and sur- 
mounted by five cupolas. The. exterior 
of this square edifice of Grecian style of 
architecture is grand, but, at the same 
time, gloomy in its general appearance, as 
well as in the interior, where you will ob- 
serve only. the wreck of ite former splendor; 
namely, a variety of ancient pillars; several 
ornaments in bronze ; specimens of mosaip.. 
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• of t wbteh< eover thie copolss '; E^bMu- 
IJM'BiiirUe pnurement ; aH #ell as>8t|itii« 
(tf <greati4nitiq«itjr, but no particular beairty 
iftitheir exeoutioa. . The faunae i^ors aM 
liksewise embelliabed with basso relievKia. 
Tki» church f formerlj ? contained great 
richeatiAigi^ld, silver^ and preciouB atooMi 
with:al8o inaimMrable relics, whiah$ by'att 
good Catholics, were considered of ^tfll 
greater Fi^ttt. • Idid not inqoife. whether 
aivf of 'these relka wens atiU here^* #^ 
kttiMiing that I, at all e9i^nts,.shoiddjMk^l»p 
pattBitted to sefr thcan; On a balurtrad^oa 
the outside of the oatkedralv before a Img^ 
wwdoar, slood^ ote/pedefi^ls, tbe^foisr eile- 
bnatad horais of. gjld«d InroBze, whiah^ ib 
ia^^mlLt known, the usurfiers oa«ied Mk 
Qairia^ as ^eU as ahneat e^ery other iidMi 
jeel9 either, feluable or curioiui, fsiMd ji|i 
tira^ city when die Freadi ent^wi ib<mmMi§ 
des €mis (as they made the MpMf inhahittf 
aafts believfe) not with any^^hcyrtiie iniiiia 
ti^Qs* I am happy to find^tbaoe^dionriM 
(on the poflNiessioti of^whteb^theVoiHtiiHi 
prided tliesiselvea so Ulgfafy) lmmlmt»Sm 
ibm Ifftte^ iMaty^ retnrtated i^Jiiaiir iomlna 
situation. •• * -^ - ■ r*- ..** -h* ,t»#*v* 
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Saint Mark ig the great patron of Venioe. 
They pretend that his body wa6 brougl^ 
^wet there from Asia, but, by some unlbr- 
tnnate event, afterwards lost or stolen. 
Tht people, piously inclined, however, are 
«till of opinion that it remains in some 
fiart of the city, even to the {uresent day, 
although they are unacquaiated with the 
fii>ot. 

The square I have been describing, as 
well as its immediate neighbourhood, are 
€^rnamented with two fine granite columns, 
And a fiying lion of bronze, and other 
^g^ares, emblematical of St. Mark. 

Adjoining to the cathedral, and in froi^ 
^ the port, is the immense Ducal Palace 
(of a magnificent style of architecture, 
aomewhat resembling the Gothic) in which 
c^ l^oge resided, and which, firom the pro#- 
liwbion of marble that has been used, and 
4mm its general exterior appearance, is 
^Atfoft anaquaUed in Italy. The facade, 
llri^d with mosaic, as well ,as the porticos 
mA marble columns which . surround it, 
aiMl t|be eight doors, are all on ;a grand 
m»\e. Amongst Ae difietent statues I ob- 
<Mived, tatfoR i«e vittt^ tiie interior, were 
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.tmno. immenie pnes of our firit piii)^^, 
#rprai6nting the splendid marble atiurease. 
Tlie ioterior is of vast size, coutaiaiDg ihi» 
.mfffous galleries, iqpartmeats wheMtlne 
^(Pfincils fanqerly asaembkd/and offi^^ar 
9th/^ public pqrposes. Little oow remMis 
iptbas palace (which, has been built »om^ 
Jbqndred years) deserriug of attention, t^ 
cept the grand council chamber. X|ie 
p^intiiigs on the walls are all of thenoi 
goo4;oand.>tbe imniei;ise work, by Ti«tta» 
F^ttObi.T:fpre6i9ntii:^ Paradise, is :e3(.tr«Hieiihy 
cur^^us^.^om the great numbfsr of jggpN^ 
which are introduced without . any^ Wfiit 
fmUmi Herci y^u also find some an,t9qae 
ptatues:^ tho^ie. of Jupiter aad.Ganym/f^ 
(sKl^pafied to be by Phidias) are qni>vqi;89it^ 
adxttired, and very defterredly m; ^rkh 
likewise^ the group of Jupiter 9mi L^* 
w^ich, although equally bfaulifid if^ij^l^ 
.«xefiition, is rather immodeist m H^t^ 
.mg^. . I also r^D3arked> with siaiwI^tiA^ 
two gladiatoril, wounded^ jw^ iD.t^.f|$|ref 
foiling : they are foU of ifKpfsm»m%^H^ 
their attitude strongly resemilies^QAlliflld^^ 
Opposite to Ada paJ^QI^^ jiri»fijiith^>HWP 
pr»oa : thft QafB|«fmM^w^ ^y^^^^aSm 
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fimoed l^ a small bridge, over whieh^v^tt« 
a private passage. Many aa uiifortiinatie 
ttaa has passed M'ith a heavy heart (»v6r 
this bridge, which was properly d^noliiii* 
natied '' 11 Ponte dei Sospm,''^'"^ The 
Bridge of Sighs/* The Public Libraiy, 
a$ well as the Mint, are likewise in this 
neighbourhood, and close to the port. Hie 
Inquisitioil (that tribunal, the ideaof wbich 
makes all the civilized pari of mankind 
shudder) once raged at Venice in alt its 
*horrors, but now if is happily abblisUed, 
and the building destroyed whertf Its se- 
eret sittings were held. 

To the^ east of the city is thte Arsenal, 
#fit^h wds once very* famous. It' is in^ 
iilosed to the extent of more than two miles, 
tia^ surt^unded by large canals, contain- 
mifi- WiHihin it& walls;: fonnderies, forges, 
^dlnoiries, vittualling-offices, and every re- 
q^^isH^ Kmt the marine department It was 
ttflft^pHile' of Venice, but has likewise been 
^di&^aiiiled' ;' and the traveller cannot now 
^tWBk*^rWiadl*he interior without fi&eling 
sediMiotis^^f pity, oil H^bserving the gmM 
iM^§, in 'wbidi oiiee soMe thousand per- 
1kMm'lK0tt nollwly employed^' ?now iii a 
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b^t^ of torpor. The ropewalk * tiere ""ii 

St. y^iy fint one, being a thousand feie* 

in length. The two immense marbhe 

Hons l>efore the arsenal, which appear Ixi 

i^, guarding the entrance by the land side, 

#i;ere: t^rpught from Athens: they struck 

tif^0 p8 being only remarkable for their size. 

The arsenal' was formerly surrounded by 

9, s^ilg inilitary force, to withstand any, 

#M^en attack* . * ^ 

,.,,Tlf)pre avie_ several palaces as welt as 

iJ|^^r(;^^fs ..at; Veijice, in the architecture of 

WM^^ ^^f^^^U Sansoyino, and Palladio, 

.t)%Y^,di^pia^t^4. their uncommon genius. 

{j^nyqftt^e, palaces, so remarkable for ex- 

|erj!if 1 beauty, are situated on the sides'of 

,iif^^ principal canal^^ and built eiltfi^^r *of 

V^f^et or ^on^, standing on solid pites, 

ii^vl^ic^ are very durable. There is nevielr^a 

jd^fictency: of water in the canals, ndtwiro- 

jsjferiding every tide rises and' Ifalls nearly 

;twofeefe. . r '. " i • -i • . . ■ ■ ' 

The Cf^thedral doies not contain'so mucn 
to attract attention as the t)xWrcK or *i^{ 
Swithin, which is the most ancienlf or any 
at Venice^ The many tombs oftbe i^o]|eS 
here are Very striking :"* but the^m^st^4-fe^ 
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* markali^ object id a ^iptatue of a femate^ 
figure, contemplatintg death. She appe^Al 
reading a book, on which the head of Detith. 
il^ represented ; she is smiling, and lookirig 
^t the grim tyrant with apathy : her p<o^'; 
l^on is most natural, and the whole \vptk 
gTJi^atly to be admired. The mirkcled of. 
SU Dominic are likewise represented dh 
lafg^ tablets of bronze. ' ' 

• In one of the chapels belonging to Ibte 
i^^mrch of St. John and St. Paiil^an edift^e 
.of Gothic architecture) are soirie basfto^ re-f 
lievo^^, by Bonazza and his ^ns,'tl]le^iili%, 
j^ects of which represent the blWK (jif oiii^ 
Saviour, 4he presentation of th^ ¥h^n iliU> 
the jemple, as well as h^r m&iri^6;'^d, 
th^ s^oration of the three kings: 'Thfes^ ' 
noble, specimens of thie fiiie arts art e^h; 
^pfohe block ; every feature is fuUof *c!x- 
ju^sion ; every basso relievp ^di!ns> cTief 
fk/S^wc,{ jthey are by far the best I Mkv 
Isaw.^ ^ft'rst, playful infancy; then' thja 
jCbrecian bead, ^ith the noble figure 6f 
xputU*! a^^» Afterwards, the wrftikl^ of 
daorepit old agei are shewn in a nianner 
w^ich .merits nh\versal admii^ation. I 
J,f!|[»wked, few objects at 'Venice whici^ 
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pkand nemore dian these hmo MltevMr* 
Tl^f appear, however, to have been little 
noticed by travellers. 

The church of the Carmelites containf»^ 
a profusion of rich marbles, of lapis lassull^ 
and verde antique^ of statues and coJumnSy 
all of the greatest magnificence. The 
estecution of the different statues is excel- 
lent : amongst them is one of Sta. TeMsa 
in holy ecstacy, with an angel appearingp^te 
her in a dream^ by Bernini, which, tholj^ 
fine, is not equal to the one by the same 
attist at Rome, which I have already de«» 
serfbed. The exterior, as well as interi^^ 
of this edifice, are entirely of marble (pi^ili^ 
ci^Uy African) ; the architecture is *a]t9 
very handsome, and the church, altogethtl^^ 
one-ofthe^randest in Venice* 

At tiie top<>f the sacristy belongingito ihe 
diarch of Sta* Maria della Salute (whiriv 
is rituated on the borders of the prinoipal 
ctmal) are three exeellent' ptdititings, »bgr 
Titian, all of great merit The suli^eet ik 
the 'first is the munler of Cain ; tbafr of dw 
second tilie decapitttion of Ooliah'; :aild 
another scriptut^l piece. At the priik^^ 
altar of this church in a i^roup t^mtiKtidmi 
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VfMioet in the figure ef a pleaaiiig femdifei 
is on her knees^ thankii^ the Vin^ci fer 
the cessation^ of the plagaa^ whkh^ in the 
Aape of a monatery is running away lon 
1dN»^ opposite side« 

\ Many of the pidaces contain cdllectioHs 
of. paintinpi : I shall, however, only de^^ 
aeiibe those in the Marrini Palace^ which 
wm the pdneipal ome I yiskeiL Thi 
l|«st t¥Offc her« is a Descent from th« 
C!iiMs, by Titian* How adniraUy* m 
imik expressed in the oounttAance of o«ir 
Siwrfour ! his blood has ieeased to flow, his 
sWfi^is parched and dry4 The Yii^in is 
Miiteaiplating the acene in ttlent Ai^iafa^ 
AjWitii9M?|iaintiBg repnssentsYamiy^ You 
sefe a woman^ in a pretty dftskttbilie^ carliog 
aiid'Ottianientii^ her hair^ with a man foe^ 
hind her holdf ng Death's, bead in his faaiid» 
iad^t s|ie mes in themiiror, not ooiy her 
i^n.face, bnt Ibat of Deaith likewise* A- 
l^^faieent from .the €ross, by Raphael* JVq 
4n9 caQiiCQiitempkite this paiating without 
^WP^kg^teai'^^f^^pc^t^y- TheVilfgiii^i, 
}ll^4/f^ li^a^pport^d >y hwatt^ants i 
«9AiHl1)!^^^M«4lll«tf,^«ouiil^iin the ladd^^ 
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iff ,4^ifitM^S Hn. .JtakiQg down Ibe hfi4y^^ 
^^rist jpio^r truly affecting is such a pi^ 
|pre Jf TJbi§ separ^t^on of Venus and Adommi 
^Qy^ Tvell has the artist described in tbeiif 
9P|vi)te];ijaoc^ what loixrers feel on parting^ 
^pw full of affectiqp is that last lo^kil 
XJ^is collection, thou^ small, is one of tbi^ 
best. I bs^yc met with. All the paiuttpg9$ 
here are by celebrated maM^ers, namctly^ 
l^y Rapha^J, Titian, Carlo Dolce, Rubienst 
I^a^pia, and Bassano* There are«few.t)f 
ti^^.^iqfei;ior ones which you to.<o||f||l 
^If^arjlf in Cither collections.: Lba^e «8^> 
i^dy observed, that many of the piJaciUS 
^pe. h^pcisome, bpt the generalilyi ^iii^ 
h^^us^s, arfi. % from being ?i6^ .tbeyijB^ 
oJAy incoayeaietit,^Q4 of a mi»^abte»<^ 
pp.f^nce, which, is greatly; iQc^^j^He^ffeff 
t§e uncpwstioi;! ^arrown^ps of tbe»strc)|^ 
'^he inns, « I understand, ar^ eM bad, SNuii 
t^^ ope I wast at I fouftd p0r,ti|mlai^,isftMfC 
ft^ uuco^pifortivble. . . -w«u/ii0^ 

- Jh^ cwpd*aiil. of ^ Quioeifau^gimAftl 
Im gUding on the ^un^ xrf tbe^rincifii^ 
^anal at ajl b^fu^ i^f th^ day,;Js .iie|}i 
ginusing. Jh^ l?ridge of Ihe RiidtrhtWilK 
sjsjts of p«e^ imw^se «M^vOQ»fac^ ir4iib«ii 
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«Ke l««fel loF th^ danul, Wkd 24 feet fiigbl 
It^ftaSi ft It^htaiid elegant appearance ; bul 
#l!tat strikes the stranger willi surprisi^,''is 
to observe two rows of shops uiVder marme 
^rtitos, dividing its snrfece^ into three 
jhttlTow streets. There is a convement 
Staircase on each side of the arcade in tlib 
ttentre, and this elegant and solid bridge 
^s completed in 1591. '' ' 

^«^' Another singularity atbout Venice, whicli 
f nfiust not omit to mention, is itsi pon 
llttd"hart>our, almost covered by a nuin- 
Wfr of iislinds, some of which arie hear^ 
flteWty, and others a few miles distatiti 
*feilfet tbte ^hofe are separated frdrh it li^ 
HlfgA 'H^hannels. On one of tH^ isM^M 
€^ppd»itfe the diicai palace, is sif hated ttte 
iWiindiM^in^ church of Saii Giorgio Mdgi 
^!(«ffe,'e*Jttally "striking for external, tsA 
imHA iis^ infternal beatities, aiM built bjr 
Puftadioi' There were fdnufefly various 
convents, which have hiippily beeh^abtfl 
(Miedv atid g^d tiouses erected' in their 
fitoce; » ^ Sfae -or isfe*»en of these islands a#i^ 
Vf^tolM^ableW^e'j^anfd contain several flad 
^imr^m. ' Tlie^apj^dEi^bce of this touii 
mtMitiHi fIfirtQ tfid»cifty !3'e±fr^me!jr ttirious; 
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Yoil Mftifehi|M olosd to the quiiy^ .m&^ 
iiitods, some way aff^ with roivs of tr6M^ 
whioh seaBQ to be growing in the middl^.^ - 
th* ftea« The harbour^ in manypartoiii 
▼«r;r shallow, and the frequent Band*baiih#; 
tDOftt^ i ahould imagine, render it daa^'i. 
gtrotuB. 

The dialect e{H>ken at Venice is Tery 
harsh imd unpleasiuit to the eafi after thif^ 
SQDOroustsouBds yon ha^e been aocuatoaied 
to4it Rcume and Sienna. 

-The'' theatres here are not saflSeielti|rt 
rahtekabie ta desarve a separate descripti 
tiftav 5' - .. •. . ♦ v^s,, 

^The'two pnovince^ called the Pa4tt«lw|i 
aMttbe Poksinos in the enViroM aiid 4i|^ 
ritor^ of Venice^ are Ughly cmkivatedi jMi^ 
9iSo>Td a ptsntiful snpply of all the liixuij^,^ 
of iife^ The w«tep, however^ in this f5i^|- 
kifitbommalriy bad« / r 

0lt is said to haTe been a long omltoiiliill 
the Vetaetiansi net to* invite Stranipem ^ 
jkin in the intercourse of tlmrsomaQHriaifl^^ 
they were, at this, moment so dejoetediioitj^ 
tibetr fikiances bad been so draidedii thili 
they were obliged to> continue tb€i«ri«lUM 
baikNt^ whether they felt soiiMiiiied^i^i^ 
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The iromi^ii at Vehiee, lii^ time sfti 
60Ma, h9Lre the character of being-of eaflgi'^ 
"viitne; and fram ^hat I couM judg«)J^ 
whilst I reelided there, L am indined t«i! 
ftkik they desenre it Duriiii^ my tmmMim ' 
ahmit Venice, I was frequenfly aecdsted^l^ir 
cddmen, representing themselves to belM9 
to nobility, dre^ed in thread-bare YelyAt^ 
ettmestly salicitfng charity, but always- 
w^tebiiig tl^ opportunity to do it, whsflp^ 
they were not peroetTedby pasaBngen^^i 
There was yery little activity no^. ai{X^<» 
nice; it was once a plaee i^«onside|*abfe^ 
commerce, but they have at present onijfir 
th€ rehiembranee of such a time^ left»/ !lt 
wssfdraseriy a flourishing cily^ but is iuM( 
r^uded almost to nothingness. There < is 
stieb a sombre and melancholy glooittr 
abo«it every thing, that I was not sorry ti^^ 
quif it, after a visit of six weeks. Qui 
tikitig leave of this esty, I. shall not detain 
ugjr yoadtit by long reflections on th^' e» t 
tiapliNB^power and foreign possesiioiis, fof j 
^Ihith this repttblic was fmttierly so emoMjr 
ttmb ift the world t as Hiey areall wriii 
hi i iwftt tto ewt*y render of MiMiry. «« 8iii 
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Haying first sent our carriage tO: the 
odier side, we ourselves embarked from 
Venice, and passing by one of the islands," 
observed a horse grazing, which, to a perw 
son coming from that cily, is quite a no*^ 
velty. I do not believe Venice contains a 
9ingle animal of that species ; at all events, 
dqring my residence, I did not see one. I 
have already observed, this is not a cily 
where the traveller would like to reside 
long, and have also stated my reasons £»r 
snch an observation ; but Venice must ap^ 
pear widely different to most Italians, whdr, 
like the Spaniards, have no taste whatever 
for the charms of the country. If th«^ 
happen to live a few miles distant from^ a 
town, the garden or grounds belonging to 
their villas are uninteresting to (he ad^ 
mirer of rural beauties. Nature invanably 
is' disfigured, the walks are all in a straight 
line, the trees trimmed in the most arii* 
ficial and grotesque shapes, and indeed t|M 
is almost the sole occupation of the gar^ 
dener. The Italian calls this a pleasing Mr 
treat, but, in fact, his habits are such, tl«t 
he is not fit 1o live out of ther bsistle of ^ 
town, and is unhappy uidew ht 
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some hoars every day at the jHromeQade, 
coflfee^house, and billiard-table, or in bis 
heila donf2a*B society. He likewise appears 
to be quite a stranger to the sports of the 
field, and to be entirely dependent on the 
town for amusement. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Leaving Venice without regret, we arrived 
at Padua, a distance of nine leagues. This 
is a,lai^e city, with a decayed populatiw, 
and said to be of greater antiquity tbofi 
Rqsae. it^If. It struck me as being vcysy 
fSJffosifiy. The church of St Antonio is a 
l^e and ancient building of Gothic archi* 
t(^fQjtiire» and cc^ains some admirable alto 
I^UevpsQf fine marble^ which deserve the 
inott minute attention. They repi[^es€Mt 
Ihe miracles of St Antonio, and ai^e ew^ 
Qfited by J^ansoviiM, and oth» cc^lebmtol 
flKtiflll^« There are several ibaguficciiA 
^m\» likewise;^ in this churefa. St AtotOr 
jp|o is the. great patron of Padua« Thejr 
tell you, that in a mausoleum at one of th« 
altars, the bones of that saint are {M*e80nmH 
and in another, his tongue ! 1 The Mcm/oH^ 
(keeper of the church) gave us a long ao^ 
Qowt of tbe.H^ndws &t. Antoniofbadrfrtr** 
ffuroft^ It, is 8i0lanch<riy i^ uiisarlie'lte 
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bigotry of the loww orders of tbe ItaliMW* 
Is it not impious to imagine that saints (one* 
of which each town in Italy appropriate^^. 
to itself) have performed miracles, 1>y 
Mising people from tbe dead» and healing 
the sick, which protestants conceive our 
Saviour and his immediate disciples have 
alone had the power of doing ? One cann 
not but pity such ignorance; but it is^ 
perhaps, the policy of a government en-f ^ 
tiffelyin the hands of the priests, to keep 
the common people in this state of de^ 
gradation. In the sacristy of the cathedral, 
{whieh is in the centre of the city) yon 
will observe a most excellent painting of 
the Virgin and Infant, by Titian. Tbft 
eaithedral itself is an immense pile of 
l^uilding, without any peculiar beauty* In 
ike churob of St. Justina (a fine marbltt 
edifiise in the modern part of Padua) are 
swne good basso relievos in wood» eaie^ 
eiltdd by Riehatd, a FrenQiinian, and repre^ 
itenting tike life of »t. Pauk The staJHb of 
the canons, by the same artist, aire likewise 
wiell executed. There are several good 
pai»tiiiga in tkiscbttreh^ which is the finest 
iMPaduBy and yau willalR^ renMolc agronif 
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of Statues of tl^ ckscent from the erofi», )^ 
P«Todio, a Genoese. This is really ;ad« 
mirable. The coldness of death expressi^ 
IB the foce of Christ, the anguish in that 
of the Virgin, the tears rolling down her 
eheeks, are most natural, and must affect 
the feelings of the spectator. The altanp 
are prettily, ornamented with mosaic of 
Flopenee, and the pavement is of rich xoMr 
ble. This church was planned by the ce* 
lebrated Palladio, and built by Andrea 
Ricdo. 

' Padua is situated in a plentiful rich 
eountry, and watered by the two rivers, 
Bachiglione and Brenta. In most of ity 
streets are arcades, as at Turin and Bo* 
logna. At one end of a large hall in this 
city (forroarly the court of justice) is a 
monument erected to the memory of the 
celebrated historian, Livy. The roof q 
this edifice is curious, in not being mifh 
ported by ^ single pillar, .and the size of 
the hall issaid to surpass that of die one at 
Westminster, The university .h^re ww 
once celebrated throi^h all £uro{Ne, >U 
was said to boast of jtwelve .colleges, wdgr 
piofiessors, aiid 10OOQ Mudents ; b|i$.8«^ 
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ks ike mntaiiitity in IramftB affinin^ liMitttt 
Bowdoei not exceed 300. Itis an extemitrfc 
handsome pile, the inner court betn^stnv 
founded bj two galleries; one over the 
Mher ; but in visiting thepalaee, andbtke 
tmmerons halte, once occupied li^ Ae 
iKMrt learned doctors, delivering' their ifti^ 
tions to their admiring scliolars, 'and now 
wHnessing the gloomy silence which ^ pr <s 
vafls in these deserted apa^tm^ifs, oriljr 
iMlancholy reflections canbe Bxcitedi ' I 
returned home to my dinner, where i m^ 
#ith a bottle of the ckts&kal wine e^led 
l^ctrarch, after the immortal ^oet, who hod 
Hl-- villa about seven tniles- distant lvot& 
liefic^, and on- the estate said' fbttnerlysM 
kAVe belonged to him, this excellent irfejfi 
♦iiie is nfade. In the cajthedrai) you trtfl 
•M d poMrait of Petrarcl)^ 'who ^ai»a>mmMI 
0(tliittcbtlrch. k ». u . ,^ 

^^VHcwvepBt i^ Hbent eigfbteen mileb<distaitt 
f»» 9aMkila; ^and th&< iroAd* ^passes tbrd«irgli 
ifi0»MtfvA^ 'd/tf4 ri«h Mmntiy , with man^ 
•iWllfffWul^, aind^ifre observed; ^s^ea|!^ 
jfklroaclM^iCilb Mty, coilSideriible pldiitatidtti 

«lMM^llft8iii^l*4!k»^ iff tlke«ixt«tMHl 
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century, Knd here you will find many spe- 
cimens of his excellent taste. The Olym^ 
pic theatre built by him merits a particular 
examination, as it gives you as correct an 
id^a as possible of the ancient theatres of 
the Romans, of which it is an imitation, 
and very much resembles one of those in 
the ruins of Pompeii. It is in the forrti 
of an oval, one half is allotted for the stage, 
and the other for the audience, whilst the^ 
orchestra is by the sides. The seats for 
the spectators rise out of the pit for a con- 
siderable height, and are surmounted by 
the elegant boxes, which are highly orna* 
mented. On particular occasions plays 
are acted in this theatre, which is capable 
of containing 1500 persons. 

Several palaces in this town, erected by 
Palladio, are remarkable for the beauty 
of their architecture. These edifices are 
splendid, where he has confined himself 
to the imitation of the elegant and modest 
Doric and Ionic orders, but tlie mi^tforr 
tune is, that he and other modern artists 
are fond of mingling all the difierent aji,« 
cient orders together, and thus destroy t|ie 
beauty of the virfaole. Ar^te are likewise 
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common at Vicenza, and one in particular 
conducts to a church at a considerable dis- 
tance, situated on the summit of a moun* 
tain. It reminded me of the extraordinary 
one at Bologna, already described. Vi- 
cenza is situated in an extensive plain, co*- 
vered with the most luxuriant vegetation, 
consisting of rich corn fields, and a variety 
, of fruit trees. The many neat villas greatly 
increase the beauty of the landscape ; one 
especially pleased me more than any other 
Ihad seen on the continent, and was built 
by Palladio, in imitation of the Pantheon 
at Rome. War has ruined all the nobility 
of Viceiiza, and it is painful to observe this 
fine villa now fast mouldering to decay. 
From its circular form it is called the 
rotunda, and contains eight rooms on each 
floor, from every one of which the view of 
the surrounding country appears like a 
continued garden. I understand one of 
our nobility has built a castle in England 
after the model of this villa. 
' Here is a silk manufactory of stockings 
and other articles of dress. 

We made an easy day's journey of only 
tw6nty miles over a rich plain, and arrived 

m2 
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at VcTMa. This is a large and veiy cheer- 
fol city, upwards of six miles in circum- 
ference, situated on the rirer Adige, whose 
waters running through it, spread plenty 
and richness on every side. Over this 
river are four large stone bridges, but the 
principal object which attracts the travel 
ler's attention is the amphitheatre, cele* 
brated all over Italy as being more per- 
fect in the interior than any other edifice 
of the kind now remaining, whilst the 
whole of the exterior is extremely dilapi- 
dated, and entirely destitute of all orna- 
ment. I was highly gratified with this 
amphitheatre, which, although so inferior 
in magnificence as well as size to the Co- 
liseum at Rome, is so much better pre- 
served, that on beholding it, you have as 
correct an idea as possible, of the nature 
of these buildings in the time of the aii- 
<iient Romans. The whole of the interior 
has been fitted up anew with the original 
blocks of stone, placed in their former si«- 
tuation. The seats for tiie people extend 
all round the arena, (which is 218 feel 
long and 130 broad) and not being divided 
^ from each other^ resemble so many marble 
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»t^, vrhich as you ascend increase in 
breadtih, and are very conyenient for ad** 
pitting an immense number of persons* 
There are forty«five rows of these seats, 
and the edifice (which is about seventy 
feet high) we were informed, now occa^ 
sionally contains more than 20,000 people. 
We remarked two fine entrances to this 
amphitlieatre, as well as the passages 
through which tbe wild beasts were con<- 
ducted« It is interesting to reflect, that 
we here see the inside of an ancient Rod- 
man amphitheatre, almost in its perfect 
state. The terrific grandeur of the con^ 
tending gladiators, and of the chariot race^ 
it is true, were left to the imagination, but 
ftom the present building, the mind is ca«- 
pable of judging what a noble object it 
ssust have been to see the amphitheatre 
filled with spectators. How difierent is 
the arena now, from what it was formerly ! 
Instead of beholding the bloody combat 
where wild beasts were opposed to men, 
you now find a great part of the arena 
occupied, by a miserable playhouse, where 
a company of strolling actors represent 
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&rces in broad daylight, to which per« 
formance the billet d^entrie costs cme 
penny! This amphitheatre is likewise 
the scene of the madness of the carniyal. 
Antiquarians differ as to the time when 
this structure was built, and also attribute 
its building to various architects. From its 
top you have an extensive view of the Rhe- 
tian Alps. The country around Verona, 
although flat, is very fertile, and particu- 
larly productive of mulberry trees, which 
are cultivated in this territory in great 
abundance, for the nourishment of silk- 
worms. This city has many spacious and 
well paved streets, several squares, an old 
Grothiccathedral, and anumher of churches; 
and the houses are generally good. It like* 
wise contains several public and private 
museums^ which enclose a large collection 
of monuments of antiquity, and was the 
birthplace of Pliny the] elder, and several 
other literary characters. There are also 
here the remains of three triumphal arches, 
and an antique bridge is curious, fvoai its 
having only one arch, which is said to be 
larger than that of the Rialto at Venice. 
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• Ob leaying Verona we proceeded to a 
small village on the borders of the. Lake of 
Garda, and having sent our carriage to 
the opposite point by land, we ourselves 
made an excursion on the water. The 
day was fine, and hiring a miserable kind 
of boat, we rowed over the greater part of 
the lake, and after a voyage of about 20 
miles, landed at Desensano, a town stand- 
ing agreeably on its borders. I had heard 
much of the scenery of this lake, but was 
somewhat disaj^ointed. It is wild and 
bold, but not picturesque, being bounded 
on one side by the Alps, at the base of 
wbkh some vegetation appears,, whilst 
their snowy summits rise abruptly and are 
soon lost in the clouds. This perspective 
is sublime, and nature is seen in her 
roughest garb. On each side of Desensano 
the country changes and becomes more 
pleasing, the sides of the lake being clothed 
with various shrubs, among which the mul- 
berry tree is very luxuriant. There is not, 
in my opinion, sufficient wood to make 
this scenery very interesting, or sufficient 
towns or villas scattered about to add 
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^e chaim of variety, and fwm an a^ee- 
able landBcape ; but the mountains give m 
magnificence to this highly finished pie* 
ture of nature, which must gratify every 
traveller trho visits them, although such 
scenes mil not cause those sensations of 
rapture in his heart, which are sometimes 
pnoduced on his contemplating the m<une 
enefaanting beauties (^ the valleys. The 
water of this lake isin some parts of im-* 
mense depth, and so particularly clear, that 
the whole has the appearance of a rock of 
crystal. We passed near a small petiin* 
sula, and remarked the ruins of a building 
called the Grotto of Catullus, who is said 
ta have been much delighted with bis re- 
esdenoe on this retired spot. This lake k 
very subject to storms, and still exactfy 
Hke same as Virgil represents it to baTe 
b^n in his days, 

•' Jluctibus et fremitu assurgens, * Benax^ marino/* 

It is still considered to be the most d^^* 
g^erous of any in tjiis country, as sqifalln, 

* Lacus Benacus was the ancient name of the 2#ake 
ofGttria* 
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proceedia^ .froei tihe mountains, are fre-* 
qaent On the day we crossed it a eon* 
trary wind produced a considerable surf, 
and the whole bad much the appearance 
of the sea. The inn at Desensano is si^ 
tuated at the very edge of the lake, and 
the view of the immense glassy surface be« 
fore it, extoading 35 miles in length, (from 
Peschiera to its extremity, in the Alps) 
is extremely beautiful. We landed and 
took an early dinner on excellent fish^ 
which this lake abundantly supplies, and 
afterwards proceeded 20 miles to Brescia^ 
a flourishing city, situated on the rir^r 
Gso'za, and about four miles in circumf^^ 
ence* The diMance from Verona jto Bres» 
<^ is about 40 miles. On approaching 
the latter city, there are a number of 
charming villas. Vegetation was in ill 
greatest luxuriance, and accompanied by 
all the agreeable attendants of spring; 
whilst the country on each side of the road 
appeared most delightful. 

The principal commerce in this city, 
and the country around, is in silk. In 
this mann&ctory they have brought qmh 
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diinery to great perfect»>ii, and it Id 
aasisted by the numerous riyulets and 
streams with which the country abounds. 
In the cathedral and other churches, as 
well as in many private houses, are some 
fine paintings by the best masters. In the 
church of St. Afra (the Brescian saint) 
is one by Titian, which must enrapture 
every amateur. The subject is that of the 
woman taken in adultery. In her coun- 
tenance repentance is finely expressed ; 
she is lovely indeed; a loose garment 
leiaves a part of her snowy bosom uiico- 
Tered, over which her hair hangs in tresses ; 
meekness is well marked in our Saviour, 
and gravity in the face of the high priest. 
The colouring of this painting is most 
lively. It is one of the best works of Ti- 
tian I have met with. When the French 
entered this city, its inhabitants were 
allowed to keep this painting on paying a 
considerable sum of money. 

We proceeded about 30 miles to Ber- 
gamo^ where the! language is said to be 
m<Nre corruptly spoken than in any other 
part of Italy, and on the morrow travelling 
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20 miles further, through the same ricb 
plain, we reached Milan^ after a joiimey of 
180 miles from Venice, The country, during 
the whole way, is w6ll watered, and said 
to be particularly luxuriant in rice ; whilst 
the noble ridge of the Alps, which separates^ 
Italy from Germany, olSFers to the view a 
landscape full of grandeur and sublimity. 
The high road from Venice to Milan is 
commodious, and kept in a good state of 
repair. 

Milan, situated in a plain twelve miles 
from the Alps, surpasses in size any other 
city in this country, Rome excepted. It is of 
a circular form, and near ten miles in cir* 
cumference, including the suburbs; and 
its population is computed at 140,000 souls« 
Many of the streets in this city are broad, 
and paved in a peculiar but (excellent man- 
ner. Two rows of large flag stones are 
placed at the distance of about three feet 
from each other, merely for the carriage 
wheels to roll on, which, in consequence, 
go much easier, and without making that 
noise which is such a universal nuisanee 
in other cities. There is nothing bietiid^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



ITS MILAN. 

flome about the general appearance of the 
houses here ; a few palaces alone are of 
good architecture. The churches of Milan 
(with the exception of the cathedral) are 
not remarkable for their beauty. There 
are, however, some which every traveller 
should visit, and respecting which I shall 
afterwards say a few words. As a primary 
object, I mean to speak of the cathedral, 
which the Italians consider as one of the 
greatest wonders in existence ; and which 
is, without doubt, the finest as weill as 
the largest temple in this country, after 
St. Peter's. It is of the most elegant 
and light Gothic architecture of which 
we can possibly form an idea ; and, if 
finished, would certainly be superior to 
any thing of the kind in the world : but 
such an event will probably never take 
place. It was begun three centuries ago ; 
for more than half that time the work 
was suspended, and not again resumed 
till within these few years. The active 
mind of Napoleon formed the idea of 
continuing the arduous undertakings but 
now again it is carried on but slowly: 
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in fiiet, scarcely a third part of this stupen.* 
doQs edifice is yet finished ; and, on com 
templating its different sides, it is melan* 
choly to observe one, as yet scarcely begaa^ 
and another, falling to decay* But what 
astonishes the traveller most, is to consider 
that this immense fabric, 490 feet in length, 
nearly 300 in breadth, and 400 in height, 
to the top of the tower, (according to a late 
calculation,) is entirely of fine white mar- 
ble! I need not, therefore, remark on the 
enormous expense of such a work, for this 
idea must occur to every one, but will en- 
deavour to describe the impression it made 
on my mind when I ascended to the sum* 
mit. You find all those parts of the roof 
and sides which are complete, covered from 
the top to the bottom, with innumerable 
Statues, resembling an army of saints and 
martyrs more tlian any thing else. These 
statues (all of which are said to be well 
executed) are standing in niches, or on 
pinnacles, which rise into the air in a most 
majestic manner, and are ornamented with 
wonderful taste — a work of uncommon la- 
bour and perseverance. These ornamests, 
although not so correct with Gothic archi-^ 
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tecture, are unique and elegant, but, I fear, 
will only be the objects of universal admira- 
tion for a few years, instead of withstanding 
the siege of ages, as those of the Roman 
edifices have done. The airy pinnacles, 
and slender statues, of more modem erec- 
tk>n, appeared to me, from their lofty ex- 
posure, to be already getting out of repair ; 
and I am greatly afraid even a gentle shock 
of an earthquake, nay, a violent wind alone, 
would soon crumble many of them into 
dust. The coup d'ml of the facade which 
has been finished is most magnificent. A 
person scarcely knows how sufficiently to ex- 
press his admiration of the beautiful object 
before him. There is an obelisk, or tower, 
most singularly situated, being erected over 
the dome. Its appearance is more curious 
than beautiful. The whole of the exterior 
of this church is most imposing ; it rises 
with such elegance, with such an air of 
lightness, that, whether you take it as a 
whole, or in separate parts and admire 
the. excellence of the sculpture in basso 
relievo, you, in both cases, must allow it 
to be very highly finished ; and, although , 
there is too great an abundance of orlia- 
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ments, atill they have a most splendid ap^ 
pearance. The principal entrance in em* 
bellisbed with beautiful basso relievo^ 
after the Grecian style, I was disap- 
pointed with the interior, although like* 
YKise entirely of marble; its unfinished 
sta,te, and the smallness of its windows, 
give it a gloomy and unpleasant appear- 
ance ; yet there are several objects which 
must naturally engage the attention as you 
enter, namely, the immense extent of the 
interior, divided into three naves, its mar- 
bje pavement, the colossal size of the 160 
marble columns, nearly 100 feet high, 
which support it, and the Gothic architec- 
ture, dark in the interior, sublime in the ex- 
terior, The principal cupola is supported 
by immense arches, besides which there 
are five other cupolas. Upon the whole, 
J should certainly say that a traveller will 
seldom see a building in any part of Eur 
rope, which, in external beauty, is equal 
jto this cathedral. In a subterraneous 
^hapd underneath, is the splendid coffin 
^jbiich contains the remains of St. Carlo 
Blorromeo. There were f(»rm^ly great 
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tefwur^i. «KqI<Mped in .th|^ sacristy^ faiit 
tlte. {Mriuc^iAl part Iiaye . been remoir^ ; 
Mid I could not gain permisfsion to se^ 
tho«e few which arei said still to rej^ii^^ 
The cathedral is in a fine open si^uatioo» }^ 
t^.cenjtre: of the city, with a large ^q^fx^ 
h^re it« bnt the streets in this neigh)>o;ur- 
hood ve narrow and irregular. 

Thero is w> city in Italy which Nftp%* 
koB has^ embellished sojopiuch as Milaii^.^'^ 
be: made ^ the general. depot for his{|ix]t^|# 
entthi84S(ide of the Mp^y after having, ci^pr 
pleted the admirable rojid oyer 1^e> ^^ 
pldA mowt^m^ He has imprpyei^ |the 
piiUie insftituti^nsy bujlt several yery h^^p^ 
some agates, and made, some qf th^ ^^ 
Mads mjexistence, which lead 4^ >9U:^^ 
dtffea;eirt . parts . of the country. . . T^^Yi ^f 
iBdBbkedMto Ima- fcNr theii^iiifiKQiiiiiKgi:^ 
9b\t piiosieiiades In tbe<en¥iiipQ$^ T^^ff^ 
•llidlie Milanese. s^ delightMii9,|{2|fnd;,^ 
whioktith^y ri^air in ^vu^ '<^^^^ f?^ 
eraning^ both in their, icarri^gi?^ i9^>fl!^ 
fiM>t, priiduoing agayer^sce«fce tj^fi^ hjmfi 
wituemA in imy^^iKttor.paii^.^ ^t^^YRfMH^ 
lifte fiXQepliiiii.4f»|.j)^€IMt,f# iifflfiwiffty 



Digitized by 



Google 



MIL A If. 177 

having, itt some degree, spared their citjr, 
whilst he ransacked every other in this 
country. For all these favours bestowed 
on them by their late Imperatore e i?tf, these 
people show their gratitude (accordii^ to 
report) by still remaining attached to him 
WiA his cause, for which reason Milan was 
now filled with a strong Austrian force 
to keep the inhabitants in subjection. 
Although an inland city, formerly a cod«* 
^siderable commerce was carried on here ; 
but at the present moment every thing 
was dull and inanimate. 

The principal theatre at Milan is, I be*^ 
lieve, the largest in Italy, but very inferior 
to the late one at Naples in the splendour 
of its interior. It contains about 180 boxes 
in: five circles^ All the higher orders of 
ihe Milanese have their private boxes; 
and a foreigner is much surprised on ^d- 
ing that they amuse themselves by giving 
wnverMmones^ or by playing cards in theoK, 
ih&dead of attending to. the performanoe^ 
whilst they are entirely concealed, feoin 
<he public view, by means ^ a large tpiiiv 
tahu If die muffld at this theatreyis^alwi^ 

VOL. II. N 
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as .l>adl ^ as it was: the evening on wlii<^^. I 
attended, I tkiiriL such parties would be^a 
neeeasary resource, in case the gentry of 
MUan were oUiged regularly to be present 
at every miserable performance of liiat 
kind. During the whole of my travels I 
4iaffe^^ever observed a more ridiculous 
custom than this. 

- I afterwards went to see the progress of 
the modern antique built by Buonaparte, 
in: imitation of the Roman amphitheatm; 
The ft))^ade of this building is handsome^ 
and' oomposed of granite pillars* Ithe 
^«mtta>is «f ah - oval shape, and . ^urrannded 
by' a^ loHv : trail. . It would have ( hMn S% 
due work hdd jt beoi finished: HhfeiiSDn- 
^tdteeture is good; and all the alonitt 
are i<)f 'Colossal mze, as if dhreeted i^ 
;poatbrity,)to which address, howeve^^ It 
^witis pi^obably BMev arrive. Wt^ktAnkb 
'#ound it, and: overflows the> wh61eyw4ieh 
rftequiredf to form^a namnaofaia : -aay,^theK 
^sptmdid^fiftes have already«4akenv'i^cib.in 
iite y^r 18|8, iuipresence of the >qNK2^«ii*r 
-emperor. The games were solemnisediKi 
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bokt rices were esbibited^at the^namna^i 
dim. In the adjoining baibfinj^ j^ftumm 
see the wreck of. the pasteboard \helaMli9^ 
drowxis^ and omam^its.af the ehariotefeaM; 
and the chariots likewise, .in :shBpQ efitbe 
sindent bigm. Even a Romaa of tlia presebt 
day^ would have been dii^tisted* atso:mi» 
serable a pantomime, meant te tepreMat 
the magniii cent games of hiel aneestorsj at 
ao paitiy an effort of tfais.modeimiCfiBsai^; 
bat^the Milanese were amused^ anditfaeref 
fime bore their chains without uitemogf b 
eriddplaint 1 Before the amphithivatre i^^nn 
iiBmeiise plain, denominated 'SierGhafi^ 
4e Marsi on : one side of which >ai^ tft«- 
unphad aifcfa^ was commenced in llonouriwf 
IS^Mileea'B ilmving : gained a% ¥totof||r Jh 
llfeitjmighfeodrhodd. • Th^areb vi» ab$^ 
jba\i 'tfBMsbedi^ and^ constructed .of-bikgie 
Mmt^M&ae white: nBii^l]^,liroiig^.fill9 
<5i<|mQ./IlB style of architecture is^elegi^«% 
$i»m^ti^:fts its ofttmnents ; and tk^ nl|p)e 
iitai^Wcjha¥€i5beeii:tcmwaed by a ^t^w^i^ 
ibft^ntparor in aiowdrawn iQ^six.j^aii^, 

•<f01)Ol:brOBSt<^ .•• ;.^ .^ ■ ; : . . : i{^^y 
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Sapper, by Leonardo da Vinci, is situated 
in a negiected hall, formerly belonging" to 
a content of the Dominicans, It is now 
fast mouldering to decay ; and, in a few 
years, there will be no further remains left 
of one of the finest fresco paintings in the 
world. The colours are quite faded ; but 
what meekness do you remark in our Sa-^ 
viour ! what expression in the countenance 
of each apostle ! The dishes, the breads 
and the wine, are all admirably executed \ 
and the whole work is full of harmonyl 
Not only the rain, but the sacrilegious 
hands of the French soldiery, have con- 
tributed to the destruction of this ch^ 
d^cMore. They used to fire at it, and (ac« 
cording to the account of a modern author,) 
made the head of Christ their prindfrttl 
mark ! ^ I am unwilling to believe that 
liuman nature has arrived at such a stMft 
of depravity. i^^ 

The cburcb of St^ Ambrosio, or the Ba^ 
silica Ambrosiana, is the most ancient^at 
Milan. The wood- w(n*k of the stalls, and 
the mosaic over the principal altar, ai^bf 
great antiquity. Th^ altar, covered 44tfl 
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goldU^lvar, said pearls, is kept in a wdodeB 
case,, and only opened on particular oeca^ 
aiona. We heard that sevea differeat times 
did the invaders intend takii^ these trea^^ 
suj^esaway, whkh, however, by some good 
Bmnagement, were preserved. Underneath 
lies the body of St. Ambrosu,o. 

The church of St. Lorenzo is of singular 
wchiteature, and of an octagonal form. 
In front of this church are twelve antique 
Oorinthian pillars, which belonged to a 
iemplie dedicated to Hercules. They are 
Ui/a bad state of preservation, but give one 
W idea of tibe former splaidour .of/tbi^se 
Pagan edifices^ . 

.Jn front of the church of St. Gelso are 
twi^ statues oif Adam and £ve» by a Flo^ 
MWtine artist^ and executed ib a superior 
qpAnneiv The figure of Evcj especially is 
l^mly^ Md^ i|i my opinion, would better 
represent the goddess of beauty. The in^ 
t^fioiS' contains vmnj (^her &ne statics by 
iBod^martiita. 

hiilu.ll|^ church of St. Ale3:andro thfi 
(Q^l^ ajtar is cainjMwed.of the most costly; 
Iliii|e{i#l84 Ji|» Ulterior is ^qtir^ inlaid 
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tvifli tfa'Sef ^gfreatestvariety of {Hreciou^ stones^' 
#hicb, from their size and brilliancy, must 
be of immense value. This rich altar is: 
said to be the present of some peoitenlt, 
ibr crimes committed . If this be a fact; it 
should seem that he must have been at 
least a great sinner ! '* 

"- In the archdoke's palace, which* is 
ihaghffieently ftfrnished, the -ceiling of 6ii« 
of the rddnis is well painted by Abbiani. 
The tMrbjett is remarkable. It re^&dmtB 
^ip6kdn supported by ibur tictories, >«Mi 
each of the twenty- four hours bringiikg^SBl 
a crown. The ball-room in^thi^ psdiU^ is 
klso on the ^aiidest scale. '*^' ^ t ' 

^ The public hospital here ii»t)f gi^iiir^^ 
tent; contains upwards of 1000 pg^iistfii^ 
and IS considiered ttf be one ofibe^liiiesf^ 
fitirbpe. f he frlse on its fAf ade %' sA^r 
Imndsome. W6 also risited the <)bft^$f^ 
tory, tod irbm its summit bad a gbddii^^ 
of the strri*otrndilng country. i'- -'-Jic^V 
' In the manufactory bf mosaic affllllaji 
they were taking a copy of the^f&dli^ 
painting of the Lak^pper/by iJ^ffSOSb 
da Vinci, this^oft was ordeiirtl tij^ff tf^ 
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pcdew* It liaa. already ^aofioiyt^ ^y^ 
ymtB^ and it wiirnot be eoqapleted. ibr 
lirelye mouthy. - What a trial of pRtiience 
ja. required for such a laboriou9 Qqciipa-> 
jtiion! ,.. 

The tables, chiiUQi^-piaceSy aod prna^ 
BQients of various kinda heve for sale, are' 
mosl 8{rieiidid, and ivorked iu. prepipus, 
atones, as well at the richest , marbles* 
Their price, however, is eooriiKiiiif . . The 
ivianqfisu^toriies of mosaic at Boookeiao^ F}o«> 
iwsice are certainly nuch superipr to.that* 
#^ Milan*' 

^;; Tha J^whs^siBn library.hej^iwas fovwfjle4 
by the family of JBforromeo. I hi^ard that 
jlcontains nearly 60,0(X> volumes.and pia-^ 
^apfipts, J o^)served here .a p^hting^ of 
^^e^M^gdftlene, by (.eonardp da yiflci.> 
4S^e h^s a very pleasing ^mile ip her CQiut- 
jgnaoce, afld h« dark hair J^angp in ring- 
^^.fY^T hep- shoulder;. The fli^pht into 
f^pt, by Bassano, is.alao^j^celjlejat. 
ij^ji|»ioBgj^,]thfr,pwntii^s a]t the Aead^my 
^^^e^iFioe Arta, tl^ere Is.pne by AJbano; 
(^jfj^^^l^wkh^hisuw^lt^sj^ Acrpirdol 
J^^ fjE(&:dawciiig ?uroi|nd>j| tree, w^i>t 
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Qthwi,;8imtedon the branobes, ure plijiag! 
variaiift instruments. The Last Supper bjr 
Bliben^* How striking is the expre^sicm: 
of every countenance ! ! An immeipaiei 
painting, by Paul of Verona, representiiA^ 
a supfier given by Pope Gregory, in which 
our Saviour is introduced as one of tbfi 
pilgrims to ivhom the feast was giveii.. 
What presumi^tion 1 H^w impious is $ucb; 
$xi idea!!. One of the best works here is 
the Marriage of the Virgin, by Rubens.^ 
Joseph is putting the wedding ring mk 
Adary's. fing^i» sweet modesty is marked in 
lifiT eotwtepanqe ; aiad the colouring Mti^is 
paintiijig, is ,mpst. brilliant* Atioth^v wh-^ 
hx»iifid painting in this collectiQP' i» Q|)6 1)^ 
€iuido> the sulyect of which is the lut^vi^fv 
of St, Pet^ and , St. Paul . The , fermeitf ia 
seated, and the latter in the act of 9fmk- 
ingi his posatiou is very naturaL TJuve 
aiie, also numerous other emmcyit w<^rln» 
by Guida, Annibale Caraoci^ Guercinf^r da 
CfiQto» Vandyke, Titian, and other fiist. 
vate masters* This was tme oftbe h«is4 
colleetioiis ofjAintiogs] saw in Italy. ^ 
The Milanese women are not ^ aU re-i 
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mttkable far their beauty. AwoDgfrit^tiie 
uksaay whicb I saw at the pixnftettade, i 
could scarcely distinguish a single fine 
coaDtenance. The young ladies allow 
tbeir hair to hang in long curls over their 
necks ; and many wear powder, wbkfa ap- 
peared to me the most unbecoming fkshion 
tiMtt ever was invented for them. 

The two canals procee^ng^ froA the 
rivers Adda and Tesino, convey m«f- 
chandize aiid every kind of produce to^i 
Milan. 

We one day made an excursion to Menzar 
(a small town, eight miles distant,) which 
contains the famous iron crown. The 
hoop around it is believed by Catholics to 
be made of one of the nails with wbicb 
our Saviour was crucified ! ! Charlemagn<^ 
Napoleon, and other monarchs, have had 
this crown on their heads. Near Mon2a is 
a royal palace, where the viceroy, Prinee 
Eag^ne,^ redded. It is comfortably' ftir- 
jttinhed, but without any of that splendour 
wbidi we generally find in similar edi- 
ficesr, The grounds are partly iaill out if 
VAnglme. 
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mov^za; 



The dieeses made in the rich country 
which surrounds Milan, are considered to 
be of the finest flayour. 
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CHAPTER VII, 



We made an excursion from Milan to the 
IjUces of ComOf Lugano^ and Lugo Mag- 
giore, witnessing some of the most de- 
iig^tful scenery Tvbich Italy, or |ierhap» 
any other country, cao boast of, ^ 

Como is about 25 miles distant fironf 
:Milan, and the road to it runs over a largi; 
^lan. This town is delightfullj situated in 
acharming valley at one end of the Como 
c^^arian lake, which here forms an ex- 
tens^e^liasin of transparent water. -^Jt 
contains a Gothic cathedral built of marble. 
Como is bounded by two mountains^ 
whose sides are covered with the finetf 
verdure. In the recesses, almost hiddea 
from human view by the hanging woods, 
you see here and there cottages in JBoat 
^iviable situations. A. part of the;towi 
esttends round one end of the lake in the 
form of a crescent at the! water's edge^ and 
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^fi numerouB houses scattered in its eo- 
yirons are really charming. 

We took a walk in the cool of the even- 
ing to the top of the mountain, and had a 
beautiful prospect of the commencemeart 
of the lak^, on whose glassy surface the 
twittering swallow was skimming, whilst 
in the little woodlands tbroi^fa which we 
passed, our ears were saluted at everj 
moment with, the harmonious notes of tin 
p)aintii(e Phil/omel, and innumerable other 
choristers, 

*' Cantaa fhi t rami gli augdktti Taghi 
AsB^uiri e biaqc]u e verde e rossi ^ giiJU. 
Murmuranti ruscejUi, e cheti laghi 
Di limpidezza vincono i cristalli.*' 

The inn here, though small, stands yetyt 
pleftsantly near the water» and . ei^eiy 
admirer. of natum will,, I am sure,,^^f 
ityhumbleas it is, to a better hoiifte milm 
ttidst ^rtha tow% where ha would be 4iM 
priired of this beautifql p]:ospect« . >,v 
On the iiionrow ^rly,Ab^ wi^athetlifS^ 
fcnourable,. we hired an esculent hmjt^ 
aiid made.an. expul:sionQntbetlake Oft 
leaving C(mi%<we fowi4 the Q!i^«]|^tfH9«#llt 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLIiriAKIk. 189 

ehu, ash^ mulbmty, cheBnut, atid other 
treeS) the different tinges of trhich formed 
a pleasing Turiety at this interesting period 
of the year ; the b^inning of sumni«r« 
The numerous villas belonging to the 
gentry of Como, with gardens runningf up 
the rock, highly cultivated, together witti 
small villages, and occasionally a good 
«Eed town, added mtich to the beauty of 
the scenery. We first landed ^tPimknmi, 
celebrated for the intermittent fountain '46^ 
scribed by the two Plinys. 

It is impossible tp form an idea of ^ 
situation more adapted fot a mind fond of 
contemplation. A modem house has been 
built on the spot where the ancient one 
fownerly stood, the walls of which aw 
bathed by the waters of the lake. Th^ 
present villa is situated in the recesos of t 
mountain entirely covered wrA luxtirianf 
fi^fege, except where the rugged sumiiiif 
of a rock occasionally rises to add t6'thfr 
jMmahtic splendour of the proi^iect, oi^ a 
eiMRmde, whote noise, as it fells, produces 
A striking contrast to the general silence 
dfsev^eiy f bing around; The shady irsSkk 
nl^lemitifons of diis hduse a^ so agfe^- 
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i|))^^jtlial;lTOiild with pleasure lutKe speiil^, 
Uw whoh day m exploring thair various 
1ieaiitibe»^ aad.did not .leave, them without 
regret* You here observe a curious pbe^ 
ttpj^^fion of .^ture which Pliny (as yon: 
wilWemarkby the inscription) and awoe^ 
hjs ,tiiae, many other persons have ep*^ 
devoured to explain. . I rpfer to the iiir 
tennitteQt. spring which < ebbs and flowK 
like the sea. It issues from the mountaiii^ 
a^ empti^ itself into, a large basin wh^r% 
it g^eraUy .increases and decreases threg 
tiipes.eiifry<:.day. This phenomeo^n hsu 
tieeni I belit^e, generally supposed t^iAri^ 
fiqcwn tb^9fiwt windy but Pliny wto qni^^ 
t9in aboutlhe maaner in whiolii the«||H^ 
iTias product and. the solidity €f the^nligif 
jK>&eBis<m4y be altogether doubted ev^ 
^;the pr^fi^t day. Indeed all X Ji«v!$ 
wad^or. h|9|yrd upon the suliiieet s^^i^ 
igfiere opnj%ture& Thisisicfmside^^ t# 
be^the mast ehaipiing pact o£ the, Copif 
laice,aiid here> qn^a nioderateiff9il9iue«»a^ 
siurrounde^ by affew.8elec|&M^nds, 4 p<^||pp 
joaight live in fiei^(i^ hapinutc^^c ^^{^^ 
li|erb<isy .bumf o£an«»ii and lte..|aiij|»«l^ 
^^(II^ %l»i^ iENIIM^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



COM4I. iSt 



hiMlseyeral Tilled ne&r this-lake/^1 
here becomes broader^ and the^cenery fb¥ 
ia time changes^ You see bold momortefiiar^ 
icovered with show rising in fronts aid 
rich valleys on each side of 700. fooi**- 
.€f these valleys we were infomMid thew? 
were no less than ttventy •seven villagi^. 
This continual variety is most agreeaHfet^ 
Sdon after we passed by the little islanddf 
St. John the Baptist; about a mile in cfrr^ 
ctimfer^nce, on which nh^re rsoiity dttfr 
buildiilg, namely, a church dedicated to 
the patron from whom it takes ils^naMe/ 
About eighteen miles ft6lB^ Ccriiib ^ are 4 
number of villages, whose^ttiiitticms ^ai^ 
perhaps more lovely than those we hhd 
vvd^nessed beiwe. Some ^ stolid^* half way 
Up tfti^ mountain; o^ers are alntost loBfiii 
the woods; and others are ^toslfed cIdM! 
U»th6 wattt's side, foriAtti^ altogdflker 0tt« 
«f tli« fin^t Utidscapes in iifttui^. TtSk 
MiixitiM hky before Ihese' Tillag*es, is w^ 
tiehominated *^ the Bay of Venusi- -Iti 
^ii^^f{ is tra^parehfly dear and of iii^ 
K^ljse depths In a part of the mbutflttlik 
ilffr'C&e' le^bdnd, ai^dome triites idiitih thfe 
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footsteps ofihe people coming out of Noah^is 
Ark. What ttould they not believe ! 

We were' now half-way up the lake, and 
had a fine view of its extremity* It is 
thirty miles in length, six in breadth in its 
widest part, and a hundred feet in depth; 
We again disembarked at the village of 
Bellaggio, and took an agreeable walk up 
the mountain, from whence there is a fine 
prospect of another branch of the Comb 
lake, at the end of which stands the town 
of Lecco. Here the scenery again chan^es^ 
and nature appears in a much wilder garbV 
the mountains rise more abruptly, and a^e ' 
not so' richly cultivated as in other bar^s, ' 
where the olive-tree and vine are so IftifiLi* 
riant. ' You pads by a handsome paiace 
belonging io a Milanese nobleman, ana ' 
afterwards arrive at a villa, the grduhm ' 
of which are laid out with taste, and^iA^^^' 
whose shady avenues we found a pleasing 
retreat/ All these counti*y hoiises,**'Wcre^** 
they in the possession of inen 'ftJiiii oi ^. 
beauties of nature, knight fee 'yxm^e^^mt 
of the mbstddightfcil resideiice^'ii/Eui^^^^'^ 
Tlie neat village of Cadenabbii is 8^g&^ ""^ 
to Bellaggio, where we went o^ ^ -a palace 
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(the only one I have met with) which is com- 
fortably furpished. There are several good 
modern paintings here, amongstwhich I^r^*- 
marked one by Landij a Roman, repre- . 
senting *' the departure of Mars/* You see^ 
Venus (whose lovely figure is in a most vp-^ 
luptuous attitude) leaning ^on his shoulder ;^ 
she is entreating him with tenderness not 
to leave her, whilst the three Graces are 
taking off his helmet and other accoutre-* 
ments: these females are very interesting, 
arid the , countenance of Mars has move 
the, €xpre;ssion of love than war.^ ,^^^. 
proprietor of the palace received us with, 
great politeness, and allowed uS:to wal^ ^ 
througji his different apartnjentsi. ,, 
, Thp next town is Menagpo^ where }v^ 
hajited for the night. The^ country in tliu9 
neighbourhood is not so well cultiyatecl,, 
and m^ny parts qf the moiin^ins are ^^-^ 
^^reUj^^ fifldai hin||: 

a^f in such pleasing retirement 9^ Jhis, but 
wlieii jie jhappiens to bj^, so fortunate, his 
. mind naturally feels inclined for contem- 
phtjon. Jin the cool of th^ evening I took 
•Q j^i^^^^^^^ wftt^r's edge, , 

voj^. if. , .0 
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and admited exceedingly the bold ritfgtrdT 
mountains at the extremity of the lake, 
rising in a fantastical manner, and corek'ed 
with snow. This reminds ns of cold 
winter, but you have only to turn yotir 
eyes to the right or left, and the beauties 
of summer agam present themselves-. 
' Next morning, about eight o'clock, 'Ifre 
crossed to the opposite side, and lltnded tk 
the village of Belhnoj where we saw a fihfe 
chasm in ihe rock, through which a large 
body of water from the river Pioterna M% 
with a thundering noise, into ^n imtaenie 
basin ; over this abyss they have thrown a 
tottering bridge, which is chiefly suppcttMd 
by two small chains fastened to the moun- 
tain above. A nervous person will' hesi- 
tate before he crosses it, as the slender 
planks, anci, indeed, the whole fiib>Ac 
trembles beneath him. This sitagtflftr 
bridge seems to be hanging to' iht^tdHk. 
Thegratid and globnky aspecfi^ of 'tf^ture 
here appear in their strOngtet ti<llti<irif%, 
and the fece of every thing arouf^ i!s»4^f- 
rific. If one of the rotten beanilr g#^ 
way, yoti arfe iisrevitably bulled m^lSfts^fll^- 
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^idn/ A ptarty of Eoij^Ufh Ifuliea landed 

Just as we were takjpg our departure, but 

I doubt if any of those fair travellers qould 

liave summoned sufficient resolution to 

eTeutufe across the bridge over the OrridOf 

^vhich is the name given by the peasantry 

ia this darl^ abyss. We now again em- 

.harked. As we rowed along near the 

land, the scenery which presented its(?lf 

.was more romantip than that of ajay othf^ 

.part of the lake. Majestic nature h^re 

<«hews herself, upaided by the ^and of ^rt« 

It was a relief, for a moment, not to see 

: tbe habitations of man. On our prji^ceed- 

Angi the sides of the mountjiin wejr^ npw 

iOovered with the uniforfp velvet turf of 

-verdure^ and the bojd rocks of black mw- 

. hki occftfiionaWy peep^ug througJv the ?pp- 

tifiiiMed wffodlan^s which feathered the h^l- 

,km iraviiWP* greatly increased this sjublinae 

.;^jmnd#jir,. , 

yMr,.(Joi|ntry, bouses were prettily scattered 
i^W^Wfttber direction; and every now and 
.'fthoi^ (bft atfieple of a. retired village Appear- 
h¥te ^^y^ thp tr^es, C9mple)^ the cb^rw- 
ii«g ^W> ^^^ One might spend a iponth 
^ a^iteabiy in visiting these diifejept vil- 

o2* 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 tfOMO. 

lages, and in walking through the delight-^ 
for woodsr, which are skirted by fertile 
vineyards. 

* We now went to the village of Capuanct. 
'Near it is a cascade, of immenie height, 
called "^ Fiume LattCy' from the colour of 
its water exactly resemblmg m'llk^ To 
complete a scenery for a Salvator Rosa, on 
the submit of a craggy rock near this 
place, we. saw, enclosed in an iron cage, 
the skulls of four robbers, who committed 
depr^datipxis^ ia this country many years 

We^ had lidw explored the whole of the 
lake of Como, which is by far the finiest ih 
Loipbardy. Even the most id If; observer 
must be enchanted with the variety of the 
^sc^ery op. its borders, the hanging woods, 
the fireqqent cascades, the innumerable 
country houses and villages, which w^jBnd 
scattered qu every side in most delii ' ^ 



situations ; all these, and many otHey pb- 
jeqts, naturally crowd upon the n^iii(]^am} 
call forth its admiration^ as you pass over 
the clear surface of the water. The sliorto 
are broken by a succession of bays, wlach 
"interrupt tl^ regular expanse oftneiake. 
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10 the bosom of wtiich the trees and. woods 
are seen reflected through the pellucid ele* 
Qient* A various assemblage of foliage 
$nd broken rocks that throw their shades 
into tlie polished mirror, present a scene of 
uncommon effect, and local chaVms* It is 
difficult for the amateur of the beauties of 
the country to find any one objection to 
these romantic points of view, although 
greater breadth is required to give the Co- 
mo lake the grand effect of that of Geneva : 
and again, the eye of the lover of the true 
picturesque might sometimes be offended 
by the multiplicity of towns and villas, si- 
tuated on its borders. Near this lake the 
wesent rrincess of Wales has lately re- 
sided for a considerable time. 

It was about mid-day, when wri again 
reached Menaggio, from whence we prd** 
ceeded on mules to the small town of Por* 
y^^^a, situated at one extremity of the lake 
oi Lu^ajio. I would recommend .aill young 
and robust travellers to make thi^ excur^ 
sion ori foot, as they will have a doiost r4>- 
^lUi^ntic ws^lk over the mountains, and meet 
9l evkrj step with different objects, ever 
pleasing^ ever grateful to the aidmir^r af 
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nature. The distance i^ only six miles, 
attd no part of the road is deficient in 
beauty. In the declivity of a hill, that is 
darkly shaded by rocks on one side, and 
by massy foliage on the other; is drilled 
the bed of some torrent, whose waters are 
ob^rved to tumble in successive falk, and 
nishing through the boi*dering ornaments 
of underwood and shrubs, are sometimed 
seen, and sometimes lost. Through the 
dark foliage which shades these lanes, the 
traveller gains now and then a peep at the 
icenery below and around him, where hi$ 
eye is lost in the multiplicity of images^ in 
the splendour of the objects, and in tlie in^ 
terminable stretch of distance which insenr 
Bibly recedes from the view, and is at last 
undistinguished in. the horizon. On ar- 
riving at the summit of one of the hills^ 
you get a delightful bird's-eye view oif se- 
veral small lakes, as also of that of Lugano 
Oa the left you will observe some ipann«' 
factories of iron ; which metal js found 
in the neighbouring mountains. " , 

After taking some refreshment at a mi- 
serable inn at Porlezza^ we embariced on 
the lake of Lugano, whicb 4s upwards Qf 
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twenty miles in length, and in soaie parts^ 
9ix in breadth. The scenery of this lake 
ia iiot, however, so striking as that of 
Como. You do not observe th?^t continual 
variety. Nature has been here more left 
p herself. There is very little cultivation 
5m its borders, except in the immediate en- 
virons of the villages, which are not so 
numerous, and which, in general, stand 
pefif the water's edge. Neither are there 
ixu^ny country-houses, but now and then 
ypili meet with one, retired and beautifuL 
The woods extend from the base to the 
summits of the mountains, forming a car* 
pet of verdure, which is wildly romantic, 
although there is a sameness about it, fc^ 
this scene continues nearly the ^hole 
lengt^^ of the lake, from Porkzza to Porto^ 
JDuij^ing our voyage, I observed many a 
charming object for the pencil ; but the 
occasic^al appearance of rich corn-fields, 
^nd well cultivated vineyards, would ren- 
der the landscape more gcalijfying to the 
eye of the traveller, as he saite along in his 
little boat below. On one side of the lake 
sts^nds the town of Lugano, of niore consir 
4^able size than any other in ' this neighs 
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bourbood. Behind Lugano is a fine tidge 

of the Alps, which rise very boldly, and are 

80on lost in the clouds. A part of thia 

lake, and, the country which borders on it, 

belong to Switzerland. The villages about 

the Italian lakes are pretty objects at ,a 

4istance, but, on your approach, you wilt 

finjd the houses, as well as the inhabitants^ 

miserably poor. The latter are very b\x^ 

|ect to the goitre, which prevails iso niu0b 

in the.Valiais, All these lakes are oc* 

casionally visited by storms. You soqi^-^ 

tim^s see little iron crosses amo^^^st the 

rQcks on their bprders, erected to the me^ 

mojy of ^ome unhappy fishermen, mkQ 

have met .with, watery graves. , . .. v v^* 

We now landed at the vill^^ of J\[tKtf^ 

and haying borrowed th^ cabrioleib .|^n# 

horse, belonging to the parish priest, wi^ 

this humble establishment ^xww^ed ^^ 

to the town of r<fl5r^f<?, seven unices F^ist^il^ 

which we did not reach till lat|E; inr.l^e 

evening, jHere we found pur ^airri^ge 

which we had sent fr5>m Como,. by la,|i4^ 

The next morning we went on fpot tq t^ 

top of a Ipft^ mpunitain about fp^r^iles 

from Varese, where there is a, chprch ,de>- 
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diciited to the Virgin Mary, or Sta. Maria 
del Monte. This building is not remark^ 
able, but the fifteen chapels which occupy 
each side of the road leading to it, are very 
deserving of attention. ' Their architecture 
is heat, and in their interior are a number 
of* figures of painted stucco, ' represent- 
ing the mysteries of the life of our Sa- 
▼iocir. These figures, which are larger* 
tha^'life, were execu<5ed by the fiirst artists 
of the sixteenth And seventeenth centuries. 
Tile d^'apfery of all of them is good, and 
tlii ^xpif'ession in niany of the countenanceiBi 
irety striking. Most pe^bns (but espe- 
dhSAy the devout catholics) make a point 
en passant qf visiting these chajiels, which 
r^sltty may be considered tais curiosities* 
Itfdejiehdehtly of these objects^ you are 
lillly rejiaid for your iktiguirig walk, by 
the 'grandeur of the view from the summit 
^f the mountain. You see from the same 
'it^t'the Lago Maggiore^ about twenty 
ttiles distant, as well as the Liake of Va<« 
i^e, strid three or four other minor lakes 
Ifi' aiffetent parts of the valley, where 
^khdsf'dll the beauties of nature seem to 
MVe Assembled. We traced some of the 
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streams around us sweapi|ig the rocks^s 
niwl formiag to themsqlves obscure oh^*^ 
mh through arches and caverns; sonk^ 
lire ol^erved to divide contiguous iqouq^ 
tains, and others to. steal gently through, 
tjiff plains below to the lakes, distributing 
Tfg^tation and plenty in every direction* , 
. The little village of JSta. Maria del Afonfe 
iippeaTB (Separated from all the rest of 
th^ world, and contaii^s only 200 inh^ 
I4tftnt$* U, happepL^d to be a holiday^ 
to4 I had ^n opportunity of seeing thp 
whole, population. The wpmen, as I hav^ 
b^foi!e remarked, have very dark co^ 
ple^^jfons, and plain features. They bavij 
hare 'a Kke^t manner of fastening up thei^ 
Imff, Ijjjie Ini^im queens, with a pninb<|f 
of Mlver pin^i \n the ^ftpe of a qres<;e^t^ 
through the q^ntre of which p^jssj^s a yerj 
i^gp one, tbf whole forming a p^^tty Wf 
fk^fa^ut, I also phs^rved they, wore tbi^ 
^j^o^, or w:opd^n shqe^, fo conjn^on^^ 
the »Qiith pf Fr^^^ce. , ^: . ..• -. , i 
. FftuptQw iftilfs JErom th^ J[]|aae ftf j tl^is 
movntajin stftpda Ijbe fine yillagf pf ^^3[;^fe 
ffom wMwp. w^,^mhi?'r]^d o^ t|i§ JC((\gfi 
Mmihr^t^ wb|Q|i .is f^bout tfeirtyrfiv^ flWJ^ 
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distant from Milan. I need scarcely in- 
form my readers that this lake 4s of more" 
eonsiderable size than tho^e of Como or 
Lugano, as it receives its name from this 
drcumstance. It is very superior to the 
rest in some respects, namely, in the 
noble expanse of water, and the different 
islands it contains, although in richness of 
scenery it must yield to the lake of Como*: 
We first visited the Isota Madre, (motbeif 
island) which is very small, containing the 
miserable remains of a palace, and being 
entirely covered by a wood of rare exotics; 
The only objects to induce the traveller to 
land, are the quantities of birds from di& 
ferent parte of the world, which are to be 
seen running about the woods, some in tt 
wild, others in a domestic state. Thepliea« 
sante are particularly beautiful* 

From hence we rowed to the Isola belia^ 
\^\T island) about a mile from the fermen 
Thi^ island 200 years ago consisted of no* 
thing more than a solid mass of rock, when 
thePHnce of Borromeo formed thesingUlur 
project of blowing up the rock^ and ^rectv 
tng % istrperb palace. He, being very iteb^ 
%a)^enabl4dd to |Mtft this laborious tadt into 
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execution ; this palace, after an enormous^ 
sum of money had been expended, unfor-i> 
tunately was never entirely finished, and i» 
therefore a disagreeable object as you ap-r 
proach it. In its spacious galleries are a 
Bumber of paintings of little merit. All the 
rooms on the ground floor, of rustic archi*^ 
lecture, resemble as many grottos. They 
ase of stone work, of many diflerent colours, 
forming a species of mosaic, and always 
kept delightfully cooL This must be a 
most enviable reti'eat during the he9(t of 
summer. But the garden here, which 
covers the island, is a great curiosity, and 
unique of it^ ki9d ; it forms a circle with 
no less, than ten separate banks, or stories, 
winding, roujid in the shape of a cork- 
screw, at which you arrive by means pf 
small flights of steps. The whole is at 
least fifty feet in height. Here, there are 
a number of lime and orange trees)^ planted 
in terrasses, which they are obliged to^ co- 
yer with mats during the winter, on ftccount 
of the cold winds coming from the neisti- 
bouring Alps. The bay-tree in paijticltil^r 
a^ems to ^puris^,. there being 9^e War|y 
100 feet in height, and two yards at. least 
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m cil^cumfdrehce. I nerer before saw ih\9 
tree grow to such* a size, aiid in so much 
laxuriaiice. This garden is disfigured'; 
or (according to the taste of the countr^) 
ornamented, by various groups of statues^ 
and the whole laid but in a most f€>rmal 
style. Bui the eye of a person of any 
taste, after merely taking a glance at tliis 
^traordinary work of art, will soon cbh- 
template from thence a fine view of the 
AIps^, and also wander with satisfaction to 
the shore immediately opposite, and dwell 
on the borders of the lake, beautifully co* 
.vered with a hanging wood^ and ffertile 
vineyards. V 

The Isola Belky and the Xsola Madrif, 
situated at the extremity of a gulf wblA 
the lake forms, belong to the family of 
JBorromeo, and are therefore callied " L0 
Isok Borromee^^* the Borromean Isle&. 

A modern traveller of eminence, speak*- 
iiig of* the uncommon depth of this lake, 
says, that 'on ** skimining in a !Iigfht boat 
Qver ih'e surface of such a tretnendo'iSs 
abyss, even the travellier who : has been 
*|ossed in the Bay of Biscay, oV lifted on 
Mfie'sweff of the ofcean; may hfere' ^e the 
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upproaehiBg shore with some degree of 
oomplacency/' I could not help smiling 
at f3 ridiculous an idea coming from so 
kble a pen. In fact, we find the best of 
our writers occasionally forgetting the«(T 
selves, nay, we all know, that even old 
ilomer himself used to be caught napping. 
Whilst we deal in hyperboles, we may as 
wtetl compare a basin of water with the 
'Atlantic ocean. 

' You will also remark two other Bmall 
Islands here, inhabited solely by poor fiebek*- 
men, to whom the produee of these Ifthcs. 
furnish at all neasons abundant empky. 
The smaller of the two is calliMi ** /m&i 
'dei Pescatori^** the island of fisbenmen. 
The country around the Lago Maggior^ 
is pretty, aiwl well cultivated, the prospect 
always agreeable, but never approaching 
to sublimity. You see few villas, but the 
towns are quite sufficient to vary the scene, 
Near Arena, a smkll town five miles tdi%ie 
west of ihe lake, which gave birth t0'4St* 
'Carlo Borromeo, is an enormous s^tatnfi^in 
'topper of St. Carlo, situated* on^thfe^iiAe 
*bf the mountdn, and remarkahie alMlM^ 
one<xf the largest in existence. Its pedertal 
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16 forty if^^t high, a^ <tie Maitue ttt>wants 
0f islxty , wiih a be^ of <3olod$al siEe. This 
btatue, iW^m its sitantiQn and iHiiD^ise pt^ 
portions, Id plainly perceiiF^ at aconsMka*^ 
^e*digtttnce. * 

We now landed at the village of £a^ 
t^ennoy wh^re the inn is a humble one, for 
which, howevfer, we were •compensated 1^ 
4he tivility of the landlord and his wife. 
The day had been most delightful, and in 
the evenings I strolled along; by the side trf 
tht lake* Thetsun had not yets^lt, «od its 
beams refiecting* on the tranquil waters, 
gavje the whole the appearance pf . one 
imteense mirror whose surface .was not 
trouMed ; by a single ripple ; \ 

' ! ■ . .... f'l'^ 

. •' Mildly. and soft the Tvestern breeze 
Just kiss*d the lake^ just stirr*d ihe trees^ ' 
And the pleased lake^ like maiden coy^ 
Trttobled, but dimpled not foi' joy/' 
'>ji-. , ' . . .1 

>i'{'ha seiveral islands,.. which at a distaooe 

ttore most striJking objects, the steeples,^ 

.tjthet.T^iUage. churches, surrounded with ^ 

nAiagetS land qgaiut^he bQklBe6s«(f the maun*- 

o^l^doftis jWeuery in 'the btck .g^quiid, all 
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these and many other things combined; 
formed a more charming picture than I 
can possibly convey any idea of. The 
pleasing silence around was only inter* 
rupted by the harmonious song of the 
nightingale, , continuing without ceasing* 
(for thesq birds ^re very numerous here) 
during the whole of my walk, with. wliip]i^ 
solitary excursion I was more delight^d^ 
than I recollect having been with apy 
other, since I quitted my native countryy . 

** Levan di terra cd ciel nostr' intelletto : :- • ~ 
£'I rosignuol cfae dolp^mente a. roo^brii 
Tutti le notte si laniente e piagne." . ^ , 

Petbar^ha. 

In such a spot, so peculiarly ads^ed &r 
the day dreams of fancy, imagination may 
take its flight, reflecting in prismatic co* 
lours of beauty every surrounding object. 
The mild and delicious temperature of the 
climate, the clear sky, and the enchanting , 
0eenei7, combine to. /&ee the mind ftbrn, 
all the dark and viblent ^ssions . whrch 
agitate the world ; theyilead to the md#« . 
^psQce of • the most pleal&ing reveries. ; Ipt 
such a UMptent^hohourSy^richtes, andiei^ 
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the ambition of life, fade before us, and 
the contemplative wanderer may at last 
say " here shall be my residence, here will 
I pass the remainder of my days." Such 
romantic delusions of enthusiasm for a 
moment took possession of my mind, dur- 
mg toy walk on the borders of this lake { 
yet soon I found my heart inclining (like 
ldie!Beedle to the north, from its natural 
teiideiicy) to those scenes of domestic en- 
dearments, of filial afiection, of friendship, 
of religion, and abore all, of society, such 
as we relish and approve, and to the many 
indescribable comforts, which in foreign 
countries are always wanting, and which 
sooner or later never fail to be experienced 
at a distance from one's native home ! / 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Wb found ourselves- approa€hing Switzerw 
land; from the language of the peasaiiify. 
in this neighbourhood, whieh i» sHcfa tf 
strange mixture of French and ItatkiDy 
it is difficult for a person well acquMntedt 
wUb both those langus^s to understand 
tbem« 

We now sat off on our journey. across 

the Sifflplonr^ On ascending thkshnloun* 

tain^ I found myself, as* if by an invokm« 

tary impulse^ continually turning round, 

and viewing, in deep meditation, the eiL^ 

tensive and luxuriant prospect of Italy, 

wJiich perhaps I wa» now contemplating 

for the last time, and which, from its 

distance, was fast fading to the ' sight* 

On one side of this garden of nature, is 

an extensive view of those richr plaiiis of 

flie Milanese we had now quitted ron^ the 

other side presents itself the grand and 

sublime scenery of the Apennine nmun- 
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.tains, placed in terrific magnificence, as 
the ' boundary of fertile Italy, fi-om the 
rest of Europe. I could not, without emo- 
tion, cast a parting look at a country which 
had for so long a time continually excited 
in my mind a succession of the most lively 
^sendations of gratification, satisfaction, and 
iflftpTovem€fnt ; a country, once the re- 
sid^ice of men of the highest celebrity that 
ever ennobled human nature, and whose 
memory will continue to do it honour tb 
thi^ end of time ; poets, sages, philoso- 
phers, orators, and heroes ! and still the 
depository of the renerable remain^ of 
p^^ection in the arts^ the fruits of <hie 
'peinod iti which those illastriotis men livedi 
and which will never cease to be the ad- 
miration of the world. 
• i could not proceed on the slow and re- 
luctant ascent of the Simploh mountain, 
wi^iout being strongly impressed- With a 
«pecies of sorrow and melancholy which 
it is difficult to eradicate. These gloomy 
ToAeGtions happily did not lastloirg; my 
'tompanion, who was walking by my side, 
Imd »d'«ueft trais of thoughts passing in 
iris mind; be was as un^onseious- of the 

p2 
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impressions I felt, as iever Sancho was, 
during the veyeries of Don Quixote. The 
air was keen and exhilarating ; and our 
long silence was broken by his abruptly 
saying, '^ I shall certaitily make a famous 
supper this eTening/' I suddenly looked 
round, and discovered the most enviable 
apathy and vacancy from care in his coun- 
tenanCe ; and, whether it proceeded from 
this whimsical contrast to the emotions 
which had been passing in my mind, or 
the tone of gravity with which he made 
this laconic remark, I know not, but I in* 
stantly burst into a loud laugh. My friend 
was startled at the sudden excitement of 
my risible faculties, (which was probably 
so at variance with the apparent gloem of 
my countenance,) and heartily joined in ^ 
same emotion. I felt more grateful than 
he was aware, for his having thus relieved 
me from my train of pensive ideas ; and 
we jogged on merrily, until we arrived at 
the village of Simplon, the point of "iltti%c- 
tion for my friend^s long expected sop^r. 
My companioA^s facetious cbunteniSibe 
must not, however, allow Jne td take 
leave of Italy, without a. few remarks m 
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the inhabitants, society, and manners, of 
a countiy I have felt such interest in de- 
scribing. 

I will begin with a circumstance of 
some importance to all who may realize 
the desire of visiting this country, namely, 
the accommodation and comforts which 
may be expected at the inns. On this 
point no description of people are less 
likely to give a Caivourable repprt tjian 
Englishmen, respecting a part of the world 
where good accommodation, and the 
luxuries of cleanliness and comfort, are to 
be looked for in vain ; on another point, 
however, none. but Englishmen have so 
much right to complain. ' I refer to the 
general practice of innkeepers and trades- 
men, of charging them four times the sum 
for their entertainment, that they would 
ever pretend to charge to their own coun<* 
trymen, or to any other nation. This 
^ult may r^st with us, from our national 
carelessness of expense in travellin^^ but 
thf», flagrant want of honesty rests with 
tli^fn ; and it surely is most unpleasant to 
b$ -among people, who all mean from the 
first .foment to cheat you, and with whom 
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ii; becomes indispensable, that you or your 
servant should make a previous bargain , 
or be exposed to a constant contention, for 
being allowed even the privilegje of paying* 
only double their charges to all other tra-^ 
yellers. 

With respect to the higher orders of so^ 
ciety in Italy, consisting of the princes and 
nobility, though I was not particularly in^- 
1;imate with many of them, yet one cir-* 
eumstance appeared obvious, namely, that 
during the recent convulsions in Italy^ 
wherein they have so often changed mas-^ 
jters, and every succeeding one has squeezed 
them to the very core, by contributions^ 
fines, and plunder, they are generally 
become miserably poor; which effect is 
aided by the overbearing despotism of 
the church and government. Under such 
impressions, it is* not surpriskig t|^at 
the human joiind should sink intcit ^ 
torpid state, and become indifferent tp 
political and public events, which sti- 
mulate the higher orders in other couiis* 
tries. They appear to fefBl no ^aclin^icHti 
to iobtain eminence wherein they have no 
^pfluence: education remains neglected i 
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and their pursuits &6em to be limited to a 
9Ucces»ioD of intrigues, visits of ceremony^ 
mu8J0, and more frivolous pursuits ; ad also 
to the usual observance of the forms of re- 
ligion, proceeding more from a policy to 
keep ivell with the church, than from any 
principle or practice of morality. 

The middle classes of society in the 
Milanese, and the states of Tuscany 
and Venice, possess a degree of activity 
and industry, from which, under other 
governments, would result that inde- 
peodence and comfort we so justly boast 
of in our country. In the Roman and 
Neapolitan possessions, their habits of dis- 
sqMt^n and d^ravity are close imitations 
of those of the higher orders. Literature^ 
and cultivation of the mind, appear totally 
neglected ; if they can fill up the day by a 
nnttine of insipid vrsite, music, theatres, 
and cof£ee4iouses, they appear perfectly 
contented • In the large towns, the Italians 
may be said to live in constant idleness, 
and to pass as little of itheir time in their 
Qwu houses, as do th^ir late masters the 
Ffeoeh« 

I. must here take occasion to observe, I 
can with difficulty Reconcile to my ideas, 
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the maimer in vhiditbe highly qe3jp«ctaUe 
author of '< A Classical Tour tbrougli 
Italy'' has glossed over the frequent <ac- 
curreuce of murderst or what are called 
assassinations, (which, have so lo^gbeeyn 
the opprobrium of this country,) by pal- 
liating these acts of cruel ferocity, as- being; 
exempt from deliberate reveng)e,.or a 
sanguinary spirit, and as proceediug.o^ly 
from a momentary fiery passionate . tem- 
per; which, like their climate,. is. sub^t 
to be Qccasiopally agitated by violf^^, 
though transient storms! This lauthiwr'a 
decided partiality ia favour of ther Itabans, 
whether arising fromsimilarity of reliftion, 
or any other cause, is viable in «^l«|€||g»t 
pvery page, exaggeratii^ their> midtues, 
and apologi^ng for their vices.. . 1 .dg.pat 
mean, however, to detract from his jii^mini^at 
general merit as a writer of travels ; Jfi^* 
deed, every reader must haite4 arisen /(^p 
the perusal of. his work, both amusf^d.*^ 
well as edified* But,, alas! how c^rtaiiii 
it is that no human mind was ever ir^e 
from the bias of partiality or pf^judiqe. 
I should be more disposed to fidapt tJie 
opinion, that, if ia Rome .aad. ^^les, 
where the bravoes prevail, there were 
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no *• i^emng'-hbuses/* nataicly, churches, 
wltieh are stated to shelter them from die 
vengediice of the law ; and if, also, the de- 
legMes frotn the Vatican had not the pre-^ 
tinmptkin to assume a power of giving ab- 
solution for a criine denounced by God 
and man, we should have no longer occa- 
sion to palliate these atrocitiies by dwelling 
on Che furious passions of the inhabitants, 
or on the ti*ansient storms of the climate; 
mfurder would then be no more the re- 
proach of Italy than of the other parts of 
the civilized world. 

'* With respect to the common people, who, 
in till countries, form the inass of society, 
it is difficult to make general observations 
on* inhabitants living, as we may say, on 
Sttch'dffierent soils and climates, and under 
such distinct governments as are found in 
Italy. The south of this country, in tte 
direction of Rome, Naples, 'Calabria, &c. 
produces a more ignorant and depraved 
lowei* class of society than I have observed 
in any 6ther part of Europe. All large 
cities', ih every country, contain enough of 
tite worst portion of the population ; but 
Naples and Venice appeared to me to hold 
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a larger proportion of this descriplioo than 
I have remarked. in any other cities of 
equal extent. The cause cannot but rest 
with the governments unda- which they 
live. Nature has here produced, geiieraUy 
speaking, a fine athletic race of pec^e ; 
but with minds uncultivated by any edu-; 
caticm, and debased by ignorance, bigotry, 
and oppression. Idleness and vice com-* 
monly prevail ; for where there is no sti- 
mulus held out to remedy the former, the 
latter becomes the natural consequence in 
mixed societies. Were there energy and 
vurtue in the government, aiul the k>wer 
orders protected from the tyranny of tbdr 
superiors, industry and prosperity would 
flourish in such a country, wherein nature 
is ever bountiful : whereas it would appear 
to be the policy of despotic govemmei:^ 
to degrade their subjects by keeping them 
in poverty and ignorance, and by sufferings 
bcmditti, robbers, and murderers, to roam 
at large, rather than risk the security of 
their power. 

The peasantry of Italy, either in pros- 
perous- or adverse seasons, must always be 
poor and wretched. The proprietors c^the 
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estates^ bedng too lazy and ignorant to di« 
reet the management of their pogsessions, 
depute overseers, or contractors, as igno* 
rant of agriculture as themselves, who sel- 
dom reside in the country, but form* a kind 
of partnership with the farmers, in every 
Ihing but labour,, reserving to themselves^ 
as part of the rent, perhaps nine->tenths of 
the profit, on the produce ; so that the cul<- 
tivators of the land neither possess capital 
to make improvements in agriculture, nor 
the chance of ever obtaining competency 
or independence. A common labourer 
with us is paid for his work, be the form 
productive or not; but here the farmer 
starves, if he does not work early and late 
to produce a plentiful crop ; and after all, 
we see his family in poverty and rags. In 
the north of Italy, namely, in the Tuscan, 
Venetian, and Milanese states, cultivation 
diud commerce are carried to a much 
greater perfection : industry and activity 
prevail in the towns, and every part of the 
country is in the highest stale of agricul- 
ture : we, however, eyen here, seldom see 
an opulent farmer ; probably the same 
systcim, to a certain degree, prei^ils in di- 
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iridingthe profits, as in the Papal and Nea- 
politan territories, or some local duties arise 
on produce, which always tend to keep the 
people poor. The luxuries of the table 
are not carried to that extent as to become 
charged among the vices of the modern 
Italians. Macaroni is in the daily bill of 
fore of most Italians, as the olla podrida is 
in Spain • Drunkenness is seldom or never 
seen, but held, by all ordei*s of society, in 
the highest degree disgraceful. The Italian 
character possesses more of mildness and 
gaiety, than of the frivolous vanity and vo- 
latile disposition of a neighbouring nation; 
they are fond of the imposing pageantry 
of processions, operas, theatres, and every 
description of public exhibition ; but above 
all, from the prince to the pauper, music 
is their favourite amusement, and all 
classes, from even infancy, acquire a sur- 
prising proficiency and taste in this en^ 
chanting science. 

We now. proceeded on our journey 
across the Simplon. Lofty pines and deep 
shades, with which this road abouuds, 
are in themselves pleasing objects; j^liilst 
snow-capt noipttntains, rocl^ 9ie^i<^» 
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hollow glens, and caveras, waken, ia 
the traveller's mind, ideas of sublimity 
or danger. The ascent from Bavenno to 
Damo dOssola (a good sized town) is grar 
dual ; hut the road became steeper before 
we arrived at the village ot Simpton, si^ 
tuated on the summit of a rock, and the 
only one you find, for a considerable dis- 
tance, where any refreshment is to be met 
with. It consists of about twenty houses^ 
all of which are very miseraUe. The inn, 
however, is the best of them, and it af- 
forded us tolerable fare : here we halted 
for the night. The bed-room they g^re 
me was dark and gloomy ; but I could hbt 
find fault with it when the landlord in- 
formed me, that no less a personage than 
the Princess of Wales had slept in the 
same not long before. 

What a dull retreat is this village ! For 

eight months in the year it is encompassed 

on every side by a deep snow, when the 

*6yes of its inhabitants are scarcely ever 

enlivened by seeing a single traveller. 

We, started the ne!&t morning at five 
o'lelpdc, and soon reached tiie highest 
|>art qI the mountain. H^e the pmv^ 
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was from fifteen to twenty feet above 
the original surface of the road; and 
after taking off the wheels of our car- 
riage, we passed over this immense bed 
on a sledge, drawn by four horses. This, 
indeed, was a nervous undertaking, theffe 
being no railing whatever, and a hon'iblfe 
precipice within a foot of our road. One 
false step might have launched us into 
eternity '! We continued on the sledge^ with 
this prospect on one side of us, for* the 
space of an hour and half, during the 
whole of which time our situation was Bot 
very enviable. The road is sometime 
pierced through the solid rock for a gm^ 
siderable distance, forming galleries, which 
strike the passing traveller with wonder, 
at the lafbour as well as expense wMdh 
have been employed for so grand an 
undertaking. I remarked, in particular, 
one subterraneous passage bored througii 
the rock, which was now almost chokM 
up with snow. A person cafr sdatrtJCfly* 
traverse it without shuddering:*- 'The 
scenery in these Alpine regionfe is rit^teAv 
terrific than pleasifig. The moOl^^ftihf 
of the mountains are lost in V^jpodr, ex- 
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oept, OGcaaioBally, where the summit of 
oneof tkem, covered with an eternal maw^ 
appears between the dondd. The sides 
of the lower ones are finely clothed with 
pine->treeB, which produce a grand effect, 
aiid form a peculiar contrast to the barren 
state of the surrounding scene. Over 
the gigantic fragments which border the 
toad, there sometimes tumbles down a full 
cascade^ the thunder of which seems to 
•hake the very mountain: the weight of 
waters forms a gulf below, and, retreat- 
ing downwards, or ascending into spray, 
appears to be in continual tumult, rage, 
and motion. Over many parts of the 
torrents, which are occasioned by the 
waste of snows above, are observed ixn* 
mense and fallen trees, upon which the 
safe-^footed chamois is seen to frolic, nor 
dread the giddy chasm that yawns beneath* 
Sometimes these nimble little animals 
browse in the valleys, or bound from rock 
to rook, sind hang, in giddy pendance, upon 
the edge of a precipice, as if they took den 
light in looking down upon the awful 
glodms below. 

Tl||s rMd, throHgh a part of the .Alps' 
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jaey«ritefi>re trocUteo by Jtlieli|e|>r;^f^«Mi9^ 
piwcjpg 1ih^ hwrdeM; rock^ i^^ 4»«iiBaatig 
jmniente.valk^s and mc^wtoiu torrente, 
liirm,e:s;i^eiited by tbe geniuik of Niip^ljog^, 
j«t.th«j«xpeofe of tha Italian goveramMJI. 
JX i9.,a wqrk. which alpoe would MrTQ.lo 
UQ^orta}izis his niOtte. Possibly ftiejottpfi- 
Utical j^(ipy« I ^mj^orry to say, it is.pNT-- 
.mitjted.to fall to decay. A pessQii is iMNir 
jTi^^^Uy ^ri|i<rd.at ^ precipice^ where 4be 
railings hare haen carri^ away, by /the 
||!f^i|^|ldou9n OipokW:he$^ wbi^h, JKttHPir 
iJUu^ni^^nmun^MD, sometimes. i(eftr:ii|^ 
hy. thf^ i^ta^bple fow« of itrefs,.i$»the 
same moment ; and the deep 9PQV4 fth^<i^ 
which at. thiH^ason of the year ar^ f^m^* 
tmWHr faUing<» aa also many of th|g, );j[|q)|^ 
which.. Appear tQ .be in a tottering ^fl||t||||| 
tend. to ikeep. the traveller's mind «i %vt:s^ 
af continued alarm. By the.isitili^i.cifdlbff 
road, in tbe most solitary PArt^f/>£i Dm 
iiiiran%Mi, ave a few houses, ^vht^h^ifrT^ 
M nn asjFlom to the wj|^»imrnu1|imJri»ltalll 
and. wi)09e inhabitaiits wijlt |i4Rm^ ,Uil 
som refreshment during }Mii0iiiA\ fHfl 
miserable journey. i . .^< : ,. i. i ,Atr«^ti 
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Ae Bi08t- iBtwieMtng' season of tb^ ye«r; m 
^mhh the snows haring began ^ to - melt, 
^erie wefeu nambep of fine cascades, iftiicli 
ttmMed down the crag^^ sides of the roeks 
with a tremendous noisfe,' and increased 
Auieh th^ sublimity and grdndeur of Aiese 
Alfttue' wonders. The road over Ae Slm^ 
|ikm Lconeidei* to be a work of mUoh 
gitealer e^sictent, difficulty, add labour^ tbaii 
iMit;over the Mont Cents: I wa»'iiiu^% 
gMtllled at baving seen both ; they ute 
iMIble' monumeats of the labour'Mid' ptft- 
Mf fiance of' man, in sabdnins* the r ob^ 
flM«iHit>ltiMure; 

- ^'illleir a long and rapid descent, wh^ 
#ifelf^ad winds pfruwd diflbrent^alteys itai a 
ll^Ml fi^cifurmanner, we reached tfaetofht 
it^JIMsftieV situated at the bottom of the 
lilttMtitaliii, and fidilly netiu^ad . to^ Geme^u 
lh^-.nte:kt-dfty» • ."' - ^ ^' 
^'Hftving^^ven a descriptioii^ of 'Ms. ei^ 
pipli'ilMghboWffa^od in.tbt^ a«tiiitim> of laat 
J)#, hken r^uitt«d'H*r^lt{ily, I.hM» 
iN^.t^i«eiM«4, ^hot^on miy i^urn to iQ^ 
pjeva, I was much surpri^ed-^l^tiie ai^raMr 
diiiai^tl^liltigei m&hii^i )iad^«ak0fi|{ilaoe in 

VOt. II. Q 
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the flodfly tbekre. The vecMt.peao^ hhd 
MMkiced iucb a flight of my cofmktrywMm to 
Tistt Switzerland, that ia &ot it was bcr 
cone an English colony. I pasted a few 
4$yB among them almost v* ith as mudi 
pkaanre as if I had already landed in oU 
England ; but it unfortunately tended to 
eaoite in my breast a stronger feeling Hum 
beftNne, of the tnaladie du ptnfs. The 
sound of English tongues had die same 
efieet on my spirits, as the BmUz dee Vaches 
has on an apatriatod Swiss^ I had now 
been rambling three years ; some of my 
nearest connexions had gone to ^^ Theun^^ 
disooyer'd country, from whose boumv jio 
traveller returns/' others had qmtted the 
discipline of school, and started into Htm 
rdaticms of acslive life~*in short, I iwished 
once more to resume those habits wfoiA 
had been the pnrsuit of my former life. ' 
Since my first visit to Genefm^ the and* 
den re*«ppearance of the ex^Emperori^had 
peopled Switzertoad with my oeunlfymeti' 
flying from France. I was- not^ theraferei, 
disposed to re^visitthe soenesofwar I-hftd 
before wiUiessed in Spain andPortngid; 
nor had I the protection of the faead^qdaV-^ 
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ter» of Lord Wieffington for <be iiiddlgfen^fe 
of mich cariosity, as! htod experifehfJ^4toe 
preceding year on my entrance into FraiuM^; 
I tiiierefore determined to tiike my tonl^ 
through Berne, Solenre, and Basle, and 
proceed down the Rhine, through Cobients^ 
Cologne, and Aix la Chapelle, to Bmm^i 

We set out feom Geneva. Our road 
WAS for some distance on the borders of tb# 
fadie/ We dined at Lausanne, which dtty 
I have already described', and after psm^ 
ittg ttimogh a rich and poputous eounti^, 
firiUty arrived at Berne, after a Journey ef 
ninety miles from Geneva. ' ' ^ 

Berae^ the chief city for opulence ^nd 
power, among die* confederacy of S(witrar^ 
laMdj is afitiiated>on »• rising ground, or 
Moi^f at the fbot of which flows the riti^r 
Aar; ^nearly siirromiding the town. Tlie 
streets are wide, and kept romaricbbly 
nimt and lieany haring a stroam' of water 
M^ingin all directiens. The dtftydf 
iriftffiDing Ike Mreets is penfetitied by iHe 
piiftlners'cMivi<Hied of crimes; who ar« 'iti' 
a'^^l-ftcm dress; and 4ome of tb^se delib-' 
qimtti^Mkk a ^^oUav ^f Iroh, with a handle 
alike baeie ef tilto^ hedd, wberebjy ahy one 

q2 
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teay MiM'tHem withodttbe possitttfRy of 
r«iit ati0e. 1 must say, that having tfa^e 
d^fraded wretchM ever before otte's ey^, 
i* paltifoh; at 'least to strang^rtS) Who.^^ 
notfaMiltar with such exhibitions. ''* 
' The hotiseii are, in general^ lai'^ attA 
IM>iMiodioDb'9 ttftd although we see none of 
that. splendour which is found iti so m^ny 
<«|ker oHitt bf Btirope, we neither obs^e 
here «hM»e Svretehed abodes of cfaeerfeM 
p^var^, BopreraleDt in other capitate: ^^^ 
iluftge of dee^ and heavy arcades runfc'dh 
«ne aidcf of the principal streets, intended 
for the- purpose of keeping out the sud aiid 
»aih«; if they dM not alSo keep butthtelfif 
a^ tight,' I would not quarrel with thefts 
' Th^ cathedral; of Gothic archdt^cttrt^; 
MMdif ia^ commanding situation, peipeit- 
d!ie«lar; iKmi the river. This spot ap*^ 
peared to the better adaptedrfor a batter^, 
ftan a dhurch ; and from; its ptecinctsi^ 
hav« a comanand^g ^iew «rf ttie fiver Altf; 
and a very extensive . prospect of a iH^UFJt 
ciiltivated country, bonnd^ ^ by a thai^ of 
the>01aeiers, whikt the perpelualterdttti^, 
so addom found m otlK^^ parte, foilid^l% 
beauttlBji se^ie. for the eyis Ho rest: upon.: 
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On tk^ side of tbe i^tw, inune^ai^fy^flt 
^bft)foot of this hill,«ra sitiiaEted a nuint^ 
Qf obscure buildii^, siaid to b^ -fori^Ato 
purpose of batbs, n^hich, •L.was.giarmi to 
understandy are not condueled ifitb a xsi^ 
ffftif^ity we should expect to^find mtftog 
so XDoral a peojde m the inhAhits«IST<of 
Switzerland. ; • dt 

..The hospital has a more impqsmgr*i9»« 
piearance than any other /bwWsgviii 
3eme, and in it all objects 4^ distmgM^m^ 
ai^Diittfid» without difficultiy or 4istinoyQ»ii 
Jjfpjirjfiowy is on a l^u^^r scale ^nm W9 
qt^r of tbe cantons, having alwajrs ready 
the wfiterials for 50 to 60^000 4ipiffi. T|M^ 
h^^ also Sr public granary^ m hayei ail itbfl 
. of^er republics. In a countiy dwutant^iipm 
the sea, with few naitigahle , rivers* aitdi 
ffijth mountainous roads, Jt is mosti4«^ 
jfi^Wt Jto pi^fvide agai^fsi^.a bad. 9»B0fff^ 
piir^ulaidy a» Swi^ does n<^ |«|m 

np^l^ «|iiffi^ent|^ e^tensiirft 

p^p^tiou. / * 

.. '^he society at Beme is pdUsAiedy and 
thf^ji^h^bitaiits hc^tpitabji^^ ^nd I pm itold 
tbc^r#bri>^ngeid» who nare well introdiieed, 
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tbifiL in wjr otb^ pari of S^ritawtlaiid: 
Afjr r/eadi^rS) however, are not to ^t^^tM 
ialfitations, aa ia London, to sfdcadid 
dtniier$, or. to pasn the night at an n^tgfmt 
ball and supper. The viaiting hmil* :to 
fipinn a convenatigne are from bix to.aiiii;i 
and if a dwce be given, every body .goat 
to ; bed at eleven. In fact, no piibJKa.M- 
aei|ib)ii$9 afe alloncod aftei^ that hour; abd 
I am not certain, if in this land of libei||ri 
tb^ government does not make refrtrictioni 
aa tp th^ hour when privale partita .mitat 
alsp finiah. . ,, ,.« . 

, Aristocracy in.this {diace is canicid to^an 
unnaual extent. The families i^hQ^fK^i-' 
pose the government, namely^ the^gnaat 
council of 2(K>, neither intermarry,, vis^)^^ 
j<Hii iff anwsements with the.merdpf^^^ 
or pecfile in trade. I happeayed to. b^va 
only a letter of qredit on a mcrehantr.a^d 
jDQnsequently during Ae f&» ^i.I.xfk 
makued, I had nptoyportiijiity aCw^flg 
among the beaux or belles of.tbii^c^ty* 
When I inake m^ next vjuiit, I mi^.0iif 
fiously decide, if my l|Btt^« awrto ^.^ 
dressed to .the aristocratic, i^1he^d«|ffiv 
cratic cifjcle. . , . -ii^n* 
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tiMeti liurt tawn we ent6r^d aftef ^'8«e^p 
Moeidt^ and on th« two fdUowing dar^s 
tTMeHied se^renty inileB Airther, through 
ittimiitainou8 roadd, and the richesft varility 
offt€«tiery, and reachied Basie; where we 
wem well aceommo^ated at the inn of the 
Three Kings, situated on the cidge of the 
9Mne, which river is here of considerable 
hreadth and rapidity. 

This city is lai^e, 1)ut has litHe tQ 
fecdminend notice. The streets for the 
greateit part are narrow and uneven, 
the ^hbuses plain and old, and althdugh 
^^*' the border of this noble riVer, famish 
Ao' objects of ornament or beauty. The 
^Ae^tal is ad ugly Golbio building, 
Ideally disfigured by a dirty cbteuredred 
pliiht^tvhidbf has entirety efficed theap-* 
t^^rsiuce of ahti<)Uity. In the iftterfor ai^ 
libera) ancient tonibs, and amongst others 
liHtt at fbe HtUhfBieA Erasmus, 
t^ The ibhkbitants are a pliain iirdustrious 
^^plfe, free from luxury, atid detoted to. 
tvnd^; Whi^h is moi^ (5onsiderabte hefe 
iHttii' in'iaiiy othtir town ih Switzerland, 
smsing from its advantageous situation on 
tbie Rhine. 
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•ikliWaB imykodjMe^tvenmg W.tkmhUHK 
;of«<nerefaant for whom Irhad a:lettoiabf 
.cpedit, to meet eight or ten, of Jim ^ijnflB 
>at ^ supper y which conrnted of fifth^^ 
.imuited pi^, T€al, baef) and. other subtrtudb* 
tiaik) such as \ve sometioies sea at iliito 
^hristo&B'^fNier ot our ^^lent&mMK; 
a * pioof < that < if the . inhabit^ts of Bide 
hare Hot jihe vefinenientB of^fashion^ithtiy 
(kMseius at least the.«auce of gpodiafph 
^ites. • - ' * ''t'^^^v 

V The ^owrta^ ail the way from 6eiieiw46 
'BMle ifi Ittxurianit and agreeable, andvlfae 
|ttt«ge woodft tm !eacfa 'side (of -the road ^pfa^ 
tl^iiferly firtrikiQg. The traT^ller remttrto 
"irt^ satisfaction^ the gentftfl airof^teoMf- 
fk^'inaU'ttietotrns and village he*p9mtlb 
lltoMlgb, And thte< efaeerflil.apiieaiiaatte'^ 
ik^ir^ inhabltaiUs.> The ooitiitoie ^^f.^Ott 
female jiedsaiits in tbeeantp^ 4f Beme^a 
Hiiigflilar, but ei^tremely neat. They/are 
drestfed in black; "afh^ w^ar a Telv«it<qp^ 
tt^mmed with lace, nearly a qtikrHfer ^^ 
3^td in bi^s^th, which is mude quite iMljfl; 
t^jM to form a kind of crown .^ni^oiniditit^ 
the^ftcc. l%i« ctirions head-di*es8 ii^'4^ 
• beeofirning to pretty won^n, ^o i»«'{bti| 
uncoiiamon in this part of the eoa|itry» 
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^3i&ummem bMfwihrarchanMtwhiohffabiig 
Mloitiii'by ttlffiirisidss, uid Agaitay ownfc Krf 
<!dwiOouiM3ry girls' pettiiooatd :are aoiAmrl, 
iMibarely to cover ,tbdr(tkne«9u Thas an 
•jingleind ivrould ;be toontiiiered indseant, 
ghlAt ofustou reoMioile» every itiiifl^^andtiti 
;SwHz0riaiid^ <^ hoMst fttmaatay ^idei^ 
idiffereiitly. The ..various doaliiliie6y.CK(TB- 
lac^kable iar simplietty, iaie iverytdiflimnlt 
4»^eidb,<>f Ihe Siviss oantooa^ The'.fymaif 
peasants, in general, have a neatne9§<A)|S)qt 
4)i«ir .^i9>Qn£^ and m^ k» deemed ^pritty, 
tflltfadl^h .liivonld UQitgiQ tn.^n'it^f^iiiHi 
%;fi,«l0del.Qfi»yiaqietry,pr ^^is^tfiinamr 
^i^mfiVf l^heyise^m to48H«i.4g-efl(tjf«i^ 

4i«M)B.pith.Uie >ftdditipttfAf,jk wMite (Kltl^ps 
liPiMltiMi a»^ < a I few jqatuffii flftFefS-^fiMlfe- 
illi|ly:plao«d :<s», onpi sid^ j^whq ^ .l^^u^iJttr 
ii;»9^.<&9i|a9l«»*. (Wqupt|isbijfl*|!(i;,jUief^ft.:„ 
fn iTfee^geneijE^ feajtwr^<»|;ins«mei3 AO^smg 
^^t]i)^«^tpm ?of ^v¥)tzfl:]a^d, botb^^^h 
iMa mi, i^rQjestJwit,. a!ce,M»<»e .9^ a» flBP»> 
fim>^m\y> ^v4 j^J^inafiss* *aix«|i. a^iith, f%ii»r 

fibfieb)^^RftTQif)6>aRd,^9 cteWftic ffWRppH 
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^MMtttiy, €9Mept in tbe gfratid and 
tjeeneiy, which is not equalled in any etiiir 
patt of Europe. The climate and soil we 
not fkvouraMe ; but the absence of Inxiiff ^ 
die simplicity of manners, and the tndc^ 
fetigable industry of all the inhabitant^ 
amply compensate for these disadvantages; 
Aifrieulture and cultivation are brought to 
dM- highest perfection, and porsoed n^ 
nnfemitting perseverance, even in silutt^ 
tions apparently proscribed by natut^ 
With such habits it follows, that we ie6 
in this country* less of that poverty aifd 
mendicity which prevail to such adi^eadftl 
extent in the other parts of Europe. * -^*< 
i left Switzerland with regi^t; po#eiMl 
masons induced me to return bojtiid; iHtb 
Hie hope at some fature period agiliri^Ci^ 
vilrit so interesting a country; im> happy a 
people; At Basle I separated fromitty 
amp€^nan 4e voyageyBnd having si^dtey 
cafriage^ and parted with my SwiM^tMn^ 
fMK, I deteiwined to cross Ale ]t!Ml««'t 
and proceeding on ^e' German stid^'^^f 
tllaC grand river to Frankforl, from th^te 
t# <9ontinue iny j^whey bf ^Kti^fj- wMM 
I had efvery reaaon tiy eiffpecti lilMmlll^llil 
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by iai^ imct iuftweMing a^ ftoiMttt^ tiMo 

a^y ather inode of trayelling. > 

'My new style, however, did not joegio 
WMt auspiciously* It was Sunday^ wfatu 
all the inbabitantB of Basle amiwe ikemp 
9€lye»ia making excursioiM^ to the ndgli<» 
bottriag towns and villages, ivhich .10 
a custom general in these coimtriea* 
Tbis eircumstance would be too trifling 
to dfss^ve a remark, had I not baott 
put to spme inconvenience, from ny 
not being able to find a single veliicia of 
any dascription, by which I might con- 
timie my journey. They were all en- 
gaged ere Sunday arrived, and I wqfk 
obliged, as a last resource, to kanre the 
gnsttter p»t oi my baggi^e at BasJe, to be 
forwar4ed to Frankfort by the foUowkaig 
dil^noe, which was. eaipeeted the nei^f 
evening ; and aa I do not .mfkf my i^mui 
to be deranged by trifling incoiivenienfeei^ 
I faked a peasant to cany .my sac demiHi 
erossedi the Rbiae over the fine bridfO 
otose to tlie town, nnd £iiaUy proeeeded 
09 foot to ^ German village, aboul j|i^ 
miim di«t»nt, where. I baUed for tbci 4)ight. 
Heise J honoived a cart (for there wall qo« 
thing else to be found) and with this humble 
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eiifdilbhneiit went cm ten leagues to the 
town of Friburg. 

My friends in EnglaQd would have 
fmiled had they seen me thus trotting; 
along the road, like a vagrant conducting 
to his parish, with an old German peasant, 
for my parish officer, whose enormous 
three-cornered hat gave him a very im-. 
portant appearance* But we travellers 
are always subject to such adventures, nor 
was this the first which had happened to^ 
toe. J ^ .. 

Friburg is a large German town, con- 
taining a handsome cathedral of Gothic 
arcj^itecture* Its exterior is venerable,, 
and at the same time elegant, and di^^ 
tower the most remarkable in this country^) 
next to that at Strasburg. In the interioi: 
you will be pleased with an air of neatr 
ness, seldom to be remarked in catbediic 
cfavfvhes, which in general are overbiir*^ 
thened with. tawdry oraaments^ and iv^r., 
press one more with the idea of a theatr^; 
thut of a temple dedicated to the AJlp;^ 

B^igl»<y* • . ..J 

Xhia towp is weU built, and it? envi^^^ 
are in a good state of cultivatiw^^ ^, 
Friburg I hit^ a kind of gig^ jj^ 
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oontitiufed on to 0jihhurg,.ah6nl fiftel^^ 
leagues distant. 

At the inn here I met with two Germian 
travellers. We all three of. us supped 
together, and plentifully partook of our 
civil landlord's old red wine. This wine^ 
which is made, on the borders of the 
Rhine, is really delicious, and possesses a 
rich and stimulating flavour, superior ta 
tlie produce of most other countries. Tfee 
white wine was a1^ excellent, and not uii? 
IMce the French Vin de Grave. The inns 
here are very reasonable. iVly supper, 
bed, and cqfS au lait on the morrow, did 
iliii cost me more than foiir shiltings. But 
living ought to be cheap, as this part of 
Gei^many, on the banks of the Rhine, pro- 
(hices in great abundance all. the . neces- 
siatries ot life. ' . ' 

The costume of the peasantry has no- 
thing very remarkable aboiit it. The 
wotoen wear large broad-brimmed straW 
bonnets, and I observed a number of them 
ttttihg the land; ''''':' 

• On the next day, I travelled likewise 
afiotit iBilte^n leagues through d jpopii}ous 
at^ w6il cultivated country, aad reached 
di^J^rt^^n the civening. Hei^ the jBt^tid 
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Dtike of Baden reiidfes. The palace n a 
large building, not remarkable for beauty ; 
tile adjoining gainleiia, faorwerer, are de- 
lightful, and the parterre in front of Ite 
building, contains a quantity of cfrange^ 
. trees in high perfection, which diffilsed a 
most agreeable fragrance. 

At all the respectable inns in this part 
of Germany (as in France) there is a tabh 
«f Aofe, or cnrdinary, every day between 
twelve and one o^clock, where you hd^e 
an excellent dinner of several courses, st 
a moderate price. This is a great convex 
nience for tra^llers. 

From Carlsruh to Frankfort the dit^ 
tance is thirty leagues. Between thesis > 
places I atrif *d at the town of HdOO^ 
berg^ the head-qoarters of the army^Kf 
Prince Swartzenburg. I had often '^iLi 
perienced the bustle in being at ; beitd^l 
qusli*ters, and was sorry I could not BnM^ 
halting here. It was some hours bi^lit> 
I ediiild get a bed, as all tbe nkkS'klwli&) 
full of officers, and they gave ' tneiittit^ 
a IKtiie trouble, besides a' walk^ef'iftitfae 
than' 6f ttiife, befm<^ th«y sigiidi^ mji p«iat 
pott, an inconv^Dieiyce ^dl^tfh'^'a (tmMiim 
never experiences in England* The Em-^ 
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penn of Buteia and. Austria imfffii mow[* 
here, and Heidelberg is the neatest town J 
bad pasted thronghdurisig my joiiraqr. It 
stands on the bank of a raiaH riyer,.aiid 
its e^nriffons are very agreeable. I departed 
finom thence on the mwrow at four o'dock, 
and slept at Franl^art^ after halting a few 
hours this day at the town, of Darmstadt^ 
belottgin^ to the Grawl Duke of Hesse 
Bjarmstsdt, and likewise the pUce of bis 
reHdence, where the palace is an e&ten* 
sive. building, in a bad state of repair. It 
containis, hawever, a good collection of 
paintings, which I found time to yi#t» and 
atMi^t others remarked in particular, a 
IsMmtia hgr Riibens, and DsaMs a iQ.yely 
wMian, in a jm^umMit :jMM»tu4€^' H^ 
fsism is quite voluptuous, and the painting 
is executed by Titian, Few, if any artists, 
h0V€ equalled Titian in painting th« beaa- 
tissof women. I saw also many other 
valitable productions of Raphael, Titian, 
Gtood&.Liorratne, Rembrstit, and other 
exoellsnt masters (particularly of the Dutch 
•skMl) well worth the attention of the aau^ 
town •' In 1his> palace there is Hkemfifi a 
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rioflities Y^iy deserving^jofimaute oboerra- 
tion. 

The. whole country between Bade and 
Erankfort, a distance of. eighty leagues, as 
very rich, better cultivated, aaid more jmho- 
dactive of all the necessaries of life, than 
I recollect having ever observed in so con- 
siderable a territory before. The greubest 
part of it is a luxuriant plain, abounding 
in rich pasturage as well as com, hemp, 
potatoes, hops, &c. &c. For many miles 
alter leaving Off^nburg, the road passes 
divottgh one contin ued garden ; the ^ vine 
is cultivated with the greatest < care on the 
bordering hills, and you see on eachtsicfe 
avariety of fruit-trees, and long ayenues 
entirely composed of them; 
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FRAHKrOKT. 1&A 



CHAPTER IX. 



F&ANKFORT is 8 large commercial city^ 
iitaated on therivier Maine. It contains 
§BW objects to attract the attention of the 
rarioius traveller. There is only one street 
aHall handsome^ and which can boast of 
wj beauty or regularity in its buildings, 
iKd one aqaare only, which is either airy 
(T^ agreeabie.. The remaimng part of 
IIm^ city is very andent, the architecture 
bad ; and the whole struck me as being' 
glomny and uninteresting. There is a 
*i^ie. bridge ov&r the Maine, and the en- 
TJifG^s oC; the city bordering on the river 
Wt delightftijL The eye of the traveller 
ife on all sides sittraeted . by the charmii^ 
pFAq^ts of niJUmro^ visages, which be^ 
^mk the ifndustry and prosperity; of tfafiir 
inhabitants ; and.th<&w^ll€ferca^try arcH^ 
]« intersected with hinoilatsi, forming Uie 
most rotoiailia inJtod |Hh&ture tliM^miblef^ 
rQh. lit R 
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I remained a few days at FrankfiHt, at <»e 
€€ the many excellent inna which are to be 
fennd there, and dined about t^vo o'clod^ 
at the tabie d'hdie, where nearly a hundved 
parsons assembled daily. Our fare was 
good, and, including a bottle of wine, 
did not cost more than between three and 
firor frahos. 

• This city is very canmercial^ aad« 4tt 
it are aniHially held two of the largest fsmi 
IB Europe. The Jews, who form m great 
partofiba population, liire altogether in a 
distiaet part of < the town, and carry mi a 
eoadderable proportion of the trade; /The 
C2Mbo}i(» and Lnthierans have esich. th^ 
eburches here ; but the govemmtiit isi laa^ 
4ieiwi. 

Prom hence I went to Mentx^ a distande 
of about fifteen miles west of Frankfort* 
This is one of the strongest fortified towns 
in Germany. At the present moment 
A^re were some thousand men empioyed 
at the works. Mentz is situated at; the; 
pitfnt where the two rivers, Mainei^aa^ 
Rftiiie, form a junction. wjf>« 

The first view of tim majestic oiAjfisipiiiles 
the ey^ #i^ great grandeur p but* AaInA^ 
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iaagB'Of^bift traveler are tiraeh damped th«^ 
iwtaDt he enters the walls. The streets 
aK mostly dark, narrow, and gloomy, 
the himses bvdit of very large hew& 
sihmea^ and amazingly high. The best 
part is that containing the palace of the 
arefabishop^ which commands an extensive 
view of tibe Rhine, and the beautiftil and 
fti^ledistsiet of the Hhtngaw. The oathe* 
dral waa an imoMBsely large, anctent, and 
fliq»erbQotbio bailding, but is nowin ruins. 
The Biaman bistoriaiM make very early 
BUMtim of the city of Meniz ; and, indeed, 
the whofo country on the left bank of 4he 
BU^e^ ^m thence ta Cologne, bears Ae 
nmlrks and jnonimiettts of antiqiuly,.clearty 
evincing its flourishing state in euliar 
days^ Here is a bridge of boats^ wMch 
Dtossssr the Rhine. The curious^ jreadtr 
amy coBMdt tibe account* of the antiqoif 
tim^miiMtrnta' and th^ adjacent country^ 
given by Joseph Fucha, a BenediotiiKt- 
Man Hia-town dmmm the invention c^ 
]pnitiHg ;>atids in a Jesuitical breviary I 
saw there, was the foilowing pasaagipj 
^^HofMBsamMogunlMe, impenais, etcqievai 
hmanli: disprotndi viri Joannith'Sg^bfaafibH 
eiim MogtiQtini, epjus avus piiiims artis 
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laf enter et water;, anw^ 
Mhlitferali&cwaatiMHa Domiiii nillesilrMD 
^piit^eateaiiiia ncnio." Tlwre being yei^ 
figiW iJaiiogv'te ootice m tfaia eity, I took my 
hm^'of it in tbe public boat, whiob gM» 
Qfiarjr day to Cobleutz. ^^ 

f AU "tmTttUers^dvvvll with peculiarnitiiv 
fttftiODrrOBithis i^j^ifife down tlie Rhine; 
w <maoy' objeett combined, endiant 'tMfe 
mMd, and tehallenge the admiration of Abe 
tonritit^ a» he qufcdkly^paitsea aloi^ on; 'the 
ftMav-nmAee df the river, which w^bMUd, 
dear^iM^ unajeatie iniits^course. < Iteioii^ 
de]1»>ane:€MltiTaAed with the greatestilictA* 
rianee^ to the veiy water's ed;e,'andtyn» 
cbl08;thatdciiei0i^ wine known inrfinglasott 
bjfitheiname of Hock, so calledc from »tll£ 
village of Hockeaheiniy in the vicinftfiof 
wlnchy the •gra{>e grows ihkt ptoduaei^it. 
There fs.ako a variety of ^difiinient^vihluiai 
batibiwhite and red, alLof> ttbioh ^ite^^M^ 
aeUest;*. -« ^. . • >■ ? • no-) srit 

t'lAioMMtant change of thensMilJbi^iitJlM 
se^ieity i;pfeaBnts> .itseH^ fronitrtiite ¥iivi«|i 
tttflntag^^iinsailiogi dowji tkj# m«^$iMlll 
imc HeriEt aiidi thege^yOtt^iifriMB^CTfpieb 
cntensive wobdsi suootededtlQff^^l^stflN 
dows, and, in the bacHground) the;lnoiil-' 
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Aedbg MMs i9f an old cMtk^mimMiimt 
n^Mgk rock. Before we reaebed C6to^Bi 
h ohB&pv^ upwards #f tweaty df ihm^ 
niiiii, of the mMt fiintastica) 8ha|»ei94iHa* 
fittftblej with little Tallages invariablyilii. 
tuated near them, at the base «f the tltllft. 
Ndthiiig* adcb more«to-^e he^niiyof ^ie^ 
torastiue scenery than' mioh ruins < as thtiM^l 
We meet with them occasionallyaii^moM 
eonntries; but the great nutiiheiit of tiimii 
en«the banks ef the Rhioevi -mtfmtriking: 
This tevrit^H'y was'fomtetly'pelsMlsedity 
uimerous petty pfince», 'ifi^io wiig«d'^^elr^ 
pskoAl war againlst diioh o()her,TMd.iiiEdcf»li 
Ipvaf tice of plunderitig the veiri^lsr pasiiag 
Urn '.rwkvy wkmb leH'^ tnto^tfitir tlta»iU> 
97beK> eaMles are 4he^ ^oldy 'nremaiiliiig* 
itn-ftbs of their ancient' power # 5 i . > 6* j v 
nWe« slept «he first' ni^bt^at^fCo^fenstn 
irittch iB«sftaated at liiei eonflMiiee efothiet 
Ufasette UndUhe Rhinei The whold iads^f 
the country around this town prodimfii» 
itfitfl jwpnresdiee effi^:* > The dtBMedlate 
fMnifty a)iUundfl['wiih»vari€|ra«ed1>eau«m»i 
Ow^^hM^of tiatune; w her fmidfol^Minnii 
^MHiimaM^ tfaeiberdafstof^tlie Riotiie, gnet 
tlMi«}»i il^^it|»tdl6» iwitl«:4be^m9fitn8^'^ 
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of the Latm and Moselle have a diligllto 
fill effect ; and the ruins of the dilapidated 
liivtiiess of £brenbreitstein» staodiag nearlf 
opposite^ on a stupendous roc^, heigbtim 
the graadeur of the scene. The soeoisiTr 
iirom hence to Cologne is also fine, but 
»ot so .beaiitiki&Llly romantic^ or richly ciai^ 
tiiratedy^as that frow MmU to CoUe^tt^ 
Upon the whole, I was uncommonly de^ 
lighted with my. tfyo days i^fige. We 
bad .fiiie sumvier weather^ and the bckait 
was Tiery commodious for about fifty, pni^ 
n^ers, many of whom were very 9gwpip 
able: iHie of theip play^ the guitar. ^vei 
a. superior ^rtyle,. which coiiaiderab^ jua« 
erefMKd the amusement of tl^ day^. I 
would, above aU, recoaomiend trav^Ueialo 
9dK>pt this mode of cimveyance, it being^far 
prefiaiable to that of going by IhimJ, as tbl^ 
^U have the opportunity of bdbioUli9g:Jo 
adsantage the suiiy^e scfaiwj m: tjb^ 
banks of this river «. 

Cologne is an anciea&t, glopmir ^1^4 m^ 
vetiAg a large «|>ace q| grouad,,'*^ 
now in a mM»eraMe state of da«^« ^.It 
formerly eiyoyed mi^y prjn#Q9ei^ ^aild 
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^fisiderable eominetde, Vf^Mh have 'tttt# 
long ceased. The cathedral irbuld Ifaire 
b^en most Superb, had it been finiiAM; 
What is now standing, especftilly of Itte 
interior, gives you an idea of* the mag- 
iiificence of the design. In this catbcli- 
dral there is a tomb about mne feet m 
height, which appears literally coret^ 
widi cameos and the most precious jewels, 
and which must haVe cost an eiformodi 
sum. Through a grating you see in tht 
inside three polished skulls, sard to be 
those of the three Magi kings who wof- 
sfaif^ed the infant Jesus. The good peo- 
pie here hare such a veneration for thdse 
-empty sknllfe, so congenial to their own, that 
theywouM rather have their cathedra} itself 
detnolished, than the precious relics I have 
just mentioned; but we must recollect 
this city was formerly the headquarters of 
Cremian priestcraft. Most of the church^ 
remain, btrt thdr riches and revenues were 
long since melted in the devouring crucible 
df Napoleon. Here is a church dedicated 
«r St ITrsula, who is said and believed to 
have%een mart)rred here with ll,00ff vir- 
gtwf* Birf Ae grim tyrant ever before 
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vmikm «^, ^^^ae ittstant, so ^utiieraus*« 
amfB cf probably beautiful atid suniabto 
faMales, wUhout permitting one df th^nr 
to4a8te.of matrioioaial Mies > ' Bat I nmit 
not #aut to observe, that some writer, or 
wagr bad asserted, that thenewas but one 
ynqgiu. in all, and Hmt her name was u^ 
decim miU < 

i.lHd fortiinately met with a Siettiatt 
iMOiaia in.tto .publse boat from iMienta^: 
MEJko was kind emoiigbto offer me a seal in- 
hiii carriage for the continuattonr of oUi^ 
jommey .to Brussels, by way of Aix«laM^ 
OhapeUe and Liege, a distance of ab<Ml6 
IdO miles. I accepted his offer^ on* thte^' 
c^aditian of paying half the expenses. ' 

(Mivitig Cologne^ we dined at Jnlier*!^^ 
whiftb is .a. strongly fortified townf^cmit' 
after passing thmogh a wdil eirityvatedj> 
bni npt very. inAaresting country, n^atriv^ 
iUtifae> efenii^ ai jUm'^a-^ChapeOty^'^'iSfi^'^ 
tanceof forty miles*. The finrt refresh^' 
mint I. took wa9>iBBmedtately to av«i) ttiy^ 
setf^of the adjeaB;toge' of a^M^erm^lii^^ifot^' 
wUsbv and lita sulphurous M^teiSt^tlJs cHUff^'' 
has, luen^itfi Jong foo»»l4l9ilugb'£iM«p^r 
as mA:M foribtitig tfae-resMfrof Aeiinvaliii 
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mud tiie«i<Uar«. tmiii^vtry4eimofim^f«i»'' 
MtS^ooe dajr ia,Meing the amoqeineiflt of 
AUrMiChapelle ; . to. this wish my oobi^ 
{Uioicin, the mairqiiis, polilelj assent^, too 
coadition, however, of our proeeediBg cm 
tkn^ following morning, witho^ dekty, to> 
JBinus«l)es, where he was impaiiieDt to aiv. 
rive. The city stands low, and is mm^ 
rgftj^4^ hy moian tains* It : is i tnf .consider* 
^}iifi cpusequenoe from itsr jnanufactuKSia^ 
cloths, audi other oommace. ^The air/lv 
SQ£t and s^abrious ; and the baths, hotetes 
lui^KpoomSy and other plaoss<ifamnsemeQt^ 
fWif^k levery kind of acKsommodadon^M ' 
|%i visitors : unfortanatdy tUey were M* 
now unoqcupied, except by a few solilMj^ 
ii)¥f4ifl8; for at this montait alL Eurape 
w||gj,€om^€>s^rating its surmies towards BeL- 
glBPt W^mfse her feto.waa daily. cKpectoi' 
U^j^ decided. This place > has- a degree 
oigjifUgnp^^ in the houses andthopsy wJiiehi 
I -hg^ . Wt jobserved in aatjri other partiof^ 
Q^Wai^yv; it likewise ihas-a^cathefibsd utt* 
^W'kwmi ^hiob fthe liransUer must iiot^ 
ovf^h fmi^^: HoAevi an)^ mother > «ircoM& 
staj|^;9^.jj|^9ii4:tlMtpiri^8^ I ahoirld wnob 
lilWiM h*l» ipmiiAmm^ tinie at 4iM4a- 
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Ctop^cu TJieraailtoiiithenQnityaR 
pecuUarly agreeable for a peraon o€.a nltii^ 
taiy taate, and the cenateot resowces in 
tfae. city furai$h ample amiiaement for 
tjboae who are in pursuit ei aociety. 

Leaving Aix-la-ChapeUe, ve arrived at 
JJigc^ a very extensive eity, with an an* 
cient cathedral* It nuiy be called th^ 
Btmingham of this part of the world, iii 
principal naMifiKtore being arma^ and 
oaiii. The famous traveller, iiir Mill 
Biandeville^ lies buried in a convent not 
far distant; after travelling the world ov«r, 
he thought proper to spend his latter days^ 
and terminate the journey of Hfe, isr dm 

Firocaeding without halting, we armed 
^ABrm^h. It was my intention to speaid 
n.few wedcs in this city; but cirenm* 
stances, which always attend the fortone 
of mar, obliged me to defer this- intention, 
and nnthe a prosipkate repeat. In oat 
lasti da^s jmini«!y from Liege we passed 
asany battaiiens ef the army, and, on ^Mk* 
amval at firiis8eis,we bad grant diffic*!^ 
in .gittii% >any'jaoeomn#dntions: Ji wns 
ankid^ and CKpoetation of great events. 
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HM ttfxt 4«F AimibeM of^cmriages ttod 
imggoiHi cmiti»!tilly arrived, it4th woUBdv 
0i aaldier^ from the advatice of the 
amny* Thia liia^eaaing aceife excited ecm^ 
fiiakmi aod^ A^^t in 6i«ery direotian, aa 
mF0py hour brought ua the naat extra-' 
eniiaary and alarming reports. On the 
VMi of Jnne, the aituation of those wfaote 
dttty did not requure them to renain at 
BrwKh^ becMoe mtk^ crilieal. We* had 
eeatiin advice of the battla of the Mthi 
aaid 'whtdi was too weU eoBfivmed l^ the 
QOfitilattt arrival of Ihe .imi>»ded and dyin^; 
£rei^y honr {MToduped oaiftbradtctary an^ 
aattnts: idae leara lof the iulmbitaiita pp(K 
pagated the report that the allies were4e» 
fsoiad^ and that the French wmild be in 
the ^ariy^ that eyening« My companian^ the 
iSitnUan marqnia, waa less dii^oaed to ^irait 
4m, the eneut Ihaa iwf aalf, who oaftainly 
httd no wish' to beoome a apeatator on siaeli 
m oceaston. He ^^as tte bearer of some 
jiiaptticfaM from 4ui Court isf Pakimo 'to 
ijDKm XVUL aad was in tarwr atthe wim 
«llaUtiigifito the pomw. of N^a^^kon. M 
amtmalnuMMit ha paofMwii iMV^ian^ 
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mefiateriA^pwtare for HoHftudi to wittt<ibr 
die iffl^endkig evttiiB, wbkb I '4M' Btot te% 
iitate to accept ; but during this eoolhiNma 
it was some hotirs before we could^ by 
great eKerlieDs^ and at an enormous ^nm^ 
procure bMses. Terror had gone b^re 
U9y and, alllie end of our first poet^^m^ 
hi^raeB oouid be obtained^ weti^re^boHI- 
fare obliged taeontinue proceeding, nen^ 
tfar whole nigbt, with our tired ci^vali^^xa 
diatance ^thirty Haileat • Every hous.fame 
inereaaed lihe alaitm, mid people ^Miefni 
tk/ing in aUtdireetioiie. My fritudf.t^ 
ttwrquiiai mae not aatiafied to waat ferfOeiira 
ak;^. where ; hvM fearing ow being ate^p^ 
Ijltoacedded without haltingi not 'thinyng 
Uaiaelf «iit of dac^ger until we rreadied 
:Aitistei4aiti. »Hi^pily on tfae^raomug 
after our arrival there, all our ei^peetatipiMf 
and fearsv were relioTed- by tbeg^iftkmil 
mrks of Aeboblleof Waterloo* la ^rn 
>t(fieiagTiow «o inei^etedly iaithe^apiM 
of 4io)luid, 'and hatmg sdifled^ffiy'^nimr 
«Md 0inoenm mttth ^ wy ^4ipiomatio < iCotfE^ 
pntiimv ihdeterBBiiied, iiiefore^l tetumad'^ir 
faead^nafteison ]»y wajr >tt> ; JbigknMteM» 
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8peM''«r^s&ort '^tie in c ol fc ciiug i wme 

glieaMrngps tbroogh a oMmtry to^ me m novel 
«iid inter csting. t ,. r 

' ' Afnsterdam is» rarrounded with; swampft 
ififd oafial»,< which render it damp a»d uo^ 
tvArinlesome. The: city is siteated' iaria 
fiHtrdfay, plain, and nmnieireitiag o c wmtiys 
The traveller is mueh astonished ai» ht 
SiM^rg Amsterdam.' Iie««eeSffK3i^ hum 
dr^'^catiak, which traverse icvery part 
Of^thig "dty, and some^ of' them arettb 
R^'thilti two miles' in length: they am 
g^ftalhly of the greatest possible -coti*^ 
f^itnce for objects of ^comtAeroe/ and 
t^^^ ftlWays covered^ with 'inmtiiieralfle 
ll^^l^l^iibiit must be injurious to^heaitii^ 
i^'theiiB is scarcely teay durrent in^^tfat 
#ftt«^*^hi^h receit^ all the «hli of tfcte 
^9ty:^ 1»f the ^^ides of these oaoals ate 
fti^d^^re^ts and ^commodious qMiys,'oiv 
namented with exteh^re-H^ehnes of -ehn^ 
i^es;'Whi<;h give Amisteniam an agreeAle 
afldeheerffil appearance, and t>n9ltot^lia 
tiSl!i^hit«]!itsi,^abi summer^' from^ the -Ireat^i^f 
ttte^Qftl^^^kese ti^eA appear md-erextnit 
ifitiUlm^f fiGdn "heiiBg fo 
one of the most po]^uloua cities in Europe*^ 
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Yon cross the cmnak bjr at leaat AiO narrew^ 
bridges, many of wlttoh are so constructed 
as to be lifted up without difficult;^ for the 
passage of vessels. The principal canal, 
fnmk its great sisie, may rather be called a& 
arm of the sea : as it enters Amst^dam it^ 
racrires difierent streams, and finally co«n 
municates with the Nortl|em Ocean, so dial 
TMsels of great burden can enter the fine 
port, which presents a very busy ecenev 
and is covertd with thousands of masfii. 
The streets of thilt catty are broad a»d nMst 
adimrably paved ; the houses aU of briclr, 
and very much ii& the style of those ki 
England, but ditferent from all others «a 
tb^ world, from their extreme deanliness ; 
the windows, doors» pavement, and, in-? 
deed, all the exterior aa well as interiniti 
am kept sa dean and so partieularfy naat^ 
that you can almost fancy you are walking 
through the galleries c^ an immense pa^ 
hce. Thes« houses are all built on piles^V 
aa those 9A Venice^ apd, indeedi with«mt 
tl»8^ {^"tcaHtioQ^ liiey would stand very f^^ 
ye»ft on so^ marshy a soiL T^b^ fbun^irfkiii 
df ilie king's palace, whteh » W^fi/frim, 
fynmd on th<^ ptlel^ iftmA t^ b^vf^cMt 
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m.gTMtar ium than tU the. oth^r part; of 
t^ edifice. Dumig tbe heat of summert 
pfmple we conataBUy employed in water- 
ing the atreeta» with an engine for tl»e pur-» 
IHM^ which refreshes th^ atmoaphcare in 
every direction. On each aide of ibe 
windows in the room which the .£unily 
ohiefly inhabits, I remarked, on the out-^ 
a^, a.; smaJl mirror, by pieans of wbicb a 
fioeaan, without moTing from hia chaii:, 
aeffii every one who poasea in the atreet 
either way* Theae mhrrora are in genend 
upe through aU the towns in Holland* 
It ia from trifles ^ we discover the taate 
Mid habits of a country. The inba^ 
b^|t^ apfiear to possess a cold unso^ 
enable resarve^ and fondness for fctirc^ 
Hftmt and ecodoiomy : they will ait fw 
banra in the corner of a window^ to ch^ 
manrt^ unseen, through, theae mirrors^ wjhd 
parses the atreet, and who visits their 
iMlgbbours, To me it conveys an idea of 
lmH>ffi»» Mid vacuum of mind, in Aust, 
tfcei Putch difc n^t JUce society ; and fyw 
wdncieaienta will stimulate; them to exyr^ 
IM^ beyond tkMe of getting mon§y, or 
9l0ring4tf I loivw not how dtey managed 
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with their Ute friraids from FniiMr fo 
we may as well expect to combine any op- 
posites in nature, as to unite two such daa^ 
tinct races of human beings. In no in* 
stance, perhaps, did ever the following 
quotation more forcibly a^dy, ^ > 

*' Nbn bene conveniunt nee in una sede morantur.** , 

The admiralty, the town«hou«e, the sjr-* 
nagogue, and the exchange, here, all ment 
particular attention. The square, in the 
interior of the latter buildings appeani 
scarcely lafge«nough to contain the thont 
BKodB of persons who flock there eyerjrdfVi . 
about three o'clock* I observed that th«H> 
who arrired after that hour, were obliged ^ 
to pay a triflii^ sum of money to obtaiii 
admittance. It is intended for the laiidih 
ble purpose of making, the people, puinot; 
tual, and to prevent the .assembly, <fitMPt 
being continued for too long a sp^Q^jnl 
time, with the risk of l^^iqg.|heirHA«iiV4 
uers, as Duty^hmen, ex€;n . for th^tSsjIiiei^iiC 
gain, will on no account eoioseni ^'d^a dm . 
he$$rerJ* The plan we adopt in L4W^n« ( 
thinki is much better, niunei^, iift« 9^^99fi^ 
tain hour to shut all thegntBsexnpl^me,. 
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ai»i adttiffiting Hone to enter, wtiicK soon 
induces the few stragglers who remain, by 
coiAtboh coiisent to retreat. At Bordeaux 
tbiy hare a very efficacious method of iri- 
dMing the merchants to quit the ex*" 
change, by beating sereral drdms in so 
Tii^lent a manner, as to stun eyery person 
present. 

-The better orders of inen at Amsterdam 
Stffl (continue the same ikshion in theif 
drJNss, which we are told was iiighly i& * 
vogue with \he petits maitrei at the' be- 
giniilng bf the last century; 1 refer to the 
strttigbt cut black coat, the bag wig; and 
tltfie^com^ed hat. But thfere is another 
dek^ption of costume here, still* more ' 
sii%illaf thaiH the one I have been just'de?* 
BcriWlig* I mean that worn by those meii* 
wfa^^^are htrtd after a pei'soti's dedthjto in* 
fortft the different relatives of the sad in- 
iett^eoee; *They of co'urse are all in 
mcMVMiig; anid to the large coclced hat is 
attlfeli^*-bdtrind them, la. piece of crape ' 
mdfft'* than ^ yard long; which almosV 
real;M^%h^^t^und. 

I *¥>*rtl textile iheatreduring my stay at 
Amilfi^dam,'' aiid' wts cfnraptiired with the 

VOL. IT. s 
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melodious notes of Catalan!, wbose Toiee 
seems to delight the whole of Europe. I 
was surprised when I found the admission 
ticket to the boxes cost rather more tbam 
nine shillings, which is triple the price one 
in general pays on the continent. Bat 
every thing is exceedingly dear in this 
populous city, as much so as in London. 

I was glad to shorten my stay at Am* 
Sterdam, as the climate did not at all 
agree with me, and I suffered from a yio*^ 
lent head-ache which arose from the damp*^ 
ness of the air, and the unwholesome 
smell proceeding from the stagnant canals, 
I have already mentioned that I experi* 
enced precisely the same evil during my 
residence at Venice, but that city is re** 
freshed by the sea breezes, whilst Am^^ 
sterdam has not that advantage in so great 
a degree. The people here are very sub^ 
/ect to fevers and agues. The populatiqii 
however is, for the extent of the city, im- 
mense, and said to amoutto 150,000 souls^ 
Commerce is extremely active, ismd tbe 
merchants, notwithstanding their heavy 
contributions Xo their late protectors, are 
very rich. £v<^ry moment appears to be 



Digitized by 



Google 



xmstbrdAm. 25^ 

-eKciusivety employed in getting or saving 
money, condeqnently they have no lime 
left for spending it. The shops here are not 
»hut in summer till after midnight. There 
is a continued bustle in the streets till a 
late hour, and the coffee-houses especially 
ate particularly gay. In most of them 
jou find a band of music, with different 
classes of people amusing themselves by 
smoking or playing cards* There are also 
other descriptions of coffee-houses or public 
meetings, where two or three miserable 
^fiddlers attend, and which are frequented 
by all classes of inhabitants of both sexe^, 
as well as visited by foreigners, who aref 
admitted on paying for some slight Re- 
freshment. They sit round A large room 
to witness the exhibitions of promenade 
ftnd dancing of certain performers, some* 
times resident in the house. I shallentei' 
no farther on this subject, but to remark 
tty astonishment that so reflecting itnd 
prudent a people as the Dutch, shotild 
frequent places where such open violations 
of morality and common decency are prac^* 
tised, and that the government, above all j 
should tolerate it. ' ^ 

• This city presents the appearance of 

s2 
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London and Venice combined. It re- 
sembles the former from^ its commerce 
and continual bustle and actitity, and 
the latter from the number of canals 
and bridges; but at Venice you from 
necessity must take a gondola to go from 
one part of the city to the other, whilirt 
at Amsterdam the canals merely serve 
for objects of commerce, as there are 
commodious streets on each side of them. 
It would be hardly fair to make any com- 
parison between this city and London. 
The streets of the former are not so band^ 
some, nor do its houses display such mag- 
nificence as must strike every one as he 
enters the capital of Great Britain. There 
is none of that luxury in its equipages-, 
although you find a great deal of ndove- 
ment and bustle, which must be remarked 
in every place of such considerable com- 
merce. The merchants and their depend- 
ants (who may be said almost to form the 
entire population) appear to remain chiefly 
at home, where they have every comfort 
around them, and they seem to have in- 
stilled the same . excellent idea in the 
minds of their wives. 

I saw very few tarringes here, but 1 ob- 
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served a species of Tehicle in the streets 
consisting of the body of a carriage without 
wheels, and supported on a sledge. It ap« 
peared to be a very easy conveyance, but 
can only be made use of in a town where 
the pavement is tolerably even. It is 
drawn by one horse, which is generally of 
an immense size and foree, for which breed 
of horses Friesland has always been famous. 
The shops here are excellent, but do not 
equal the splendour of those in London. 
All the necessaries aqd luxuries of life are 
Tery dear, but furnished in abundance, 
this city being in correspondence with all 
the different parts of the world. The con- 
stant movement in the streets and on the 
canals, the frequent and splendid avenues^ 
and the respectability of the buildings, 
give Amsterdam a degree of consequence 
which renders it agreeable for the resort of 
travellers. Here we see collected a mix- 
ture of all nations, and of all descriptions 
of costumes. The six or seven pair of 
lireeches of the men, and the wardrobe of 
petticoats, of the servant women, with their 
ttiormous awnings instead of hats, struck 
itie as being remarkable for singularity. 
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Every religion is tolerated; catholics, pro-? 
testant^, Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, 
have all their places of worship. 1 believe 
Mosques and Pagan temples are excepted. 
It appears to me that every man in HoU 
land (the government included) make the 
acquisition of money the polar star of their 
ambition; and that religion, virtue, or 
vice, have all afree.jtrade throughout tlieir 

dominioni^r 

The royiEtl pa)ace, formerly the Stadt- 

house . or Guildhall, is built on 14,000 

wooden piles, a^nd is the edifice of th^ 

greatest note in jimsterdam. I have seqn 

no building in Holland which pleased m^ 

more* The architecture is Corinthiaut 

and the whole built of , a bauidsoDAe light-, 

coloured stone^ It forms ^parallelogram^. 

and stands in a fine open sp$^c^ The fa^^ 

j^ade is ornamented with a trophy, and on 

the top, are several full-^ed figujrea in. 

bronze, amongst which is that of Atjassi^- 

porting the world on his shoulders^f^.jT,)^; 

furniture of the interioi:, is pot .in..CjG(n? 

Cormity with the splendour of the extep^;r. 

The ball room, however, is most iMg-^,. 

nifii^ent, and ornamented urith eight ele?^ 
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'gavt chandeUera. It is 120 feet In l^ngti^ 
•and 40 in breadth, and upon the wiiole,. I 
* should imagii^e suipassed in beauly by 
few rooms in Europe, Thi«r palace coar 
taitti'an excellent collection of paintings of 
the Dutch schooL Amongst Ike many, 
the ibUowing particularly attracted my 
notice. La garde de nuit (or night guard), 
which is considered to be Rembranf s ch^ 
iituvrc^ and in which die illusion of the 
€hxaTO oscura strikes the beholder with 
astonishmient: indeed the whole work is 
•of the greatest merit, and ond of the prinr 
cipal omataients of this collection. An- 
other e^ual to it is ^^ the lichool by 
Bighl^' of Gerard Dow. I contemplated 
this invaluable picture with great grati- 
£cation, Ihe^ artist having painted nature 
in such true colours. The master is 
seated in his arm chair in the middle of 
a large room, and holding up his finger in 
a threatening attitude to a boy who is not 
attending to his book^ There is au im- 
pertinent look, mixed with fear, in the 
countenance of the latter, which is very 
striking. By the side of the pedagogue, 
a young girl is leaning over a table and 
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reading with attention, whilst a number of 
children are employed in various bccupa*- 
tions. You remark several candles and a 
lantern on the ground. Here again the 
effect of the chiaro o^uro is equally as 
wonderful as that which I have just been 
mentioning in the garde de nuit, although 
there is a great difference in the style of 
the two productions. In this collection ift 
the largest painting I ever saw, on can- 
vass, by De Wit, representing Moses 
preaching. No less than 100 figures sure 
introduced in this admirable work, in the 
whole of which you will observe the 
greatest harmony. There are also mai^ 
valuable pieces by Rubens, Rembraat, 
Heist} and other celebratied masters. 
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CHAPTER X. 



One morning we made an excursion to 
Brocki about four miles distant. This 
Tillage is one of the greatest curiosities in 
<his country, and is visited by all travellers 
who resort to Amsterdam. It contains 
about 400 inhabitants, who retire to this 
pleading retreat from the bustle of the 
city. The curiosity to which I have above 
referred, consiste in the peculiar style 
of the houses, all of which, on the outside, 
are painted and varnished with a variety 
of colours. The pavement before them is 
also tessellated in various dimensions, the 
whole producing a degree of neatness pe- 
culiar to this place. The different streets 
here are all paved, and people are con- 
tinually employed in keeping them clean, 
not a single weed, not a loose stone, nay, 
scarcely is there any dust to be seen. 
Due 1WI1I4 imagine these good people 
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consider cleanliness as the principal of the 
cardinal virtues, and as a kind of superero* 
gation which may compensate for breaches 
of the minor morals. The inhabitants pasa 
an inhospitable retired life, and no stranger 
is ever suffered to enter any of the houses, 
except the shops, where the Dutch are 
always most happy to see you. They iii 
general live in the back part of the house, 
whilst the front is shut up. In passing 
through the village, I looked out of cu^ 
riosity into many of these dwellings, an4 
scarcely saw a person. In one small 
house I happened to remark an old wo- 
man, who immediately retreated, fearing^ 
no doubt, that I should ask permission to 
enter. There is another peculiarity in 
these houses : beis^des the principal doon 
they have each of them a private one« 
which to all appearance is blocked up, and 
never intended to be opened. This, how* 
ever is not the case. It is opened, as I 
was informed, only twice, once during the 
life of the occupier, namely, when he mar- 
ries, and once when his friends are carry^ 
ing him to his last home. No horses or 
carriages can enter this village, the paved 
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Fa.y being only broad eaoqgh to admit 
two or three persons abreasd:. Through 
fieva*al of the glass doors I saw the interior 
of 4SK)me of the better description of houses, 
The passages were of marble and orna- 
mented with statues; the doors, windows^ 
roofsi nay, the roofs also were^nely polished 
and ornamented with peculiar taste. Every 
now and then you see. .a little garden culr 
tivated with the utmost care. In pcmitof the 
yilhige is a small lake^ and around the 
water, a numb^ of trees, tortured in the 
mcNat fantastical manner* The whole kk 
the work of art, but so perfectly unique» 
that a person in visiting Brock, almost 
fancies he is beholding a panorama. Itr 
reminds us more than any thing, else of 
the £airy-land, of which. we r^ad in ro- 
mances during our, younger days. But to, 
conplete this idea I ought to have seen 
some inhabitant who I could fancy to be 
t^e genius of the Tillage. Unfortunately 
almost the only objects I met with, were;; 
threes or four miserable deformed wretches 
bf^ging my charity as 1 passed. The;: 
style of the bouses, the fanciful colours of 
th^ oargetflike paveo^ent, the little Ifikey 
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and the trees on its borders, form a pic- 
tare which it is not easy to describe, but 
Which delighted me exceedingly. The 
inhabitants, I am informed, scarcely ever 
stir out except whien called by their afiairs 
to Amsterdam. The houses, as I said be- 
^re, being shut up, a stranger would 
fancy the village was deserted. In winter 
it would not be surprising in this moist 
foggy climate, that the people standd 
prefer the confinement of their houses, but 
we were now in the middle of soramer, 
and why it is that at this season the Dutch- 
men make their bouses like a lode up hos- 
pital, is beyond my comprehension. Itet 
there is no disputing about taste. 

The garden belonging to one of the ^in^ 
cipal inhabitants is of considerable «i2e, 
and laid out in a peculiar style. Adjoifiing 
to it is a small wood, in the middle of which 
1 observed a hermitage containing the 
figure of a friar carved in wood, strongly 
resembling life. In the comer of the btt- 
mitage is a coffin, in which, after his death, 
the remains of the proprietor of the garden 
and adjoining house, are to be deposited* 
What an odd idea is this, and how re- 
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tnarkable is every thing about tbe village 
ofBruck! 

I quitted Amsterdaai, and reached tkt 
Hague. The distance is about thirty 
miles, and the road, for more than half the 
way, passes as usual^ through one con* 
tinued range of trees, all of the same height, 
and planted with the greatest regularity. 
Their branches joining at the top, form a 
4lki^e ardb of foliage, and convey a strtk^ 
ing.idea of i\» being the avenue to some 
solemn temple 4>r noble palace^ 

The Hagu«, said to be the largest village 
m the wcurld,. is situated on the border^^ c^' 
an extensive wood, which the counts 4>f Hoi* 
land used formerly to visit for. the purpose 
of JMintiilg. The edifices are handsome, 
of a good style of architecture, apd ninch 
boasted of by the^tioUaiMlers. . Tbe. grand 
venues which yon fin4 iu v^riQus parte of 
the village, the palaqes, promenades, and 
handsome squares, giTC it aa air of ele* 
gance which is particqlarly agreeable, and 
which is not often, found el^^wb^re. Here 
the Prini^e of Orange; resideci at the time 
of my visit, hut the cliang^s th^t have 
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since taken place in the political world, 
have removed the seat of the govermnent 
to Brussels, and advanced him to the royal 
dignity. We parceived a degree of gaiety 
and grandeur^ which gives the strangar 
reason to expect something superior to 
4rfaat he had seen in any other part of 
Holland^ and corresponding with the re-* 
•idence of the first magistrate of the coun^ 
fry. The prince'» palace is about a mile 
from the village, standing most pleasaxitly 
near the wood^ I took a stroll in thi«r 
luxuriant and extensive wood (called the 
wood of nightingales) in which there ai»e 
agreeable walks, varying at every step, 
and to which the inhabitants resort during 
all hours of the day, sure^of finding ade-* 
lightful shade, through which the n.}% of 
the sun cannot penetrate^ The Hs^e is 
said to contain about 40,000 souls. The 
theatre is small, but fitted up with Alieh 
taste. Here again I enjoyed the satisfac* 
tion of bearing Catalani sing. The people 
of Holland did not receive her with that 
enthusiastic admii^ation which I always 
experience when she commenceii her 
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charming melody, and which I cannot too 
often express. I do not believe they are 
blessed with musical sonls. 

The country bouses in Holland are re^ 
mau*kable for the neatnes» and exceirsive 
cleanliness of their interior, as well as ex« 
terior. 1 he comfort and apparent richer 
of the inhabitants recalled to my mind 
my native country. These houses aref of 
brkk, and nearly all of the same style^ 
The female peasantry have a most sin-^ 
gular costume in wearing enormous hatsy 
which from their si2e and shape, brii^ to 
one's mind our oval English tea-trays.^ 
They could never have been invented to 
hide their blushing faces froni the ruder 
stare of man, or from th6 heat of a burn-^ 
ing sun, (so destructive to beauly) as those 
peasant ladies are not remarkable for timid 
modesty, or their climate for excess of 
heat* Perhaps, after all, they wear this 
perpetual umbrella as a prudent precau^ 
tion to keep off the rain, which {prevails S6r 
much in this country. The head-^dress- 
coimists of a cap with lace, covering th^ 
throat, and hanging down the shoulders; 
The hair js ornamented with a semicircle 
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of maiMTe meUl, maoy of which cost ten 
pouncUr each. The better order of pea- 
santry, who are in good circumstances^ 
wear them of gold ; the others, of course, 
must content themseWes with those of gilt 
or silver. The wcwnen have? good com- 
jdexions, are very fresh and rosy, but not 
remarkable for symmetry of shape or 
beauty of feature^ 

From the Hague we went through a de-* 
lightful country to Rotterdam. This ci|y, 
situated on the Maese, which may be con- 
sidered an arm of the sea, from its expan£|e« 
is entirely devoted to the activity' of trade^ 
as is the case with all the maritime ports 
of Holland^ and^ in consequence, has few 
objects to detain the attention of the cu- 
rious traveller. Although I .was given to 
understand, the commerce had not reco- 
vered the ruin. occasioned by the destruc- 
tive policy of the French emperor, yet the 
bustle and activity of business here formed 
a sticking contrast to the objects of that 
description 1 had witnessed, for three years 
past, in the south of Europe. The streets 
in this city are neat and clean, as is ge- 
neral through all the united provinces ; 
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itoA tk« tbotpB di#0Dir«red tbe ifidnritiy And 
Ae JatertmiUBe of f&ctual commerce. The 
p«#petoal roWB of trees were harcl as cWtt- 
Bon 4fi iA all the other towair : and the 
forartiof madtS) which termkiated the pm^^ 
Sftect on the river^ fonned a n^yet and in^ 
teresting spectacles I faml the cttriobity to 
Tisit the ^inci|)al cbntcfa: -the pMinnesSf 
oot to say the meanness, of the iffterior,* 
the total absence of all * dfnamefaM, the 
bare Whitewashed walld^ and the rade mt^ 
polished deal beitchas^ I must say, excited 
my surprise, teixefl with disgust ; but I had 
long been impressed with 'the solenraify 
and magiiificenfce of diul^ches in Catholic 
t)oitntries ; and the good people in Holland 
are, probably, -wit disturbed with those 
prejudices which I felt at the moment of 
ehtiering this churfch. 

. This city owes more of its celebrity 
tb its haying been thel birthplace ef c^ef 
indiyidual, than, perhaps, to all its com^ 
knerce and opulence. Here that greiit 
tind good man, Eracnius^ oiie ef the bene^^ 
fkctdrs of the htiman race, first treatfaed 
the yital aif ; and to his meitiory si stathe 
is here erected. : 

VOL. II. * 
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J^oH^m^iivia .l.Af9nr^ !fe974ilr«iteitt]iMdk 
miles, h«yii^,,f]|qi^9f4i«i|(«lV%n«£^dqE>«w 

di^.; tbiib'hQ,FQWiKiAitM)ftfith(> mdjlhihl^ui 
in]h9lu^i^4<met;(!fitht i99lptm»i»9Anme 
Hfpf^ »a,.«Mijtj(er of.oRW«A<!c»i(rMNtR«itjb(W 
|iijt|iAtc4 iw >tb« m«r Mwl««.ia94r lleing 
iH|i|Roui;4«4 > , pa ' all aidesi^ .iiy .^MtnfiiHi 
4i^nii;Dtnd.iff|i<^. 4>f. .tbe slningedt )fet^l» 
^f^ 49,^ti<e.-.Netf}«clm»d»}. it i»rrarft<dow 
ia^lf^\)l\fi,^ IfQik io exlent^ atwItpopttlalidK 
1^ |K>C}«I0^ ,»»d.tbet*tjsle..<rf }lb«i«igf>9[4pM 
p^r.ptiiMsb mpc^or to.wJbiattWeiifindrjrt 

§n^4i:(M;^aequent(jrj Brtidatpoti^fMdB^^UBr 
f^t7rficti47p».foF.|h« tourist tiifai-tfaeflBiddH 
9f.,th€^ ci^ ia,.at>)ti|pa i^bldlng; ^m^^** 
iff^f^ip ivtell Imiltj ctHitoinuk^pBiheps^Mal* 
f«^h(^9«s, 4nd>«V6i7 !ikC8o4iinfMi*tia*^if]r 
t^aixi^»bi|iiniBt whamiwbifin@4u^f>BMB4 
pi^i4llpe,ai), ^ir pf UTeljl«Mft/febioh<)is(iipti 
gfan^r^j ..fiHu^nia <H^l4Wid»( • .1bAii»itii 

fi)nti««[^«tnfl», iiKbft9bfismiM^f|r^fl^ toi 
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YUfr <9fMiti0lluHAis It kaiidimne 8tra(lfrire ; 
lbiiinit«IM'(^v«iiI te6tt<imeirt8, tAuih de- 
4biM^>iai«^Wbicl('fatttfe'tio'dkiftti to hotfee, 
•«efii>filoiD<11ieiPfrtetiMrilicttrit|r; ' '( : 
^nQtmkas*ffi'^6n\f iitie ieagueiS tti^tant fibm 
fltd^a.-'CiPliib-y 'a-vtir^lavg^ &mI popttkKts 
dtgrl'iiitDfaepfih^pal'-Mfeet Is handsome, 
m^bvoaitMNd'^Mig' V 'fh^ iibiis6« are g66d 
aiidctioiaiibmouA, tthhob^b hot buHt Willh 
uraeii i^g€i]a#tfyl^ Thef chu^ch^ Ar6 Vi^ 
BuiiiN>«c(s, ^dbd' tall of paintfAg^'.' ' T U6 
mBedrill Is 'if 'large edifice or'fitie'<9M1iAi 
«nhiteettii« :: its' exterior 'd^ihf^ls ekiU 
ndnitlmyMitid^tbeiftterittr id' highly tlcf^ 
ii^led^<wilik ^hcf'Hrorks of «he 'ArtislJI Wh^ 
iMtvb'istudiied'ti^e. ' This «lty wM fh^i^i 
•■fenot of R«(4leiis^ and'dfher-greMdiastMl^ 
aiift'faafi']>«fe»<0b(^erM lid the s^ait'df *fH# 
nbfaiirii >;teMoI. ■'■• l^he acadfediy fi^k^eiljf' 
^a^Bfpi «s >hi^ n^«fiatiou2 fi' cotttaidV 
•taK^xfalliabii} pradiictidti^ !iaf difibi«ettf 
4ldKati^ii«kMii/'rii';tnklei«tftiid,< is nti^'fKti^ 
^■nliBdilQrf fi<dtiih%ier ef^studetttis, <iv>fa6' e^i 
JaBjrTeveiipiildvintai^ '«t >a MhalU elfi^Wi 
feilichniD bmifr'ttf ie^Uhe r^tN>#^ed^s[9t^ 
pauioipfynheA»-(ibi» > hi6 3ftitiiii^,>(tiiiih@!^ 
hM fi(lli0i^iiifailNslf,'<tIfl%iiiSwii^<lR»d(1lflir 

t2 
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chilcfren. This piece has been sa often 
described by eminent artists, timt I mW 
only say, I wati fixed fer half an boftp'fli 
admiration of this group, and lamentei 
that I had not an opportunity of maldngr 
repeated visits to so exqui^itte a mastoP^ 
piece. 

The arsenal, letnd ^mons basin fer^bqsrr 
of war, formed by Buonaparte, as ahw) Ibt 
splendid quays, are objects for the tvhr^-^ 
ler's attention. He must likewise see the 
ehantier, or ship-builders' yard. Which itltm 
the grandest scale There were a num<<^ 
ber of ships on the stocks, just in the sattie^ 
state as the French had left them. Tfte 
Scheld is so deep aild so broad a rivei^i 
that it may be considered an arm of tlif> 
sea, so that ships of the line cun sai) |iv^^ 
miles higher up than Antwerp. The niii?' 
merous canals which run in erery d^etiot!^ ' 
through Holland, bring die baiiges to tIh^ 
ri^us parts of the city, apd r^der it avery? 
desirable place for cc^m:Qfterce< It ^tanidsv 
in an extensive flat, and its citadel is<coii«> 
sidered to be one of the strongest i» £i|^ 
rope. To see the richly cultivated don^tf^F 
^ound, and the course of tills JieantllEili 
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riTer^ all straogefs shotild mtfunt tine of 
tbe tovers, when they will be highly gf it- 
tifi^d fepr their exertion. So impoMianl a 
rittr i» the l^^beld oonsideredi that all old 
politiii^iaas most remeipber, that the at-' 
teiBpt to opea its navigation was the real 
or ostensible catise of the late French re- 
T^kitionary war,. which desolated all En- 
Fope* The inhabitants of this city are said 
to be strongly attached to Btionaparfe. 

Leaving Antwerp, we continued on our 
joujmey through a rich and level country; 
and) after travelling twenty-two miles, ar- 
rived^ once more, at Brussels. 

Ti^is fine city, the capital of the Netherr 
lands,; fiends partly on a plain on the 
banksr of the Senna, and partly on an emi^ 
. neiloe« It differa, in every respect, from 
Antwerp, not being so large, neither dq 
yon observe m much bustle of commerce 
in.^be street&4 but it is much more cheer- 
fid^ and the nobility who live at Brussels, 
make it a much more pleasing rewdence 
than Antwerp. The chief beauty in this^ ^^2^ ^^^ 
dty ^on^ts in its park, situated at on^/^^r^ 
eiidi and^ perhaps, superior to any *bing oi^/^^^^^^^^ 
the ksbld In Europe. I have never seen J50 [y^^^^^^s^, ^ 
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matail a space of grouiad laid out tojgealer 



^ y^/g;^,^^are a number (^f.^i^ce^^f^^y^^fiW, 
' ^ r^^ntlelonging to the g^yerm^e^t^^fl J^iQO- 

^ J' 



J^ 



^^rt>eIonging to the g^yerm^e^t^^fl J^ipo- 

^iTxbility, forming a Ijii^jffi.aqijfir^^i^rior 

/''^spiendor to any t^t Lw^jJecil tpjiftftt- 

seen ; indeed the sha^y .^^)^,;)%(^^- 

ness of the trees,, and d^jfi^f^ oC-itlf^iD^- 

roundii^ buildings, rendjer.U, if j»^^l^ia 

beauty. The cathedi^il i8,Qi^,p<}^<^|;i|||(4tt- 

tecture, but contains no «^^.^^,|%|^« 

attention. Th^ town-hous^ ji^i ^'i.^tlll^' 

soAier,'and situated in,.a,^!|^e|,fi^|^i)^». 

•'whijch serves ft)r th« piijT^ ^iJ «i»#R$<K 

^.P\*9«? "^^^^Te are ^fiiy ,^^j,J^.,^|iBtfi 

tWenity public foiin^aip,^jj^g^„^ ji|r- 

^^^^ .*?*! Prof^^cinganju^^^a^jftugBly 

of water. ■ Most of the ,stg<^^^^^^^fg(|l4 

part of the/town arp ^^^fi^J^f^-j^^^A. 

'mu'ek pQjjiected. ^ Tl(|e,,^|^Qj^: -j^gg, \t^' 

'some ; commerce ^j^ }ft\^f^^^f(i^\ 

and, by mqa^ of its, <;ftn^f,,^^ipj^ de^ 

rives. .'all the a4vantfi?St,>^^>t«*8l«rt- 

"^IThe fortifiic^ons of. thjis^j^l^j^^ ifb^^lffWif^ 

' 'Aiis^nah Netherlands,, ^ig^^.^^^gigU^ld^y 
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J<Miepb. The inhabitants are said to 
'M^^t td 'S0,<KK> souls. The country. 
<<mMitUd fsj^t^asfng : within a mile of th« 
^tyBs k'rtjyAI'fchfeteau; weh worth aeeiog^ r^^^^J^ -trc*^^ 

•'^aWfestel^kfo^hfei- times gay, now pre^ 
Mt^ li'tldomy sight fo the eye of the 
>niABhi^Pfe«nbg: it was ^lled with wounded 
«aai^;' dli% Snglish, who had fought 
Mftkd'fol^^itthe glorious battle of Waterloo^ 
■ I 'Was'iliifiSl'tned no less than several thou- 

imifdHDi'\iiid6edne fellows were then there : 

^Wi'WVr ttfein limping about in every di- 

^*i'#A«dn/«feiftiie With the loss o^ an armi 

'^^i^H ii'^ ihat of a leg. I wais filled with 

''4tf!limS^o6"kt bbiserving, hoiwithstandifig 

" i«H) Wii^H^'they' h4d received, how cheer- 

Xto'feAf im'^4>P^ared: Ktaiijr wW could 

^^f^alttj^^fe seated in the paric, laughiqg 

''md<^i^oj^'wi4 their brethren in arms, 

' Mttf^ijr nfofhitf^hatd happened. W^at equa- 

^iMliy^ii'i^d' patience in bearing afliction! 
' '^ I'Wi^Atr.'inthfe public boat, from Brussel* 
^WSmaA, ^i^iting both Ghentand Bruges, 
''%WWtt'6f Wte perfectly welj known to the 

'^^n|!^HV and' supplying biit' few materials 

''•■W'gtelffllf isuribsity. ' '" ' '* ^\\ .;.' 

J ''i 'l«ifti^' 'liie*e apologist for" not' iiaying 
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described the field of Waterloo. The mb- 
ject has be^i already so often itttroduoed 
to the public by so many superior iauthori** 
ties, tbat I must here take my lea^ ^f 
many of my woonded friends, whom I left 
in this country, to embark lor okl Eng^ 
land. After this eyer memorable battle, i 
was not long at home until I composed 
one of my hundred and fifty G<)untrymen 
(more or less) who, with ready drawn 
quills, followed the retreating* army of the 
Emperor, through the grande route^ from 
Calais to Bologne, or Lisle, Valenciennes, 
kc. &c. on to Paris : but I will venture to 
conclude, that none of my readers will feet 
disappointment at my observations having 
erased on having quitted the South of 
France; particulatly as these notes^iwere 
taken at a period wherein the featnreS'Of iMie 
country, and the habits of the pecfde,' could 
be viewed in a state of comparatiire pros^ > 
perity and quiet, unattended ^itb the 4^n« 
yulsions of destructive war, taid die^alifB; 
gloom and mortification which must al^i 
ways attend a conquered nation. Under 
this determination, I am relieved ftomi tiie 
arduous attempt in endeavouring to enter 
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the list of cempetition with a few elegaat' 
and enlightened authors^ who have so ably 
deaoribed tranaactionsjand events which so 
rapidly succeeded each oth^ in the ma^ 
tropolis lof this versatile people ; and who^ 
at the same.tijme^ fiarnisbed such accurate 
delineationBof their character, that I cotild 
not encourage a hope of adding to such 
ample stock of information. I am also 
exempt from exciting an anxiety in the 
minds of my readers of being exposed 
again to the perusal of anecdotes, from 
every town through which the English 
diligence has passed between London and, 
Parlsi repeated already one hundred times* 
It is probable that many observations I 
have made in my preceding volumes, have 
atraady occurred from writers of more dia- 
crimination than I will assume to possess ; 
but not being disposed to yield in favour 
of any of my predecessors in point of in- 
dustry or exertion, if in any degree I may 
hav^ succeeded in adding to their stock of 
information ei* their entertainment, from 
rentarbs which might have escaped the. 
notice of^thera^ I ^baJl feel a superior 
gratification in reflecting, that, my tim^ 
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ill traTelliDg hat not been altogether 
wastad. 

The white diflb of Albion soon mtng 
npon my view, I felt that delight which an 
absence of three years from our natire 
country ever inspires, and which makes us 
eall those chalky clifis our own : 

'* Such is the patriot's boast, where'er we roam ; 
His firsts best country, ever is at home.*' 

G0X«D8M1TH» 
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